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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 

In this chapter, the researcher presented the findings and 

discussion of the research. The statement of the problem were the types 

of errors in the use of English articles in recount text written by eight 

grade students at Wustha Madinatul Qur’an Winong, the sources of errors 

in the use of English articles in recount text written by eight grade 

students at Wustha Madinatul Qur’an Winong. 

A. Research Findings 

This research has been done from July 24 until August 16, 

2022, in the Wustha Madinatul Qur’an Winong. The researcher has 

researched the errors in the use of English articles in recount text 

written by eighth-grade students at Wustha Madinatul Qur’an 

Winong. In this research, the researcher obtained the data 

observation, written test analysis, and documentation. The 

researcher found that participants made some errors in writing the 

recount text. The data findings that the researcher found are 

described as follows: 

1. The Types of Error in the Use of English Article  

Based on the observation carried out by the 

researcher, the participants are active in the class, especially 

in English subjects. Students also often give feedback to the 

teacher regarding the material provided. This proves that 

students are serious about studying the material provided by 

the teacher. In addition to examine students in learning, 

researcher also did observation on teacher who taught 

English. These observation was related to students who have 

received material about articles and recount text. Then the 

results of observation showed there are several students in 

class IX who had received materials about article and 

recount text. 
74

 

In conducting the written test researcher has a few 

guidelines. The first is the teacher gives a greeting to 

students. This is done by researcher to respect the presence 

of students in the classroom. So that students feel respected 

and can do their job well. The next is the teacher checks the 

student attendance list. This is done by the researcher 
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because the students studied must be complete, so that the 

research can run smoothly. After that, the teacher asks the 

students to prepare the stationery. This is done because of 

the importance of student readiness to face the research that 

is immediately carried out. After that, the teacher explains 

the rules of the written test by giving instructions regarding 

the rules and what students must obey during the test. After 

that, the teacher gives the students a chance to ask if they 

don’t understand the rules of the written test. This happens 

to provide opportunities for students to ask if there is 

something that is not understood before the test takes place. 

The next is the teacher answers the students’ questions. If 

there are students who ask something before carrying out the 

test, then the teacher answers the question clearly, so that the 

test to be carried out can run smoothly.
75

 After that, the 

teacher asks the students to do the recount text written test. 

Finally, the teacher collects the students’ worksheets after 

the prescribed time has passed. After everything is done and 

the time is also up, the teacher will take the student 

worksheets used to do the assignments. 
76

 

In addition, students also have guidelines in doing the 

test. The first is the students answer the teacher’s greeting, 

and then the students answer “present” when they are called. 

This is done to clarify the attendance of students so that the 

teacher can check the student's attendance appropriately. 

Next is the students prepare the stationery. This is done by 

students to be ready to accept the tasks that the teacher will 

give so that what is needed will be immediately available. If 

there is a need that has not been prepared, then students will 

be disturbed in the process of working on the task. After 

that, the students listen to the teacher’s explanation. Next, 

the students ask about the rules of the written test. Next, the 

students work on the written test of recount text. Then the 

students collect their worksheets after the prescribed time 

has passed, after they finish working on the task, the 

worksheets will be collected for analysis.  
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Through the above process, the research can run 

smoothly as expected, there are no technical obstacles and 

external constraints, and the research runs conducive and on 

target. During the test, students also obey the applicable 

rules of conduct that have been explained by the teacher 

before the test begins. This has the purpose that the recount 

text made by students is purely from the results of the 

student's knowledge, and there is no interference from other 

students due to cheating activities. 
77

 

From the activities above, researcher get results in the 

form of attendance lists and worksheets that have been 

completed by students when participating in research in 

writing recount text. The results showed that six students 

took part in this study. The results shown are diverse in the 

errors of articles done by students. All the students attended 

and did well on the test. Based on this, the researcher 

attached an attendance list and students’ writing as follows:  

Picture 4. 1 The attendance list of the student when doing the test 
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The attendance list showed that seven students are 

included in the test, but the recent data was six students. This 

happened because one of the students dropped out of the 

school before the research was conducted. Thus, there were 

only six participants in this research. Therefore, the student 

who did not include in this research did not give an impact 

on the process of research. The researcher has deleted the list 

of student and then continued the process of collecting data. 
78

 

Furthermore, researcher got data through written tests 

given to students regarding recount text. In this stage, 

researcher found some students who had difficulty 

translating from Indonesian to English. This is evidenced by 

students’ expression. In fact, this research became varied 

because students could write various recount texts.  

The next thing is regarding the external noise during 

the study. During the study, there were no external 

influences regarding the commotion that occurred outside 

the classroom. This is because the research time occurs in 

the afternoon which causes the environmental conditions of 

the research site to be quiet and conducive so that students 

can focus on doing their assignments.
79

 

Picture 4. 2 The process of written test 
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From the written test done by the researcher, the 

results of the recount text that has been written by students 

are found. Where students at that time were given 

worksheets to work on. The results are in the form of student 

handwriting on paper, then analyzed by researcher by 

correcting them. After being corrected and analyzed, it is 

then presented in a table form to make it easier to read the 

analysis. 
80

 

The researcher also found the learning plan related to 

the recount text. This learning plan was used by the teacher 

as a guideline and limitation in teaching recount text. Then 

the learning plan is as follows: 
81

 

Picture 4. 3 The Learning plan of Recount Text 
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Researcher also found the material that used for the 

references to explain about recount text. This also became a 

reference for the researcher to guide students in the field of 

research. This reference is known as the teaching module 

that contains a brief summary of the material to be learned 

for a year. This module not only contains materials related to 

the recount text, but also contains several chapters about the 

English material to be achieved in a class. The module will 

be explained with the following image:    

Picture 4. 4 The Modul of English 

 
 

In the implementation of the study, the research show 

that there are several errors of article that student made 

while writing the recount text. This is obtained from the 

results of their tasks that have been corrected by the 

researcher. These are: 
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Table 4 . 1 Student A (Anyer Beach) 

Sentence Correction 

Because We can played in 

the water and “...” game that 

are there. 

Because we could 

play in the water 

and a game that 

were there. 

I buy “...” bracelet for my 

friend and “...” sock for my 

boy friend. 

I bought a bracelet 

for my friend and a 

sock for my boy 

friend. 

 

Table 4 . 2 Student B (Karang Jahe Beach) 

Sentence Correction 

On Sunday, I and my friends 

went holiday in ”the” karang 

Jahe Beach. 

On Sunday, I and 

my friends went to 

holiday in Karang 

Jahe Beach. 

We all glad because that 

holiday was my first holiday 

in “the” Karang Jahe Beach. 

We were all glad 

because that 

holiday was my 

first holiday at 

Karang Jahe Beach.  

We soon made “...” fortress 

and “...” ship by sand beach. 

We soon made a 

fortress and a ship 

by using beach 

sand.  

After that, We continued for 

Rode “...” ATV and take 

arround “...”  beach. 

After that, We 

continued to rode 

an ATV and took 

around the beach. 

When I and my friends rode 

“...” ATV, most of us fell 

down from “...” ATV. 

When I and my 

friends were riding 

the ATV, most of 

us fell from the 

ATV. 

After that, We went down 

from “...” ATV for ate and 

pray in the mosque. 

After that, we went 

down from the 

ATV to eat and 

pray in the mosque. 

After that, i bought ”a” gift After that, I bought 
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for my Family and my big 

brother. 

gifts for my family 

and my big brother. 

I also bought “...” sandals 

and “...” hat. 

I also bought a pair 

of slippers and a 

hat. 

We went go “...” bus and 

ready go home. 

We got on the bus 

and ready to go 

home. 

 

Table 4. 3 Student C (Palembang) 

Sentence Correction 

In first day, I traveling with 

my family with “...” train 

First day, I traveled 

with my family by 

a train. 

I look at “...” lake water, it 

very clear 

I looked at the lake 

water, It was very 

clear. 

I also played “...” bicycle 

with my sister in ground lake 

I also rode a 

bicycle with my 

sister on Ground 

Lake. 

After we “...” long in “...” 

Lake, we go to Sriwijaya 

University 

After a long time 

on the lake, we 

went to Sriwijaya 

University.  

We around that university 

with “...” car 

We drove around 

that university by a 

car. 

Then we “...” selfie together 

in that university 

Then we took a 

selfie together at 

that university. 

Someday again, at  “...” 

afternoon, I’m animated my 

sister to travel in ... Ampera 

Bridge 

One day, in the 

afternoon, I 

imagined my sister 

going to the 

Ampera Bridge. 

Because, I look “...” Ampera 

Bridge “...” stright way 

Because I saw a 

straight road on the 

Ampera Bridge. 

Then, I am “...” selfie with Then, I took a selfie 
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my sister in “...” Ampera 

Bridge 

with my sister on 

the Ampera Bridge. 

We also buy gift brought: 

“...” T-shirt, burn pempek, 

and chips palembang special 

We also bought 

gifts such as a T-

shirt, burn pempek, 

and chips 

palembang special. 

After I’m tired “...” narrative, 

I’m to come along eat 

pempek together. 

After I tired of 

telling the story, I 

came along to eat 

pempek together. 

 

Table 4 . 4 Student D (Go To Parangtritis) 

Sentence Correction 

“The” on Friday, I and my 

family go to holiday. 

On Friday, I and 

my family went to 

holiday. 

My Family planed go to 

holiday in “the” Parangtritis 

Yogyakarta. 

My family had 

planned go on 

vacation to 

Parangtritis 

Yogyakarta.  

My Family come in the 

pondok pesantren Jepara to 

visited “...” kepala pondok 

pesantren. 

My family came to 

the Islamic 

boarding school in 

Jepara to visit the 

headmaster of  

Islamic boarding 

school. 

Because the day night, my 

Family “the” end “...” 

journey with rest in the 

pondok pesantren Jepara.  

 

Because the day 

was night, my 

family ended the 

journey by resting 

at the Islamic 

boarding school, 

Jepara. 

In the morning, we are 

farewell goes from “...” 

pondok pesantren and “...” 

next journey to Yogyakarta. 

In the morning, we 

were farewelled 

from the Islamic 

boarding school 
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and continued the 

next journey to 

Yogyakarta. 

 

Table 4 . 5 Student E (Palembang City) 

Sentence Correction 

We go to Palembang with 

“...” bus 

We went to 

Palembang by a 

bus. 

When I in the bus only look 

at out “...” window and 

palying handphone 

When I was on the 

bus, I only looked 

out the window and 

palyed my 

handphone. 

Because my father work in 

“the” Palembang, so my 

father pick up we 

Because, my father 

worked in 

Palembang, so my 

father picked us up. 

After that, we out “...” home 

to look “...” firecracker 

After that, we went 

out from the home 

to look a 

firecracker. 

I and my brother buy things 

in “...” school and in “...” 

boarding school 

I and my brother 

bought things in the 

school and in the 

boarding school. 
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Table 4 . 6 Student F (Vacation at my home) 

Sentence Correction 

At this time, I like “...”  

holiday in Saloka. 

At that time, I like 

to the holiday in 

Saloka. 

When in “...” journey, i see 

beautiful “...” view. 

When in the 

journey, I saw a 

beautiful view. 

In the middle “...” journey, i 

stop in Indomaret for buy 

“...” food and bring to “...” 

car. 

In the middle of the 

journey, I stopped 

at Indomaret to 

bought a food and 

took it to the car. 

After that, i carry on “...” 

journey again going to “...” 

location. 

After that, I carried 

on the journey 

again, going to the 

location. 

I and my sister enjoying “...” 

food while see “...” view. 

I and my sister 

enjoyed the food 

while we watched 

the view. 

Arrive at “...” location, i and 

my Family go out from “...” 

car and going to “...” counter. 

Arrived at the 

location, I and my 

Family exited from 

the car and went to 

the counter. 

At this time, my father 

queued for take “...” ticket 

enter. 

At that time, my 

father was in line 

to take an entrance 

ticket.  

After that, i enter to “...” 

location and doing midday 

prayer. 

After that, I entered 

the location and 

did midday prayer. 

After that, my sister enjoy 

“...” game in inside. 

After that, my 

sister enjoyed a 

game inside. 

After done, I and my Family 

leave “...” location. 

After done, I and 

my family left the 

location. 

At this time, in “...” close At that time, in the 
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 of the symbol "..." in the sentences is that students 

make an error in using the article. 

Based on the findings that researcher found in the 

research, there are several types of errors in using article that 

students did while writing the recount text. Then the results 

will be described as follows: 

a) Indefinite “a/an” for replacing zero articles: 22 errors 

This is identified when students make errors 

in using zero articles instead of the indefinite article 

"a/an" as the correct sentence form. For example, “I 

also played bicycle with my sister in ground lake.” In 

this sentence, an error was made by the student in 

using zero articles to proceed “bicycle” noun. The 

correct sentence form is “I also rode a bicycle with my 

sister on Ground Lake.” That’s because the bicycle is 

a noun that indicates a singular noun. The error made 

by the student, in this case, is 22 errors. This error 

parking area there is a shop. close of parking 

area, there was a 

shop. 

After that, i go out and 

approach father as well as 

my sister which wait in front 

of “...” car. 

After that, I went 

out and approached 

my father as well 

as my sister, who 

were waiting in 

front of the car. 

In “...” journey go home, i 

stop by eat first. 

On the journey, I 

stopped to eat first. 

“...” View there to pretty, i 

and my Family eat 

voraciously. 

The view there was 

too pretty, i and my 

family ate 

voraciously. 

After eating, me continue 

“...” journey to home. 

After eating, I 

continued the 

journey to home. 

When on the way, mother 

ordered for stop in “...” 

counter Semarang speciality. 

When on the way, 

my mother directed 

us to stop in the 

center of Semarang 

speciality. 
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caused the students still lack grammar understanding, 

especially in differentiating between countable nouns 

with countable nouns and singular nouns with a plural 

noun.  

b) Definite “the” for replacing zero articles: 39 errors 

 This is identified when students make errors in 

using zero articles instead of the definite article “the” 

as the correct sentence form. For example: After that, 

We went down from ATV for ate and pray in the 

mosque. In this sentence, the word ATV needs a 

definite article so that the zero articles used by the 

student are not correct. Students must use the definite 

article “the” to make the correct sentence. Based on 

these statements, the correct sentence is “After that, 

we went down from the ATV to eat and pray in the 

mosque.” 

c) Zero for replacing indefinite a/an: 1 

This is identified when a student makes an 

error in using zero articles instead of indefinite a/an 

articles. An example: After that, I bought a gift for my 

family and my big brother. These sentences are not 

correct because the word gifts does not need the 

indefinite a/an article. Then, the current sentences are 

like this: After that, I bought gifts for my family and 

my big brother. 

d) Zero for replacing definite the: 6 

This is identified when the student makes an 

error in using zero articles instead of definite the. The 

example: On Sunday, I and my friends went holiday 

to the karang Jahe Beach. This sentence is not correct 

because Karang Jahe does not need an article. Then 

the correct sentence will be like this: On Sunday, I 

and my friends went on holiday to Karang Jahe 

Beach. 

After the data were classified, the researcher used a 

formula used by Pica to analyze the error of article 

distribution. This happens is to make accurate data, the data 

that has been identified, especially the written recount texts, 

which vary in length, need to be normalized. According to 

Pica in a longer text, there are more opportunities for errors 

to occur, so „normalization‟ is a formula that adjusts the raw 



 
 

50 

frequency counts so texts of different lengths can be 

compared. Before the application of the normalization 

formula, the mean of the text length had to be counted first. 

The use of the formula will serve as follows: 

𝑀𝑒𝑎𝑛 =  
𝑇𝑒 𝑡𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑤𝑜𝑟𝑑𝑠 𝑓𝑟𝑜𝑚 𝑡𝑒 𝑡𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑡𝑒𝑥𝑡𝑠

𝑇𝑒 𝑡𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑡𝑒𝑥𝑡𝑠
 

The total words from the text are 999 words from 6 

recount texts. Based on the formula above, the researcher 

starts to count that will describe as follows: 

𝑀𝑒𝑎𝑛 =
999

6
= 166 

Thus, the mean text length is 166 long. The researcher 

analyzed the error distribution made by students by using 

Pica’s formula cited by Sekar Bayu Swasti
82

 as follows: 

𝑁

=
𝑡𝑒 𝑟𝑎𝑤 𝑓𝑟𝑒𝑞𝑢𝑒𝑛𝑐𝑦 𝑜𝑓 𝑐𝑒𝑟𝑡𝑎𝑖𝑛 𝑡𝑦𝑝𝑒 𝑜𝑓 𝑒𝑟𝑟𝑜𝑟 

𝑡𝑒 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑤𝑜𝑟𝑑𝑠 𝑖𝑛 𝑡𝑒 𝑡𝑒𝑥𝑡
𝑥 𝑚𝑒𝑎𝑛 𝑜𝑓 𝑡𝑒 𝑙𝑒𝑛𝑔𝑡 𝑡𝑒𝑥𝑡 

The table of normalization is read from left to right 

starting from sequence number, student name, Text length, 

error type, frequency, and normalization. 
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Table 4 . 7 Frequency of Normalization 

N

o Name 

Text 

length Types of error 

Raw 

Freq Normalization 

1 

Student 

A  90 

a/an for zero 

article 3 

3

90
𝑥166 =

5,53  

2 
Student 

B 
140 

zero for definite 

the 2 

 
2

140
𝑥166 =

2,37 

Zero for a/an 1 

 
1

140
𝑥166 =

1,18 

a/an for zero 

article 5 

 
5

140
𝑥166 =

5,92 

definite the for 

zero 5 

 
5

140
𝑥166 =

5,92 

3 
Student 

C 
179 

a/an for zero 

article 8 

8

179
𝑥166 =

7,41  

definite the for 

zero 7 

 
7

179
𝑥166 =

6,49 

4 
Student 

D 
133 

zero for definite 

the 3 

 
3

133
𝑥166 =

3,74 

definite the for 

zero 4 

  
4

133
𝑥166 =

4,99 

5 
Student 

E 
166 

a/an for zero 

article 2 

 
2

166
𝑥166 =

2,00 

definite the for 

zero 4 

 
4

166
𝑥166 =

4,00 

zero for definite 

the 1 

 
1

166
𝑥166 =

1,00 

6 
Student 

F 
291 

definite the for 

zero 19 

 
19

291
𝑥166 =

10,83 

a/an for zero 

article 4 

 
4

291
𝑥166 =

2,28 
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Based on the types of error explained by the 

researcher, it can be concluded in the diagram as follows: 

Table 4 . 8 The error artcle 

 
Based on the above chart, there are four types of 

article error did by students, there are a/an for zero article, 

the for zero article, zero for a/an, and zero for the article. 

The chart showed that the highest error did by students is 

definite the for zero article, followed by a/an for zero, then 

followed zero for the, and zero for a/an.  

2. The Sources of Errors in the Use of English Articles 

Each student has a different source of error in writing 

recount text. Based on the results of research conducted by 

researcher, researcher draw the table related to the total 

source of error as follows: 

Table 4 . 9 The total of error source 

N

o Name 

Interlingual 

Transfer 

Communication 

Strategies 

1 

Student 

A 3   

2 

Student 

B 10 3 

3 

Student 

C 14   

4 

Student 

D 4 3 

5 

Student 

E 6 1 

0

10

20

30

40

50

a/an for zero the for zero zero for a/an zero for the 

The error of Articles
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6 

Student 

F 23   

  Total 60 7 

 

Table 4 . 10 The type of error source 

 
Student A committed a source error called interlingual 

transfer. This is evidenced by the sentence that she wrote “I buy 

“...” bracelet for my friend and “...” sock for my boy friend”. 

Which should be “I bought a bracelet for my friend and a sock for 

my boy friend”. The next error is the one in the sentence “Because 

We can played in the water and “...” game that are there”. Which 

should be “Because we could play in the water and a game that 

were there.” 
83

  

The next is student B, student B did the communication 

strategies error sources. This is evidenced by the sentence she 

wrote that reads “We all glad because that holiday was my first 

holiday in “the” Karang Jahe Beach”. Which should be “We were 

all glad because that holiday was my first holiday at Karang Jahe 

Beach”.  The next error is also in the sentence that reads “After 

that, i bought ”a” gift for my Family and my big brother” which 

should be “After that, I bought gifts for my family and my big 
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brother.” Student B also did an error source called interlingual 

transfer. This was proved when he said “We soon made “...” 

fortress and “...” ship by sand beach”. Which should be “We soon 

made a fortress and a ship by using beach sand”.
84

  

Next is student C, based on the data obtained by the 

researcher, student C did an interlingual transfer error as evidenced 

by a sentence he wrote that reads “In first day, I traveling with my 

family with “...” train” that sentence supposed to be “First day, I 

traveled with my family by a train.” Then another mistake is when 

student C wrote sentence “I also played “...” bicycle with my sister 

in ground lake” which supposed to be “I also rode a bicycle with 

my sister on Ground Lake.”
85

  

Next is student D who did two sources of errors, namely 

communication strategies dan interlingual transfer. In 

Communication strategies, the source of error communication 

strategies happened when she wrote the sentence “The on Friday, I 

and my family go to holiday”. Which should be “On Friday, I and 

my family went to holiday”. Then, the next source of error is 

interlingual transfer. This is evidenced by the sentence he wrote 

“My Family come in the pondok pesantren Jepara to visited “...” 

kepala pondok pesantren” which should be “My family came to the 

Islamic boarding school in Jepara to visit the headmaster of  

Islamic boarding school.” Another mistake about interlingual 

transfer is when student D wrote a sentence “In the morning, we 

are farewell goes from “...” pondok pesantren and “...” next 

journey to Yogyakarta” which should be “In the morning, we were 

farewelled from the Islamic boarding school and continued the 

next journey to Yogyakarta.”
86

 

Then Student E, based on the data obtained by researcher, 

student E did mistakes in two types of error sources, namely 

Interlingual transfer and communication strategies. Interlingual 

source transfers occur when student E wrote sentences “We go to 

Palembang with “...” bus” which should be “We went to 

Palembang by a bus.” In communication strategies error sources, 
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this happens when students wrote sentences “Because my father 

work in “the” Palembang, so my father pick up we” which should 

be “Because, my father worked in Palembang, so my father picked 

us up”.
87

  

The last is student F who based on the data obtained by the 

researcher did an interlingual transfer error source error. This is 

evidenced by the sentence he wrote that reads “In the middle “...” 

journey, i stop in Indomaret for buy “...” food and bring to “...” 

car” which should be “In the middle of the journey, I stopped at 

Indomaret to bought a food and took it to the car.” The other 

mistake is when student F wrote “Arrived at the location, I and my 

Family exited from the car and went to the counter” which should 

be “Arrived at the location, I and my Family exited from the car 

and went to the counter.”
88

  

B. Research Discussion 

1. The Types of Errors in the Use of English Articles 

Based on the analysis carried out by the researcher, 

Student A did indefinite a/an for zero error 3 times. 

Meanwhile, student B did zero for definite the 1 time, zero 

for a/an 1 time, a/an for zero article 5 times, and definite the 

for zero article 5 times. Then student C did error a/an for 

zero article in 8 times, and 7 times definite the for zero. The 

next is student D who did zero for definite the error in 3 

times and the for zero in 4 times. Meanwhile student E did 

error a/an for zero article in 2 times, 4 times definite the for 

zero, and 1 time zero for definite the. The last is student F 

who did 19 times of error definite the for zero, and 4 times 

error  a/an for zero article. 

Based on the analysis of errors made by each student, 

the researcher then grouped the total number of errors made 

by students. Where 22 errors for the indefinite a/an for 

replacing zero article. Then 39 errors for the definite the for 

replacing zero article. The next is 1 error for the zero for 

replacing indefinite a/an. The last is 6 errors of the zero for 

replacing definite the.  
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Based on the analysis of the data, the indefinite a/an 

for replacing zero article error belongs to the type of 

omission, as evidenced by the loss of sentence structure, for 

example “I buy “...” bracelet for my friend and “...” sock for 

my boy friend”. That sentence should be “I bought a bracelet 

for my friend and a sock for my boy friend” In this case the 

student did an omission mistake by omitting the article that 

should have been before the words bracelet and sock. This is 

in line with the theory put forward by Dulay who said 

omission errors are characterized by loss of sentence 

structure, such as word morphemes in a sentence.
89

 Then, 

that error also caused by the interference of the learner's 

mother tongue, and lack of knowledge in the language
90

. 

Where students are still influenced by their first language 

that does not use the article as a noun complement, while in 

the target language there needs to be an article that is in the 

preceding noun.  

The next is definite the for replacing zero article error. 

Based on the analysis that has been carried out by 

researcher, this error include in the simple addition where 

students added words to a sentence, for example in the 

sentence “We all glad because that holiday was my first 

holiday in “the” Karang Jahe Beach” it supposed to be “We 

were all glad because that holiday was my first holiday at 

Karang Jahe Beach”. Where in that sentence students added 

article the before Karang Jahe even though the word Karang 

Jahe should not need to use article or zero article. This is in 

line with the opinion of Dulay's opinion which states that 

simple addition there are no special features other than those 

that characterize all addition errors. The use of an item 

which should not appear in a well-formed utterance
91

. This 

error also occurs due to students' knowledge that does not 

understand the use of articles. This is also in line with 

Dulay’s opinion regarding to the competence factors such as 

errors due to lack of knowledge of language rules and 

performance factors such as fatigue and lack of attention that 
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can affected the errors
92

 where students do not understand 

the rules of using the correct article.  

The next error is zero for replacing indefinite a/an. 

Based on the analysis carried out by the researcher, This 

type of error is included in the simple addition which is 

attested in the sentence “After that, I bought ”a” gift for my 

Family and my big brother” it supposed to be “After that, I 

bought gifts for my family and my big brother”. In this 

sentence, students added article indefinite a before the word 

“gift”, even though the word “gift” is a zero article. This is 

in line with the opinion of Dulay who stated “in simple 

addition, there are no special features other than those that 

characterize all addition errors. The use of an item which 

should not appear in a well-formed utterance”
93

. This error 

also occurs due to students' knowledge that does not 

understand the use of articles. This is also in line with 

Dulay’s opinion regarding to the competence factors such as 

errors due to lack of knowledge of language rules and 

performance factors such as fatigue and lack of attention that 

can affected the errors
94

 where students do not understand 

the rules of using the correct article. 

The last error is zero for replacing definite the. Based 

on the analysis carried out by the researcher, this type of 

error is include in simple addition, proved by the sentence 

“My Family planed go to holiday in “the” Parangtritis 

Yogyakarta” it supposed to be “My family had planned go 

on vacation to Parangtritis Yogyakarta”. In this sentence, 

students add article definite the before the word Parangtritis, 

even though the word Parangtritis is a zero article. This is in 

line with the opinion of Dulay who stated “In simple 

addition, there are no special features other than those that 

characterize all addition errors. The use of an item which 

should not appear in a well-formed utterance”
95

. This error 

also occurs due to students' knowledge that does not 

understand the use of articles. This is also in line with 

Dulay’s opinion regarding to the competence factors such as 
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errors due to lack of knowledge of language rules and 

performance factors such as fatigue and lack of attention that 

can affected the errors
96

 where students do not understand 

the rules of using the correct article. 

2. The Sources of Errors in the Use of English Articles 

The results showed that the sources of errors that 

occur in students vary because they have a religious 

understanding of English, then researcher tried to analyze 

the source of error of each student. Student A committed a 

source error called interlingual transfer. This is evidenced by 

the sentence he wrote that reads “I buy “...” bracelet for my 

friend and “...” sock for my boy friend” which should be “I 

bought a bracelet for my friend and a sock for my boy 

friend”. In this sentence, the student performs an Omission 

type of error where the student omits the structure that 

should be in the sentence. This happened because student A 

still affected by their first language in translating the 

sentence to the target language. This is in line with Brown's 

statement which states interlingual transfers occur when a 

student is affected by his or her first language in interpreting 

to the target language.
97

 Based on this, students experienced 

the misinterpretation into the target language.  

Student B performs communication strategies error 

sources. This is evidenced by the sentence she wrote that 

reads “We all glad because that holiday was my first holiday 

in “the” Karang Jahe Beach” which should be “We were all 

glad because that holiday was my first holiday at Karang 

Jahe Beach”. In this sentence, students did a simple addition 

type of error by adding the word “the” before Karang Jahe, 

even though Karang Jahe is a zero article. In that sentence, 

student B tried to explore the sentence into the target 

language with his own version without paying attention to 

the correct article rules.
98

 This took him into a misuse of the 

article. In addition to communication strategies, student B 

also did an error source called interlingual transfer. This was 
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proved when he wrote “We soon made “...” fortress and “...” 

ship by sand beach” which should be “We soon made a 

fortress and a ship by using beach sand”. In this sentence 

student B did an omission type of error as evidenced by the 

loss of the structure of the article "a" at before the words 

fortress and ship. In that sentence, student B is still affected 

by his first language not using the article to complete the 

noun, even though in the target language, the article needs to 

be used to complete the noun.
99

 This caused student B to 

make mistakes in writing her recount text. 

Then student C, based on the analysis carried out by 

the researcher, student C did interlingual transfer, this is due 

to the fact that student C is still affected by his first language 

in writing to the target language. This is evidenced by the 

sentence he wrote that reads “In first day, I traveling with 

my family with “...” train” which should be “First day, I 

traveled with my family by a train.” In this sentence, the 

student did an omission type of error as evidenced by the 

disappearance of the article “a” before word “train”. This is 

in line with brown's opinion about interlingual transfers that 

occur because students are still influenced by their first 

language to interpret into the target language.
100

 This is what 

causes students to experience errors in using articles. 

Next is student D who did two sources of errors, 

namely communication strategies dan interlingual transfer. 

In the communication strategies, this source of error 

happened when she wrote “The on Friday, I and my family 

go to holiday” which should be “On Friday, I and my family 

went to holiday”. This error is because student D tried to 

elaborate the language according to his own version without 

applying the correct article rules. So that this caused a source 

of error communication strategies.
101

 Then, the next source 

of error is interlingual transfer. This is evidenced by the 

sentence he wrote “My Family come in the pondok 
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pesantren Jepara to visited “...” kepala pondok pesantren” 

which should be “My family came to the Islamic boarding 

school in Jepara to visit the headmaster of  Islamic boarding 

school.” This kind of errors happened because students are 

still affected by their first language that does not use articles 

in writing nouns. Whereas in the target language, the article 

should be used before the noun. This is in line with Brown's 

opinion about interlingual transfers that occur because 

students who are still affected by their first language to 

interpret into the target language.
102

 This makes students 

make mistakes in using the article.  

Then Student E, based on the researcher's analysis, 

student E did mistakes in two types of error sources, namely 

Interlingual transfer and communication strategies. 

Interlingual source transfers occur when student E wrote 

sentences “We go to Palembang with “...” bus” which 

should be “We went to Palembang by a bus.” This happened 

because student E is still affected by his first language which 

does not use the article before the noun placement. So that 

makes students did these mistakes. In communication 

strategies error sources, this happens when students write 

sentences “Because my father work in “the” Palembang, so 

my father pick up we” which should be “Because, my father 

worked in Palembang, so my father picked us up”. This kind 

of error source occurs because student E tries to elaborate 

sentences with his own version without paying attention to 

the rules of using the correct article, so the source of the 

error occurs.
103

 Which caused the student to make an error in 

using the article. 

The last is student F who based on the analysis of the 

researcher committed an interlingual transfer error source 

error. This is evidenced by the sentence he wrote that reads 

“In the middle “...” journey, i stop in Indomaret for buy “...” 

food and bring to “...” car” which should be “In the middle 

of the journey, I stopped at Indomaret to bought a food and 

took it to the car.” In that sentence, student F committed an 
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omission type of error as evidenced by the loss of the article 

“the” which should be before the word journey, food, dan 

car. This kind of thing happened because student F is still 

affected by his first language in writing sentences into the 

target language. Where the first language does not use the 

article as a noun complement, whereas in the target language 

it requires an article to complete the noun. This is also in line 

with Brown's opinion that interlingual transfers occur 

because students are still affected by their first language in 

interpreting to the target language.
104

 This is what causes 

students to have errors in using articles.  

Based on the analysis of data carried out by the 

researcher, the majority of the sources of errors did by 

students are interlingual transfers and communication 

strategies. Where the total number of sentences proven to 

have committed interlingual transfer errors amounted to 60 

sentences, as for the source of communication strategies 

errors, there are 7 sentences.  

Based on the above statement, the researcher found 

the sources of errors did by students, these are: 

a) Communication strategies  

In writing text recounts, most students do the 

elaboration of articles according to their version. This 

is done without knowing the guidelines for the correct 

use of the article, so the students tend to use their 

strategies when using articles.  

b)  Interlingual Transfer 

Based on the research process, the next source 

of error is interlingual transfer where students are still 

affected by their first language in writing recount text. 

Whereas it is not the appropriate with the context of 

target language. 
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