CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Research Background

Today’s challenges of surviving in the digital age and
globalization seem insurmountable. People must put their
capacity to speak the international communication language,
which is used by the majority of today’s society, on the line to
comprehend the growing threats in the globe. Anyone who is
able to communicate with foreign speakers in a number of
crucial international situations would benefit immensely from
knowing how to utilize English as an international language.
Even today, success in the desired job in many facets of life
depends on the ability to communicate in English®.

Although English is classified as a foreign language in
Indonesia or EFL, Indonesians at all levels are unaffected and
do not perceive the benefit of studying English in the modern
world. The Ministry of Education has made English a
compulsory foreign language at all stages of education, from
basic education (elementary and junior high schools) *,
secondary (senior high school)®, to college. It states that
making it a required topic can help students learning and
utilizing English correctly.

The acquisition of language skills cannot ensure
mutually  understood and sometimes misunderstood
communication between interlocutors from various cultural
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backgrounds *. Effective communication and intercultural
awareness are valued traits among English language learners.
As a result, language learners are not only focused on the
culture of the target language but also acquire knowledge
about the culture of the original language. As a result, the
students’ findings not only demonstrate how to utilize
communication as a form of expressing information and ideas,
but also how to articulate the attitudes created by different
cultural or lifestyle values on both sides. As stated in Surah
Al “Asr verses 1 — 3, education should be designedto establish
values so that there is a willingness to do righteous deeds.
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Translation: 1) | swear by the time. 2) Man is in a state of
loss indeed, 3) except those who believed and
did righteous deeds, and exhorted each other to
follow truth, and exhorted each other to
observe patience.

Cultural values are abstract ideas that have been
ingrained into and regarded as habits by society®. Currently,
culture is seen as a crucial element of foreign and second
language teaching and learning. It is due to the fact that since
1960, the primary objective of English Language Teaching
has been to enhance cultural integration in foreign language
instruction®.

Both the culture of the target language and the culture
of the source language are recognizable to many of the
students. Students learn it via a variety of educational
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resources, including textbooks, literature, and movies.” The
primary mediums employed in the learning process at school,
among those that have been discussed, are textbooks. The
textbook was chosen because it combines four abilities into
one.

The four abilities of reading, writing, listening, and
speaking are simply one aspect of learning English that
learners study. Instead, they must learn how to communicate
in the target language's culture, which is frequently distinct
from the source language's culture. There are not many
textbook authors that provide cultural values, example
questions, or even tests of students' knowledge.

English textbook in Indonesia undergo similar content
modifications as they do now to align with the relevant
curricula. There are many different viewpoints on the initial
appearance in terms of assisting the learning process due to
the associated curriculum and textbooks. Some claim that
textbooks were the foundation of the earliest curricula.
Nevertheless, opposing viewpoints contend that textbooks
come first in the curriculum since they are seen to be effective
for systematic programming®.

All textbooks, particularly those for foreign languages,
must include cultural values. Two civilizations should be
presented side by side in foreign language textbooks, leaving
nothing from any culture out. Religious values, tolerance,
social concern, and responsibility are among the cultural
qualities that should be reflected in English textbooks’.
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The English Language Teaching (ELT) process
includes textbooks in its entirety'®. Textbook is a tool for
realizing language learning and are designed to meet the
needs of students and teachers. Textbook is an important
aspect for a teacher who is used to explain material to
students according to the contents of the textbook. In addition,
the textbook can also be used as a basis for teaching activities,
allowing students to learn enough. As a result, students can
not only study with teachers, but also with friends™".

Textbooks serve the principal function of providing
students with access to pricey resources for new cultural
expressions and cultural diversity. The responsibilities of
teachers, students, and textbooks are interrelated. This may be
linked to an orchestra. The teacher can be likened to an
orchestra conductor for being able to direct the conversation
and set the pace and tone'®. Thus, students can be interpreted
as music players that can play musical instruments according
to what is shown by the orchestra conductor such as the
tempo of the music to be played, dynamics, articulation, and
repetition. In managing these aspects, the conductor cannot be
separated from the music notation book. In this case, a music
notation book can be referred to as a textbook that is used by
a teacher and also students in the process of teaching and
learning activities.

Teachers also play a role in the selection of textbooks
that suit the needs of the curriculum as well as learners. The
choice of textbooks is made because not every textbook has a
strong foundation and merits to be utilized as teaching
resources during the learning process. Identifying the
predicate is necessary to mentioning the textbook’s high
calibre and suitability; once this has been done, the predicate
can be evaluated and improved.
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The procedure in a question entails a textbook content
analysis exercise that reflects the relevant regulations. This
textbook’s examination of cultural values has a connection to
both to the American and/or British culture and also
Indonesian culture. This is due to the fact that studying a
foreign language in Indonesia—especially English—requires
mastering both the source and target cultures. Frequently,
corresponding cultural values are not included in the English
textbooks that are utilized in the classroom. English textbooks
that are commonly utilized in classrooms nevertheless
frequently struggle to provide relevant cultural values.

“English for Nusantara” is one of the English textbooks
used for research on the content analysis of cultural values.
The textbook is produced and utilized in compliance with the
new curriculum that is participated curriculum, which is
designed for junior high school students in the new post-
pandemic academic year™. The participated curriculum in the
English textbook cannot be referred to as an English textbook
that successfully integrates the cultures of the source language
and the target language.

The researcher selected a recently released English
textbook from Center of Curriculum and Books and The
Ministry of Education for the content study of cultural values
in textbooks. The seventh-graders in junior high school are
the target audience for the textbook “English for Nusantara.”
Whereas “English for Nusantara” has been prepared and used
in a manner that conforms to the participated curriculum,
which is the most recent curriculum.

Based on the above exposure, the researcher is
interested in analysing the cultural values in the textbook
entitled "English for Nusantara” intended for 7th-grade junior
high school students. The Center of Curriculum and Books’
brand-new English textbook was the reason the researcher
chose it, since the evaluation’s findings will be taken into
account when the participated curriculum’s English textbook
is being improved. For this reason, the researcher chooses

B lka Lestari Damayanti, "FGD Kurikulum in Practice 5: Bedah Buku
English for Nusantara" (presentasi, Kelas Kreatif, Zoom Meeting, 15 August,
2022).



with the arrangement of titles "A Cultural Content Analysis of
“English for Nusantara” Textbook for 7" Grade by The
Ministry of Education”

Research Focus and Scope

It is uncommon to find textbooks on foreign languages,
particularly English, that combines the kinds and cultural
values of the source language with those of target and other
international languages. One or two of the linguistic varieties
and cultural values indicated above can be found in many of
these textbooks. Various textbooks should be prepared with
consideration for all types of cultural values, both
domestically and globally and in the cultures of the source
and target languages.

In this study, the focus and scope discussed are whether
the types and cultural values between source, target, and
international languages work effectively together in the
seventh-grade junior high school textbook “English for
Nusantara.”

. Research Problems

Based on the background as described above, the formulation

of the problems that can be compiled in this research are:

1. What Kkinds of culture are contained in the English
textbook entitled “English for Nusantara” for seventh
grade of Junior High School published by The Ministry
of Education?

2. How are the applicable cultural values to the Pancasila
Students Profile in the English for Nusantara published
by The Ministry of Education?

. Research Obijectives

Following the formulation of the problem, the researcher tries

to answer two problems that have been formulated as follows:

1. To find out the types of culture contained in the English
textbook entitled “English for Nusantara” for seventh
grade of Junior High School published by Center of
Curriculum and Books and The Ministry of Education.

2. To describe the applicability of cultural values to the
Pancasila Students Profile in the English for Nusantara
published by the Ministry of Education.



E. Research Significances
The results of this textbook analysis are expected to provide
several benefits theoretically as well as practically with the
following:
1. Theoretically
The results of this study are used to explain the cultural
values applied to an English textbook entitled “English
for Nusantara” for seventh grade of Junior High School
published by Center of Curriculum and Books and The
Ministry of Education. It also might be a source of data or
a point of reference for other studies on the topic.
2. Practically
The result of this research was beneficial for:
a. The Teachers
This research can provide in-depth information and
teachers can determine which cultural values are
allowed and which are inappropriate in textbooks.
b. The Students
The results of this study can help students understand
the cultural values contained in the seventh grade
English textbook of Junior High School “English For
Nusantara”.
c. The Researcher
This research can develop her knowledge in
analyzing the cultural values in an English textbook
for an seventh grade of junior high school “English
for Nusantara” by discussing the types of culture and
appropriate cultural values.
d. The Other Researcher
Other researches interested in conducting similar
research may consider this research, which may
provide an overview of analyzing the cultural values
using method of analyzing. In this way, researchers
contribute to classifying books suitable for use in
classroom learning.
F. Definition of Key Terms
a. English textbook
One of the learning tools that can support learning
activities for English courses, which are owned by



teachers and learners and said to be a repository of
English course learning resources.
b. Content Analysis
The method used by the experts (researchers, teachers) to
find out how qualified the contents of the textbooks are
used in learning English.
c. Types of Culture
According to its distribution range, culture are divided
into three types: source culture, target culture, and
international culture.
d. Cultural Values
Cultural values are a component of personality that are
accepted as normal in social interactions. Examples of
cultural values include moral principles, social justice,
and democracy.
G. Organization of Thesis
In general, the systematic discussion is divided into three
parts; they are the beginning part, the content part, and the
final part.
1. The Beginning
At the beginning contains the cover/title page, approval
page, statement of work's originality/declaration, abstract
(in English), abstrak (in Indonesian), motto, dedication
page, acknowledgments, preface, table of contents, and
list of
abbreviations/tables/figures/illustrations/appendices.
2. The Content Part
This part of the content is the core of the thesis that has
been made. Five chapters will be discussed in this part.
a. Chapter I: Introduction
This chapter describes the basic things needed in this
research, including research background, research
focus and scope, research problems, research
objectives, research significance, the definition of key
terms, and the organization of the thesis.
b. Chapter I1: Review of Related Literature
This chapter includes a theoretical description,
theoretical framework, and review of the previous
study.



c. Chapter IlI: Research Methodology
The research methodology chapter covers four topics:
research method, research subject, instrument and
data collection technique, and data analysis technique.

d. Chapter IV: Research Finding and Discussion
This chapter includes only two parts; they are
research results and discussion.

e. Chapter V: Conclusion and Recommendation

3. The End of Part

The end of the part, also called the closing page, consists

of references that are used as a source of the materials

from the thesis. In addition, there is an appendix and

curriculum vitae.

These three parts that have been mentioned are written in
sequence following the thesis writing guidelines given in
qualitative research.



