CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background

Referring to the results of the EF EPI survey as an
international benchmark has measured adult English
proficiency that the results of the 2018 English First English
Proficiency Index (EF EPI) survey, the English proficiency of
students and Indonesian people is still lacking compared to
neighbouring countries; Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei.
Indonesia is ranked 51st out of 88 participating countries. This
is lower than the previous year in Indonesia, ranked 39th out of
80 countries. EF EPI scores declined, From 52.15 to 51.58 (-
0.57)'. The results of the PISA Program released by the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) 2019 stated that Indonesia ranked 62nd or the bottom
ten countries out of 70 countries related to literacy, especially
writing®. Regarding Indonesia's low position, Indonesian
education needs to be optimized to be better. Among them is
that teachers can develop innovative learning methods or
models. Therefore, if Indonesia can develop learning models
that are appropriate for the citizens, the quality of education in
Indonesia can be better.

According to Widyasari, the ability of teachers to
create various learning activities that can interact with objects
and the environment around them to improve the foundation of
their thinking, language, vision, and behaviour and can
encourage students' willingness to learn is an important role in
teaching and learning®. But, the implementation of all those
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expectations is not easy. The most important thing is how
teachers innovate in creating effective learning designs to
motivate students. Arafat adopted the opinion of Uno that
ideally, teachers should consider learning strategies or methods
based on the principles of efficiency and effectiveness to
achieve learning objectives and the level of student
engagement®. It should be noted that the application of
inappropriate learning models, strategies, approaches and
methods will make the learning process in the classroom
ineffective it affects the development of low students”.

Therefore, the teacher needs to analyze which
application can help them to improve the quality of learning
model. Allah SWT has said in the Al-Quran surah Al-Najm
verses 39-40 about the importance of humans to strive as
follows®:

NG S i~ 1.6/ sy V7 BN “N /,{.i/
Meaning: "... and that a human being does not get other than

what he has worked for and that his efforts will be
shown (to him)...".

But, many teachers still use traditional model learning
in the classroom. The traditional method teachers use
predominantly teacher-centred, and students become passive.
In the Malaysian Online Journal of Educational Technology,
Farha Alia Mokhtar has adopted the opinions of experts such
as Felder and Silverman, Godleski, Oxford, Smith and
Renzulli, who simultaneously reveal that conventional or
traditional teaching methods make students disinterested in
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class, discouraged, bored, and stop trying tasks from the
teacher’. Noor and Husna support the findings that the
influence of direct (traditional) learning and teachers
conveying information only goes one way. More crucially, it
causes students' communication ability to be low®. Reinforced
by Yudiastuti et al. that the influence of the lecture method
makes learning monotonous and meaningless®. Thus, the
teacher's learning process should provide material and how to
create a good and meaningful emotional connection so that
students do not get bored quickly. Therefore, the traditional
method also needs improvement regarding always improving
learning.

Based on the above phenomenon, the dilemma of the
effectiveness of traditional learning models triggering
classroom learning requires new studies and paradigms for
better learning®®. According to Widodo and Joko that the
paradigm shift from teacher-centred learning to student-
centred learning is an effort to optimize the learning process to
grow students*’. Reinforced by Wartini that learning that
makes students active in scientific skills by building
interaction between students and teachers or students with
students will be intertwined effectively than learning will be
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meaningful . Student-centred learning is believed to be better
than teacher-centred learning because student-centred learning
will create a "growth of learning" in students. Furthermore,
examples of writing learning with their difficulty level will be
effective if the learning is student-centred. Based on the above
statement, student-centred learning can be a good solution for
teachers to improve their students' curiosity. This must be done
to make the quality of education in Indonesia better.

So much so that the author wants to use one of the
cooperative learning models as a learning support; this method
is student-centred because it is designed with group work in
research. The TGT (Team Game Tournament) type of
cooperative learning method will be implemented in this study.
According to Hasymyati TGT is one of the models cooperative
learning that puts students into teams with different abilities to
facing a tournament with a team of 2-6 members®. According
to Slavin as the developer of the TGT learning model adopted
by Novitasari from Huda, aspects of TGT can develop basic
skills, achievement, positive interaction between students, self-
esteem and attitude of acceptance in other students*®. This has
been proven by the results of Miftahul Chaira's research that
the application of the TGT cooperative learning model can
improve students' English learning outcomes™. From the
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results of Robiatul Adawiyah's research, it was also stated that
the use of the TGT learning model on the subject of objects in
class in English learning can improve students' vocabulary
skills™.

Based on this, it can be said that the role of TGT can
help optimize learning. The existence of team games can have
an impact and it can help students to strengthen their
understanding of the material. Hopefully, this method can be a
reference for other teachers who want to improve their
education quality.

The focus of this study, TGT implications, aims to
improve students' understanding of writing descriptive texts.
As a benchmark, the aspects assessed in learning to write
descriptive texts include content, grammar, accuracy,
suitability of themes, and vocabulary. From the results of the
researcher's interview with the teacher of English subjects in
class VII at MTs Tahfidz Yanbuul Qur'an Menawan, it is
stated that aspects such as the above, on average, become a
student obstacle when writing descriptive texts. This is because
students are still confused about descriptive text theory.
Students also say a lot that writing is difficult. Students write
only casually without the correct concept of writing."” This is
consistent with the findings conducted by Hidayatul's research,
which stated that many students do not understand how to
describe a person according to physique and personality™.

In addition, it was reinforced by the results of Faisal
Mustafa's research which found that in the linguistic category,
the most dominant types of student writing errors were tense
(48.4%), followed by articles (35%), indefinite verbs (34.9%),
tense verbs (34.3%), plurals (33.3%), and prepositions
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(30%)". So, to assist teachers in solving problems faced by
students, this research needs to be done. This effort is expected
to create student progress in learning.

Related to this, through the TGT learning model it is
hoped that learning to write descriptive texts will become
innovative, meaningful and can shape the growth of student
learning. To make it more interesting, learning in this study
will be compared with traditional learning models based on
Kurtilas (K13). By using this comparison, researchers can
make new references to other teachers who use this model.
This model is also not suitable for every school, but in fact, we
can use several models based on the conditions of our students.
This research, is there a significant difference in the average
value of students between the influence of the TGT learning
model in improving the ability to write descriptive texts of
students in class VII MTs Yanbuul Qur'an Menawan academic
year 2022/2023. And is the TGT learning model is more
positive in increasing students' understanding in writing
descriptive texts. For that, the researcher chose the title
"Comparative Study Between TGT (Team Game Tournament)
and Traditional learning model in Enhance Student's Writing
Skills on a Descriptive Text of The Class VII MTs Tahfidz
Yanbuul Qur'an Menawan In the Year 2022/2023."

B. Research Focus and Scope

This research compares TGT and Traditional methods
to enhance students' writing skills on a descriptive text of the
Class VII MTs Yanbu'ul Qur'an Menawan in 2022/2023. In
this study, the researcher realizes that the teacher must use the
appropriate technique to train students' writing skills. This
research also focuses on the models and strategy used by the
teacher to smash the problem in comparing the learning model
between TGT and Traditional Method.
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C. Research Problem

Based on the background of the problem above, the

formulation of the problem is manifested in the form of the
following questions:

1.

Is there a significant difference in the average value of
students between the influence of the TGT learning model
in improving the ability to write descriptive texts of
students in class VII MTs Yanbuul Qur'an Menawan in
academic year 2022/2023?

Does the TGT learning model is more positive in
increasing students' understanding in writing descriptive
texts in the class VII MTs Yanbuul Qur'an Menawan in
academic year 2022/2023 ?

D. Research Objective

1.

To find out whether there is or not a significant
difference in the average value of students between the
influence of the TGT learning model in improving the
ability to write descriptive texts of students in class VII
MTs Yanbuul Qur'an Menawan academic year.
2022/2023.

To obtain findings that the TGT learning model is more
positive in increasing students' understanding in writing
descriptive texts.

E. Research Significances

The results of this research are expected to be helpful

for all interested parties in the problem under study.
Specifically as follows:

1.

2.

For Student

a. This research is expected to enhance students'
understanding of writing ability.

b. This research is expected to obtain an effective
learning model for understanding the material.

For teacher

a. As an evaluation material, the teacher's creativity
through appropriate learning models determines the
improvement of students' writing comprehension.

b. Get references that can be taken into consideration in
determining the learning model.



3. For researcher
a. Get hands-on experience in class about the effects of
the TGT learning model on students' writing
comprehension skills.
b. It can add insight and researcher experience and
provide corrective thoughts from learning problems
in the classroom.

F. Definition of Key Terms
1. Cooperative Models

Richards and Renandya was mentioned that
cooperative learning promotes student-centred learning
because it has greater input, greater motivation to learn, a
relaxed atmosphere, and more meaning. It is hoped that
students will be motivated to improve their writing skills
with more practice.”

2. TGT (Teams Games Tournament).

TGT has about four to five members for each
group conducting a worksheet. The students can play
games related to the given topics in the class®. TGT is
part of cooperative learning in the classroom to encourage
more meaningful language learning. Discussion learning
will take precedence in this study. Therefore, this strategy
is rated appropriate for all students in written language
comprehension.

3. Traditional Method

The traditional learning model is representative of
conventional learning, where generally learning in this
domain, the teacher as a guide in the classroom. Students
as listeners. This learning is still thick, characterized by
typical question and answer, discussion and teacher
lectures. In addition, this Instructor starts discussions in
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class and focuses exclusively on knowing the content in
textbooks and notes. Students receive such information
passively”.
4. Writing Skill Ability

Nunan implies that writing is a process of thinking
for bright ideas and jotting them down into statements and
paragraphs clearly®. In the process of writing, a writer
must be able to think of new ideas related to the topic to
be written. In addition, the goal of writing instruction is to
help students become fluent and accurate communicators
in both spoken and written language. He also needs to be
able to organize ideas to create good products. Writing
comprehension is a key term that will be studied further in
this research.

5. Deskriptif Text

Descriptive text is giving detailed information
about a place, person, or thing in detail. > Descriptive
text is a type of simple text that is taught starting from
class VII MTs. Tahfidz Yanbuul Qur'an Menawan.
Students are required to be able to describe a certain
thing, person, or place. Even though it looks simple to
write a text that describes something or someone, many
students still need more guidance to write this kind of
text. This indicated that there were still many students'
skills in writing descriptive texts that were not optimal.
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G. Organization of Thesis
1. Initial Part
This chapter contains the title page,
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offerings, introductory words, table of contents, and lists
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CHAPTER V : CLOSING
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research results that have been
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time, the advice includes the
author's appeal to the reader to
develop the suggestion into the
next research material.
3. Final Part
This section includes a bibliography along with
appendices
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