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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 

This chapter is the core of this research. The answers to the 

research questions are provided in this chapter. The researcher conveys 

the research findings and discussions to make it clearer for the readers. 

A. Research Results 
1. The Implementation of Digital Storytelling as an Active 

Learning Tool for Improving Speaking Skill 

This research was conducted by the researcher from 

March 28
th
 to April 28

th
, 2023. Based on interviews with the 

English teacher, the implementation of digital storytelling in 

teaching speaking encourages students to be more active and 

enthusiastic. As stated by the English teacher: 

When I teach using digital storytelling, the students look 

more enthusiastic and excited. Like most teachers, the 

teaching method using storytelling techniques has been 

very familiar from ancient times. Initially, from the 

storytelling method, which was then transformed into a 

video, digital storytelling here is not only storytelling 

videos that tell old tales but also videos explaining 

learning material in class, videos conveying opinions or 

personal experiences, or it can also be vlogs. By learning 

to use video displays, students are not only more 

enthusiastic, but they can also more easily understand 

what is being conveyed, because when we watch a video, 

we not only see but also hear and read the captions and 

subtitles in the video. and it really helps their 

comprehension. We can repeat explanations via video.
1
 

In the implementation of the learning process using 

digital storytelling, there are several stages carried out by the 

English teacher, including: 

a. The Planning Stage in The Implementation of Digital 

Storytelling 

The planning of using digital storytelling in teaching 

speaking to the eighth-grade students aims to ensure that the 

implementation of learning goes smoothly and that these 

activities may be accomplished effectively. JR as an English 

                                                           
1JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April 15th, 2023. 
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teacher, said that the preparatory stage in implementing 

digital storytelling in teaching speaking was as follows: 

1) Made a lesson plan 

A lesson plan is a guide for teachers to carry out 

learning activities in the classroom. The making of a 

lesson plan is an essential part of teaching preparation. It 

involves preparing material and a suitable method for the 

students so that learning activities in the classroom are 

more systematic and directed. As the English teacher 

said: 

I usually use video media or digital storytelling for 

material whose competence directs students to listen, 

speak, read, and write. Just like for the eighth-grade 

material when learning about narrative texts. So I 

give an example of digital storytelling. And before I 

implemented the digital storytelling, I also prepared a 

lesson plan.
2
 

2) Setting up digital storytelling as the learning material 

The learning material used must be adjusted to the 

ability and character of the students. Learning material in 

accordance with the character and ability of students will 

be easier for them to understand. JR as an English 

teacher, chooses stories that are appropriate for the 

abilities or characteristics of the students. 

In order for students to better understand examples of 

digital storytelling and be more appropriate to their 

abilities, choosing an appropriate story is also 

important.
3
 

The story entitled "The Island of Feelings" was 

chosen by the English teacher. This story has enough 

aspects that must exist in storytelling, namely the 

message, the conflict, the character, and the plot. 

Additionally, this story uses common terminology and is 

the kind of short story that can be read or finished in one 

sitting, which is relatively easy for students to 

understand. The story of "The Island of Feelings" is a 

modification of the story from "Time and Love," which 

                                                           
2JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April, 15th 2023. 
3JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April, 15th 2023. 
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can be accessed on the kidsworldfun web page.
4
 JR as an 

English teacher, creates digital storytelling with phone 

and mobile applications. Canva for the appearance and 

Capcut for the editing video process. Canva is a graphic 

design application that can be used to create social media 

posts such as presentations, posters, videos, logos, and 

more. And Capcut is a simple video editor and video 

maker application that already has a variety of features 

that make it easy to create videos. Both are popular 

applications and easy to use for editing and developing 

stories, like digital storytelling, with complete features 

and available templates that simplify the creation 

process. 

Making digital storytelling can also be done with a 

smartphone and simple applications such as Canva 

and CapCut.
5
 

The following is a display of digital storytelling and 

mobile applications used by JR as an English teacher to 

prepare learning materials: 

 
Picture. 4.1. Digital Storytelling By English Teacher

6
 

 

                                                           
4Kids World Fun, “Love and Time – Short Story”, accessed April 20th 

2023, https://www.kidsworldfun.com/shortstories_loveandtime.php 
5JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April, 15th 2023. 
6Documentation of Digital Storytelling, Documentation by researcher, 

Documentation 1, April 4th, 2023. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NKdaG9SixZy-

sTTCLUW9Rj4i7aKP7pQY 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NKdaG9SixZy-sTTCLUW9Rj4i7aKP7pQY
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NKdaG9SixZy-sTTCLUW9Rj4i7aKP7pQY


 

41 

 

 
 

Picture. 4.2. Applications that the English Teacher 

Used to Create Digital Storytelling
7
 

3) Setting up a projector and sound system. 

The teacher typically prepares the tools that are 

needed for learning activities before starting the learning 

process, such as a projector, laptop, and sound system. In 

the implementation of digital storytelling, JR as an 

English teacher, also added the tools of the storyboard. 

The storyboard is optional. It is used to teach students the 

steps for creating digital storytelling and to attract their 

attention to the plot of the story. The materials for 

making a storyboard consist of printed-out pictures of the 

storyline, styrofoam, and double-tip or push-pins. The 

tools that they need are supported by the school.
8
 Based 

on the interview with JR as an English teacher. 

The school also supported all the equipment 

necessary to carry out the learning activities.
9
 

                                                           
7Documentation of Digital Storytelling, Documentation by researcher, 

Documentation 2, April 4th, 2023. 
8Observation of the Implementation of digital storytelling, Observation by 

researcher, Observation 1, April 4th,  2023. 
9JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April, 15th 2023. 
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b. The Practical Stage in The Implementation of Digital 

Storytelling 

At the practical stage, there are three activities, 

namely, the opening activity, the core activity, and the 

closing activity. The details of the activities are as follows: 

1) Opening activities 

The researcher observed that before starting the 

lesson, the English teacher entered the class with a 

greeting by saying, “Assalamu’alaikum Warahmatullahi 

Wabarakatuh”. Then, the teacher asked the students 

about their conditions, and after that, she checked the 

student attendance data and read Basmalah together to 

start the learning process. JR as an English teacher, uses 

digital storytelling as a warm-up and motivation before 

starting the class, with the aim of focusing students' 

attention on following the learning process. She gives a 

warm-up of digital storytelling to the students for fifteen 

minutes. She uses digital storytelling as an example and 

media practices so that students can improve their 

speaking skills.
10

 

Digital storytelling is helpful for engaging students 

in the subject matter. The students look more 

motivated and excited.
11

 

2) Core activities 

After opening the class, the English teacher reviews 

a brief explanation of the narrative text. The 

implementation of digital storytelling in the core of 

activities starts with the English teacher giving an 

example of narrative text with digital storytelling and 

explaining how it relates to the learning material. After 

that, JR as an English teacher, played digital storytelling 

about "The Island of Feelings" and ordered the students 

to watch. 

                                                           
10Observation of the Implementation of digital storytelling, Observation by 

researcher, Observation 1, April 4th,  2023. 
11JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April, 15th 2023. 
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Picture. 4.3. The Implementation of Digital 

Storytelling by English Teacher
12

 

After students watched the video, JR as an English 

teacher asked them to repeat and interpret it together, 

also concluded what the video told or explained. At the 

time of observation, it was seen that the students were 

enthusiastic about participating in activities delivered by 

the teacher. The question asked by the teacher are often 

answered and become interesting discussion activities. 

Some students who understood the storyline but were 

still confused about the meaning of some vocabulary also 

ask question. Some of the vocabulary questions asked by 

students are "Vanity", "Sink" and "Sunk", and the 

difference between "Boat" and "Vessel". JR as an 

English teacher also give vocabulary clues and how to 

pronounce it together with students. After that, the 

students were invited randomly to come forward to 

compile a storyboard. 

                                                           
12Documentation of Digital Storytelling Implementation, Documentation by 

researcher, Documentation 3, April 4th, 2023. 
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   Picture. 4.4. Student’s Participation in the Learning 

Process
13

 

A storyboard is a design draft that is nicely organized 

and has a sequence that follows the story script in order 

to make the provided script's plot easier to understand.
14

 

In order to assess their comprehension of storylines, I 

challenge students to compile a storyboard, as you 

saw in class yesterday so that they will remember the 

storyline again. This storyboard includes steps for 

creating digital storytelling.
15

 

Then, JR as an English teacher explains the use of 

storyboards in digital storytelling and the steps for 

making digital storytelling as follows: 

                                                           
13 Documentation of Digital Storytelling Implementation, Documentation 

by researcher, Documentation 4, April 4th, 2023. 
14 Observation of the Implementation of Digital Storytelling, Observation 

by researcher, Observation 2, April 4th,  2023. 
15 JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April, 15th 2023. 
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a) Generating ideas about what will be conveyed with 

digital storytelling. 

b) Write a script or storyboard to explain how the 

digital story will unfold. 

c) Create digital stories that may need the collection of 

images or video clips, recording voiceovers, 

selecting music, and adding sound effects as directed 

by the script or storyboard. 

The English teacher guides students in creating 

digital storytelling with the steps above and introduces 

some simple applications that students can use. Students 

are divided into several groups to practice conveying 

narrative texts through digital storytelling. JR as an 

English teacher, then gives students time to discuss. In 

the discussion session, the English teacher also gave 

initiative questions to direct students, "What kind of 

story idea will it form?", "What theme do they want to 

raise?" and "What application will be used?". The 

English teacher instructs and recommends, so the 

students can collaborate in groups to choose concepts 

and discuss what the storyboard will be like, what 

applications will be used, and what the division of tasks 

will be like. Furthermore, students will have the 

opportunity to improve their pronunciation, intonation, 

tone, articulation, and fluency in order to improve their 

speaking skills.
16

 

I give instructions to students for the tasks they will 

complete, namely creating digital storytelling. I do 

this by dividing the jobs into groups so that students 

can divide the tasks, starting with choosing a story to 

create, writing the script or storyboard, and choosing 

the visuals, such as looking for pictures. Photo or 

video clips that support the story, sound recording, as 

well as creative editing. As a result, they will all 

learn together, and their speaking skills will also 

improve since students will learn how to tell stories 

effectively through the creation of digital 

                                                           
16 Observation of the Implementation of digital storytelling, Observation by 

researcher, Observation 2, April 4th,  2023. 
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storytelling, including proper pronunciation and 

intonation.
17

 

3) Closing Activities 

At the end of those learning activities, JR as an 

English teacher, reassured students that they understood 

by asking if there was anything they wanted to ask. The 

teacher asks questions about the material that has been 

delivered with the aim of knowing how much students 

understand after following the lesson. The teacher 

motivated students to keep the spirit of learning. JR as an 

English teacher, also announced assignment due dates 

during this closing stage before ending by saying 

greetings. 

At each stage, motivation is needed. God willing, the 

motivation from the teacher will be balanced with the 

results of the students' work.
18

 

c. The Evaluation Stage in The Implementation of Digital 

Storytelling 

The teacher provides an evaluation at the next 

meeting after the students have collected their homework. 

Evaluation is carried out at the last stage after the teaching 

and learning activities are over. The evaluation helps to see 

how far the success rate of digital storytelling has been 

applied to teaching speaking. The teacher is required to be 

able to evaluate the story and what can be learned from it.
19

 

 After the assignments are collected, I will assess 

them as well as provide reflection and evaluation, as 

well as positive affirmations for their assignments, so 

that they are even more motivated to learn.
20

 

Based on the results of interviews with the English 

teacher, the researcher found that several aspects were used 

as an assessment by the English teacher to evaluate the 

students‟ speaking skills, as follows: 

                                                           
17JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April, 15th 2023. 
18 JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April, 15th 2023. 
19Observation of the Implementation of digital storytelling, Observation by 

researcher, Observation 3, April 11th,  2023. 
20JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April, 15th 2023. 
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1) Pronunciation, or how students were able to pronounce 

English words correctly. 

2) Fluency, or the extent to which students are able to 

speak fluently without any doubts. 

3) Vocabulary, or the students' ability to choose words. 

4) Comprehension, or the extent to which students 

understand phrases and sentences from the story. 

5) Grammar, or the extent to which students can arrange 

sentences with proper grammar. 

From the digital storytelling project, the teacher can 

assess aspects of speaking mastered by students and provide 

feedback if there are aspects that are felt to have not been 

improved. There are important notes that the teacher gives, 

such as pronunciation errors or a lack of ability to pronounce 

English vocabulary clearly. The teacher advises students to 

improve their English speaking skills by practicing as often 

as possible by listening to examples of English pronunciation 

on Google Translate or from things they like, such as English 

videos like digital storytelling. 

I evaluate the students' speaking skills by evaluating 

pronunciation first, then fluency, ability to choose 

vocabulary, then comprehension, and finally 

grammar.
21

 

As a group project, students submit their digital 

storytelling in different stories. The first group talked about 

"What is Digital Storytelling". The story is summarized in 

the proper order of explanation, which introduces digital 

storytelling as a modern medium that can be used as an 

alternative to learning English. The narration is short, with 

pastel backgrounds and moving text. The Picture of how to 

make digital storytelling was downloaded from the internet 

and fits perfectly with the text narrative. It looks attractive 

with color video slide transitions and background music. 

There are no grammatical errors. The narration was conveyed 

fluently, and there were only a few pronunciations that 

received feedback from the teacher, namely the 

                                                           
21 JR as English teacher, Interview by researcher, Interview 1, transcript, 

April, 15th 2023. 
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pronunciation of "The" before a vowel becomes "Thee", with 

the "ee" sound (as in meet).
22

 

 
Picture. 4.5. Student’s Digital Storytelling (What is Digital 

Storytelling)
23

 

The second group developed a fairy tale entitled 

"The Legend of Surabaya". The narrative is long, telling a 

memorable story from a Surabayan folk tale about a shark 

and crocodile fight. This digital storytelling is supported by 

colorful pictures and characters. It is narrated in the simple 

past tense without grammatical errors. The addition of 

appropriate background sounds and conversation clouds for 

each character makes this digital storytelling even more 

interesting. The storytelling is good. It was conveyed with 

clear pronunciation and good intonation.
24

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
22 Observation of the Implementation of digital storytelling, Observation by 

researcher, Observation 3, April 11th,  2023 
23Documentation of Digital Storytelling Implementation, Documentation by 

researcher, Documentation 5, April 11th, 2023. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HdLpCbHzx5X2DRY1BCzd7xWEcxcRRiu1/vi

ew?usp=drivesdk 
24Observation of the Implementation of digital storytelling, Observation by 

researcher, Observation 3, April 11th,  2023. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HdLpCbHzx5X2DRY1BCzd7xWEcxcRRiu1/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HdLpCbHzx5X2DRY1BCzd7xWEcxcRRiu1/view?usp=drivesdk
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Picture. 4.6. Student’s Digital Storytelling (The Legend of 

Surabaya)
25

 

The third group presents another story with the type 

of fable, which is entitled "The True Friends". The narrative 

is quite simple. The appearance of digital storytelling was 

downloaded from the internet, and it looks attractive with 

video slide transitions and background music. There are no 

grammatical errors. The story is well summed up with a 

moral lesson, which tells about the journey of friendship 

between a squirrel and a puppy who teaches about helping 

friends in need. But, overall, more practice with 

                                                           
25Documentation of Digital Storytelling Implementation, Documentation by 

researcher, Documentation 6, April 11th, 2023. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hk9NfsEKEVUk-

yMnpO6wepsDc3ACH2M5/view?usp=drivesdk 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hk9NfsEKEVUk-yMnpO6wepsDc3ACH2M5/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hk9NfsEKEVUk-yMnpO6wepsDc3ACH2M5/view?usp=drivesdk
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pronunciation and intonation is needed because there is 

several words were not delivered clearly.
26

 

 
Picture. 4.7. Student’s Digital Storytelling (The True 

Friend)
27

 

The fourth group developed a story that included half 

of the original story, which is entitled "Ramadhan." The story 

is well summed up with a moral lesson, which tells about the 

privileges of the month of Ramadhan, from its benefits to 

health, physical and spiritual. The narration is quite simple, 

matched with a beautiful set of video clips and impressive 

transitions. Additional captions and back sound also add to 

the understanding and make digital storytelling more 

interesting. The narration is delivered quite well, but maybe 

it needs to increase the voice power and intonation so that it 

can be heard more clearly.
28

 

                                                           
26 Observation of the Implementation of digital storytelling, Observation by 

researcher, Observation 3, April 11th,  2023. 
27Documentation of Digital Storytelling Implementation, Documentation by 

researcher, Documentation 7, April 11th, 2023. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HmXGWs8isjB9SHYzL3Fbgh15sJDmYw5i/vie

w?usp=drivesdk 
28 Observation of the Implementation of digital storytelling, Observation by 

researcher, Observation 3, April 11th,  2023. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HmXGWs8isjB9SHYzL3Fbgh15sJDmYw5i/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HmXGWs8isjB9SHYzL3Fbgh15sJDmYw5i/view?usp=drivesdk
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Picture. 4.8. Student’s Digital Storytelling (Ramadhan)

29
 

The last group presented a story entitled "Ki Hajar 

Dewantara." The story is summarized in the correct order of 

explanation and closes with a moral message. This digital 

storytelling tells about the life journey of Ki Hajar 

Dewantara, an inspirational figure who, although of noble 

descent, still associates with the lower society and is truly 

struggling and devoted to the interests of their nation. Ki 

Hajar Dewantara is very active and cares about the world of 

education. He set many examples and motivated young 

people to continue to be passionate about learning about 

science. One of the words of motivation from Ki Hajar 

Dewantara that is still attached to all of us today is "Tut wuri 

handayani", or the original: ing ngarsa sung tulada, ing 

madya mangun karsa, tut wuri handayani. A vintage video 

with transitional displays of historical photos and narration 

related to Ki Hajar Dewantara. Delivered with clear 

pronunciation and good intonation.
30

 

                                                           
29 Documentation of Digital Storytelling Implementation, Documentation 

by researcher, Documentation 8, April 11th, 2023. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hl9Yj3fUclIB2519rRexR2VAMN2j-

CE7/view?usp=drivesdk 
30Observation of the Implementation of digital storytelling, Observation by 

researcher, Observation 3, April 11th,  2023. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hl9Yj3fUclIB2519rRexR2VAMN2j-CE7/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hl9Yj3fUclIB2519rRexR2VAMN2j-CE7/view?usp=drivesdk


 

52 

 
Picture. 4.9. Student’s Digital Storytelling (Ki Hajar 

Dewantara)
31

 

All of the students‟ digital stories presented above 

were short, which lasted for 2-5 minutes, but students tried to 

capture the message of the story properly. Digital storytelling 

was well received by the students who used it in their 

learning process. The teacher also does not forget to give 

appreciation to all groups because they are responsible for 

completing the assignments given. The teacher shows 

appreciation for their enthusiasm to improve their speaking 

skills by saying very good, good job, awesome, and so on. 

By using these words, students will feel that their work is 

valued by the teacher, which can arouse enthusiasm for 

learning. 
From the implementation of digital storytelling, the 

researcher discovered a sense that suggests that using digital 

storytelling to improve students' speaking abilities has some 

effect. Digital storytelling gives some advantages in the 

fields of technology and education. Digital storytelling in 

                                                           
31Documentation of Digital Storytelling Implementation, Documentation by 

researcher, Documentation 9, April 11th, 2023.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HdSpQKg1ryKgTJlsKgvS4rtUO1--

bqhI/view?usp=drivesdk 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HdSpQKg1ryKgTJlsKgvS4rtUO1--bqhI/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HdSpQKg1ryKgTJlsKgvS4rtUO1--bqhI/view?usp=drivesdk
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education could be utilized by teachers as a pedagogical tool 

to teach speaking ability.
32 

 
2. Students’ Perception on Digital Storytelling as an Active 

Learning Tool for Improving Speaking Skill 

Every human being has their own perception. This part 

deals with the students‟ perception regarding the implementation 

of digital storytelling in English learning activities for improving 

speaking skills. From the ten students interviewed, the results 

were as follows: 

a. Students are Interested in the Use of Digital Storytelling 

for Improving Speaking Skill 

The answers of the students were very positive. They 

stated that digital storytelling was very interesting and made 

it easier for them to understand because it was explained with 

pictures and sound, so it was easier to learn English, 

memorize vocabulary, foster creativity and imagination, and 

was not boring. They explain that answer below. Student 1 

said that: 

Digital storytelling makes me easier to understand, 

it's been explained with pictures and sound, so it's 

easier to learn English. I also understand better what 

is being conveyed.
33

 

Student 2 also explained that: 

Interesting, in terms of story and appearance. Besides 

seeing, we can also listen to what is being said. So 

it's more fun than just reading, which can get 

boring.
34

 

On the other hand, student 3 explained that: 

Good, quite interesting. The story continues, then 

makes us more imaginative, and there is also text 

with pictures so we can get a better understanding. 

There is also sound, so everything is clearer.
35

 

From several students' explanations about their 

perception on digital storytelling above. We could see the 

students expressed their interest due to the explanation of 

                                                           
32Observation of the Implementation of digital storytelling, by researcher, 

Observation 3, April 11th,  2023. 
33S1, Interview by researcher, Interview 2, transcript, April 12th, 2023. 
34S2, Interview by researcher, Interview 3, transcript, April 12th, 2023. 
35S3, Interview by researcher, Interview 4, transcript, April 12th, 2023. 
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visuals and sounds in digital storytelling, the students find it 

simpler to learn English and understand the information 

provided. It is more interesting and enjoyable than reading. 

As the story develops and the material becomes clearer, 

students find it more engaging and imaginative. 

b. Students Regard Digital Storytelling as A Learning Tool 

that Helps Them to Practice Speaking 

Furthermore, there are several students who regard 

the use of digital storytelling as a learning tool is “helpful” to 

improve their speaking skills. As student 3 stated: 

It really helps. After learning digital storytelling, I 

have more practice telling stories in English, so my 

speaking can also be better.
36

 

Student 5 also explained that: 

It's pretty helpful. From digital storytelling, I can 

easily remember new vocabulary, and it also helps 

me to know how to pronounce it in English.
37

 

On a different day, student 6 explained that: 

I think this is very helpful because it can train us to 

become better speakers, and with media such as 

digital storytelling, it will make learning more 

enjoyable.
38

 

From the quotation above, we could see that the 

students expressed their perception of how digital storytelling 

helped them in the process of improving their speaking skills. 

The statement above indicates that the use of digital 

storytelling has the potential to facilitate learning. 

Additionally, digital storytelling has a positive impact on 

students. Using digital storytelling can be an interesting 

teaching strategy and maintain students' attention so they are 

motivated to learn. 

c. Digital Storytelling Increases Self-Motivation in Learning 

to Speak 

The teacher may influence student motivation during 

the learning process by using digital storytelling. Interview 

results from several students‟ perceptions were presented to 

describe student motivation. Student 1 said that: 

                                                           
36S3, Interview by researcher, Interview 4, transcript, April 12th, 2023. 
37S5, Interview by researcher, Interview 6, transcript, April 12th, 2023. 
38S6, Interview by researcher, Interview 7, transcript, April 13th, 2023. 
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I feel motivated. We can learn through stories, which 

are also easy to remember. And what makes me more 

motivated is the process of making the video. Even 

though I have to practice reading it repeatedly, I still 

enjoy it. And after the video is finished, I can repeat 

it over and over to watch and listen to it again. And 

there is a certain satisfaction.
39

 

In line with the opinion of student 1, student 9 revealed that: 

It's quite motivating, sis, because we also practice 

making digital storytelling.
40

 

In a different place, student 10 stated: 

When looking at digital storytelling, we are more 

motivated to learn English fluently, like in the 

storytelling. Therefore, digital storytelling is very 

useful for us to be even more enthusiastic about 

learning English.
41

 

With the raised of student learning motivation, 

students and teachers can both be engaged in learning and 

teaching language successively through the real, meaningful, 

and interactive process of digital storytelling. 

d. Digital Storytelling Increases Pronunciation in Students’ 

Speaking Skills 

According to students‟ interview results, they learn 

to see examples of correct speech and pronunciation, which 

they can learn and imitate from digital storytelling. The 

reason why students think digital storytelling can improve 

their pronunciation skills is because digital storytelling has a 

caption or script. If they don't understand some words, they 

can repeat the digital storytelling several times and see how 

the vocabulary is written. Student 4 said that: 

I like to watch digital storytelling more than once to 

pay attention to how to pronounce words, through 

digital storytelling, we also learn how to speak 

English well and interestingly.
42

 

Student 7 also explained that: 

By looking at digital storytelling, it can make it 

easier for us to understand the storyline and foster an 

                                                           
39S1, Interview by researcher, Interview 2, transcript, April 12th, 2023. 
40S9, Interview by researcher, Interview 10, transcript, April 13th, 2023. 
41S10, Interview by researcher, Interview 11, transcript, April 13th, 2023. 
42S4, Interview by researcher, Interview 5, transcript, April 12th, 2023. 
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understanding of vocabulary and how to pronounce 

it.
43

 

In line with the opinion of student 7, student 8 revealed that: 

It's interesting and understandable because there are 

pictures, captions, and sound. I'm also getting to 

know new vocabulary and how to pronounce it.
44

 

Along with this project of digital storytelling, the 

students shared what they learned from it. Through digital 

storytelling, they get a fun learning experience because they 

can be creative while learning. Creating digital storytelling 

with their classmates can also become memories that they 

can watch over and over again, so the lessons are more 

memorable. Their positive learning experiences inspire them 

to learn more, including how to talk and tell stories in 

English, tell good stories to attract an audience, learn new 

vocabulary and how to pronounce it, and feel challenged to 

create digital storytelling. They view digital storytelling as a 

medium for practicing English because there are so many 

English learning materials that they need to practice to 

remember. By always exploring new things, learning English 

becomes enjoyable and exciting. 

Additionally, the English teacher of MTs Manahijul 

'Ulum Plaosan also expressed her hopes for innovative 

teaching media related to digital storytelling. Through the use 

of digital storytelling, she hopes the students are becoming 

more and more engaged in English and the students will have 

better speaking, good listening, good writing, and good 

reading skills, so all four skills can be covered.
45

 

 

3. The Challenges Experienced by The Students in Using Digital 

Storytelling 

There are challenges or difficulties encountered during 

the learning process. Based on the results of the interviews, the 

students expressed a range of opinions regarding the challenges 

they face in using digital storytelling. The researcher notices that 

there are three challenges explained by the students. 
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a. Students Feel Challenged in How to Tell The Story in 

English 

The first challenge is that students feel challenged in 

how to tell the story in English. In addition, student 1 and 

student 2 interviewees had the same answer about one of the 

challenges they faced, namely how to tell a story in English. 

They explain the answer below. Student 1 said: 

The delivery is in English, and I'm a bit slurred. So it 

takes more time for me to practice telling the story, 

and learning the correct pronunciation from Google 

Translate also takes time because I usually listen to 

them one by one if something is difficult. Apart from 

editing and looking for material for the video, 

usually my friends and I see the tutorial first.
46

 

Furthermore, Student 2 explained: 

It isn't easy in terms of speaking or telling stories in 

an interesting way, so we have to practice it over and 

over again. Editing is pretty easy because I'm used to 

editing videos like in Capcut.
47

 

According to the student's explanation above, they 

revealed that they faced challenges in their struggle with 

English delivery due to unclear speech, which required more 

practice and learning of pronunciation as well as how to tell 

interesting stories. 

b. Students Feel Challenged in The Process of Creating 

Digital Storytelling 

The second challenge is the process of creating 

digital storytelling. As several students said: 

It's challenging to edit, and it takes quite a bit of 

time. Practice pronunciation first, and then look for 

the materials. Sometimes I've found them, but I'm 

still looking for something more suitable, so the 

process takes time.
48

 

Student 5 added that: 

The challenge is that we need to learn more about 

editing, looking for material one by one, then making 
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sound recordings that sometimes need to be repeated 

until they sound good.
49

 

Reinforced the statement, student 6 said that creating 

digital storytelling also tests their creativity: 

The challenge is that when looking for materials such 

as pictures and video clips, digital storytelling also 

tests our creativity.
50

 

Student 7 also explained that: 

The challenge is when looking for ideas, and during 

the editing process, we have to explore how to make 

it interesting.
51

 

Lastly, in the digital storytelling editing section, 

students also have a challenge with how to make a sound 

clear. As student 8 said: 

When recording our voice, besides having to practice 

pronunciation beforehand, we also have to find a 

quiet place so that the sound is clear.
52

 

From several students' explanations about their 

challenges in creating digital storytelling above, the 

researcher notices that the complicated process of creating 

digital storytelling is a challenging task that requires practice, 

time, and creativity. Students face challenges in editing, 

finding suitable materials, and creating sound recordings. 

Additionally, students need more struggle to make their 

voices clear, as they must practice pronunciation and find a 

quiet place to record their voices. Overall, digital storytelling 

is a challenging and rewarding experience for students. 

 

c. Students Feel Challenged to Create Digital Storytelling in 

Group 

Lastly, students feel challenged to create digital 

storytelling in groups, such as when they collaborate on 

assignments and share their ideas and creativity. As student 9 

and student 10 explained: 

Because Mrs. JR makes digital storytelling 

assignments in groups, sometimes there are 
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challenges or obstacles when dividing assignments 

with friends.
53

 

As well as student 9, who felt challenged to discuss it 

with her group. Student 10 said that: 

The challenge is, when creating the digital 

storytelling concept, what we want to fill it with, 

what story, how it will be plotted, and the editing 

process depends on our creativity.
54

 

Despite that, there was a student who said that they 

did not feel challenged by learning English through digital 

storytelling. As student 3 explained: 

I don't think there's a challenge, it's easy to find, and 

there are lots of examples on YouTube and Google. 

Editing can also be simple, depending on creativity.
55

 

To respond to the challenges of learning English 

using digital storytelling, the teacher's position also faces 

several challenges, but the teacher can deal with them by 

trying several attempts, as explained by the English teacher, 

starting with choosing examples of digital storytelling or 

stories that are suitable for their students' abilities, giving 

instructions what is clear is the most important, especially 

about how the technique for creating digital storytelling 

projects carried out by groups, tells applications that can be 

used and easy to apply such as Capcut, Canva, and materials 

for making digital storytelling can also be obtained from 

Youtube and Google or original video clip recordings that 

they can make it by themselves. Meanwhile, to overcome 

students' difficulties in reciting or telling stories in an 

exciting way, the teacher provides explanations and exercises 

so that students really understand. The rest English teacher 

always motivates students in the learning process.
56
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B. Discussion 
In this chapter, the researcher reviews the results of 

interviews and observations that have been described in the previous 

sub-chapter. The researcher divides the discussion into three parts 

based on the research questions. 

1. The Implementation of Digital Storytelling as an Active 

Learning Tool for Improving Speaking Skill 

Digital storytelling is typically video that combines 

audio, images, and video clips to tell a story. Digital storytelling 

uses multimedia tools to bring narratives to life. Digital stories 

are versatile and can cover a wide variety of topics, such as 

explaining a concept, reflecting on a personal experience, 

retelling a historical event, or making an argument. Digital 

storytelling is an active learning tool that boosts student 

motivation and creates a learning environment that is meaningful 

to story through collaboration and reflection. It also helps 

students develop their speaking skills and creativity. Along with 

it, based on study conducted by Gimeno-Sanz, a learning tool 

called digital storytelling encourages students‟ creativity and 

promotes “learning by doing” in them.
57

 

According to the study conducted by Anggrelin, there are 

three phases of teaching through digital storytelling. The first is 

preparing digital storytelling as a plan, which takes the form of 

preparing stories based on students' abilities or characteristics, 

comprehending the main points of the storyline, selecting 

imaginative choices that can create an enjoyable atmosphere, 

practicing intonation, creating dialogue for conversation, and 

setting the time. Regarding the second, when implementing 

digital storytelling, the utilization of resources and media to 

communicate stories while using understandable language can 

boost student engagement. And finally, after the lesson is over, 

the teacher must also be able to assess the lessons that may be 

drawn from the stories that were told or what can be learned from 

the stories.
58
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The finding of the study conducted by Anggrelin above 

is in line with the use of digital storytelling, which was applied 

by JR as an English teacher. The English teacher involves three 

stages of activities in the learning process. Starting with planning, 

practice, and evaluation. As follows: 

a. The Planning Stage in The Implementation of Digital 

Storytelling 

To accomplish the objectives of a class, preparation 

or planning is essential. The implementation of digital 

storytelling is quite optimal. It begins with the English 

teacher setting up digital storytelling in preparation, starting 

with making a lesson plan, setting up digital storytelling as 

the learning material, and setting up a projector and sound 

system. With proper preparation, the classroom learning 

process can proceed as planned. This is in line with the study 

conducted by Marzuki, good teacher preparation, high 

student motivation, and adequate instructional materials can 

all contribute to a successful teaching-learning process.
59

 

b. The Practical Stage in The Implementation of Digital 

Storytelling 

At the practical stage, there are three activities: 

1) The opening activity 

In the opening activity, the English teacher uses 

digital storytelling as a warm-up and motivation before 

starting the lesson to engage students and improve their 

speaking skills. She uses digital storytelling as an 

example and media practices to engage students and 

create an engaging learning environment. Based on the 

study conducted by Kabaran and Duman, digital 

storytelling is a method that encourages the students‟ 

engagement in the learning process, makes it fun and 

brings an experience directly.
60
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2) The core activity 

The core activities involve the teacher providing an 

example of narrative text with digital storytelling. 

Teacher guiding students through the steps of creating 

digital storytelling. The teacher introduces simple 

applications and encourages students to collaborate in 

group discussions. The teacher also provides initiative 

questions to guide students in choosing concepts, 

themes, and applications. The teacher divides tasks into 

groups, allowing students to choose a story, write a 

script, and choose visuals. This collaborative learning 

process improves pronunciation, intonation, tone, 

articulation, and fluency. The teacher also reassures 

students about their understanding and announces 

assignment due dates. In line with the study conducted 

by Yigit, digital storytelling allows students to 

collaborate, share, focus on knowledge, create, design, 

and present. As a result of this connection, learning 

occurs, and the challenges that students face help them 

learn more as problem solvers.
61

 

3) The closing activity. 

In the closing activity, the English teacher reassured 

students by asking questions about the lesson, aiming to 

assess their understanding. The teacher's motivation and 

guidance are balanced with the students' work, ensuring 

a successful learning experience. 

c. The Evaluation Stage in The Implementation of Digital 

Storytelling 

At the end of the stage, the English teacher does an 

evaluation. The evaluation helps to see how far the success 

rate of digital storytelling has been applied to teaching 

speaking. The English teacher assessed students' speaking 

skills using various aspects, including pronunciation, fluency, 

vocabulary, comprehension, and grammar. The teacher 

assessed the mastery of speaking skills through the digital 

storytelling project and provided feedback for improvement. 

This is in line with the speaking assessment conducted by 

Brown, there are several aspects to assess students‟ speaking 
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skills, such as pronunciation, grammar, comprehension, 

fluency, and vocabulary.
62

 

As a group project, students submitted their digital 

storytelling in different stories. Students' digital stories were 

short, which lasted for 2-5 minutes, but students tried to 

capture the message of the story properly. There are those 

who tell about the meaning of digital storytelling, fairy tales, 

historical stories, and also their own ideas about the month of 

Ramadan. They make digital storytelling with only 

smartphones, editing applications, and their creativity. This is 

in line with the study conducted by Wardani, which shows 

that most digital storytelling is quite brief, ranging in 

duration from 2 to 10 minutes, and saved in a digital format 

that may be viewed on a computer or other device that can 

play video files. Digital stories come in a wide variety of 

forms, including: 

1) Personal narratives are recounts of memorable events in 

a person's life 

2) Historical documentaries: narratives of important 

historical incidents that shed light on the past 

3) As well as narratives that educate or instruct the audience 

on a specific idea or method.
63

 

Digital storytelling was well received by the students 

who used it in their learning process. The narration of their 

digital storytelling was conveyed fluently, with clear 

pronunciation and good intonation. There were only a few 

pronunciations that received feedback from the teacher. 

Furthermore, more practice with pronunciation and 

intonation is required to increase their speaking ability. This 

is in line with the study conducted by Wahyuningsih, which 

found that certain measures to improve students' ability to 

speak English are desperately needed. One of them is by 

designing a medium to improve the effectiveness of language 

teaching and learning through the project of making videos. 
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By creating a video, students will hopefully be able to speak 

up in English with confidence.
64

 

Digital storytelling, as a novel pedagogical tool, has 

been shown in numerous studies by educational researchers 

to have many good effects that may be implemented and 

adopted for enhancing and deepening learning at all 

educational levels and across all fields of study. According to 

empirical data, the inclusion of digital storytelling in the 

educational process helps students improve their technology 

and academic literacy, as well as their willingness to learn.
65

 

Digital storytelling has certain specific objectives in 

education when it comes to speaking English fluently. The 

improvement of pronunciation and intonation, the creation of 

speaking fluency, the ability to think critically, the teaching 

of narrative structure and practice in the description, the 

attempt to let go of inhibitions, the creation of interest and 

the development of listening comprehension, and the 

improvement of connecting to content, relating to learners.
66

 

From the implementation of digital storytelling, the 

researcher discovered a sense that suggests that using digital 

storytelling to improve students' speaking abilities has some 

effect. There are benefits to digital storytelling for both 

technology and education. Digital storytelling in education 

could be utilized by teachers as a pedagogical tool to teach 

speaking ability. Learning activities using digital storytelling 

try to raise enthusiasm and encourage students to become 

active in learning. 

Based on study conducted by Haleem, digital 

technologies are a valuable tool that can enhance education 

in many ways, including by making it easier for teachers to 
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generate instructional materials and giving students new 

ways to study and communicate. It can also be utilized as a 

dynamic tool for distance education. Therefore, it is believed 

that digital storytelling may improve the learning process. 

With digital storytelling, there are no time or space 

constraints.
67

 

2. Students’ Perception on Digital Storytelling as an Active 

Learning Tool for Improving Speaking Skill 

Speaking is one of the language skills utilized in daily 

life, which involves two or more people sharing ideas in various 

contexts while using verbal and nonverbal cues, to ensure that the 

listener is paying attention to what is being said and that the 

speaker's ideas are understood. The researcher underlines the 

extent to which digital storytelling affects students‟ speaking 

skills and their perception. As follows: 

a. Students are Interested in the Use of Digital Storytelling 

for Improving Speaking Skill 

Students found digital storytelling to be interesting 

and easy to understand due to its use of pictures and sound. 

This approach helps students learn English, memorize 

vocabulary, foster creativity, and be more imaginative. 

Students found it more enjoyable than reading and found the 

story and material more engaging as it developed. Overall, 

digital storytelling is a valuable tool for students to enhance 

their English language skills and creativity.Based on the 

study conducted by Kusumastuty, valuable media that is 

currently growing can make students more engaged in 

learning, and the present manner of learning has helped many 

of them enhance their speaking skills through digital 

technology.
68

 

b. Students Regard Digital Storytelling as A Learning Tool 

that Helps Them to Practice Speaking 

Digital storytelling is a valuable learning tool for 

improving speaking skills. Students report that it enhances 

practice, vocabulary retention, and makes learning more 
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enjoyable. Digital storytelling has a positive impact on 

students, making it an interesting teaching strategy that keeps 

them engaged and motivated to learn. Overall, digital 

storytelling has the potential to facilitate learning and make it 

a valuable tool for students. The advancement of 

instructional technology has made easier for students in 

learning to speak. The classroom environment is improved, 

and the teaching-learning process is made more interesting 

by the use of digital learning tools and instructional 

materials.
69

 Digital storytelling encourages students to 

participate actively in their education.
70

 

c. Digital Storytelling Increase Self-Motivation in Learning 

to Speak 

From the research results, the students stated that 

using digital storytelling could motivate them to enhance 

their speaking skills, and all interviewees concurred that 

using digital storytelling increased their enthusiasm and 

motivation for speaking English. Fluency in speaking among 

students has improved as a result of the approach, and it was 

supported by their digital storytelling project. 

Numerous studies have shown that students who are 

highly motivated to succeed may persevere in their studies 

and get higher test scores than students who are less 

motivated to succeed, demonstrating the critical need for 

teachers to increase their students' enthusiasm for learning. 

For instance, boring instruction restricts students from being 

motivated to learn. Teachers ought to be passionate, creative, 

and interested in their students. In other words, how well 

teachers educate students actually affects how motivated they 

are. Teachers can engage in actions like raising students' 

comprehension of the importance of English, enhancing 

students' interest in English, and fostering their confidence to 

overcome students' lack of motivation.
71
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Due to this, motivation plays the main role in all 

aspects of learning. With good motivation, the better goal of 

learning is possible to achieve. The motivation can be 

external, such as the teacher's teaching methodology, the 

students' families, to whom the student makes a friend, and 

so on. While internal motivation is something that students 

hope for, it has a significant impact on the student's 

environment. In other words, it depends on the student's 

attitude toward the subject matter rather than the 

circumstances. 

d. Digital Storytelling Increases Pronunciation in Students’ 

Speaking Skills 

Students believe digital storytelling improves their 

pronunciation skills by providing examples of correct speech 

and pronunciation. This is due to the use of captions and 

scripts, which help students understand words and their 

pronunciation. Students like watching digital storytelling to 

learn English pronunciation, understand storylines, and 

expand their vocabulary knowledge. Additionally, digital 

storytelling is interesting and understandable due to its 

pictures, captions, and sound, making it an effective tool for 

language learning. According to the study conducted by 

Wahyuningsih and Afandi, pronunciation is one of the 

important aspects contributing to speaking fluency. In terms 

of interpersonal competency, phonological proficiency, and 

comprehensible output are essential for successful spoken 

engagement.
72

 

The statement above suggests that the use of digital 

storytelling has the potential to facilitate learning. 

Additionally, digital storytelling has a positive impact on 

students. Along with the project of digital storytelling, the 

students shared what they learned from it. Through digital 

storytelling, they get a fun learning experience because they 

can be creative while learning. Creating digital storytelling 
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with their friends can also create memories that they can 

watch repeatedly, so the lessons are more memorable. Their 

positive educational experiences motivate them to pursue 

further education, which includes learning how to converse 

and tell stories in English, tell good stories to attract an 

audience, learn new vocabulary and how to pronounce it, and 

take on the challenge of developing digital storytelling. 

The eighth-grade students view digital storytelling as 

a medium for practicing English because there are so many 

English learning materials that they need to practice to 

remember. By always exploring new things, learning English 

becomes fun and fascinating. They also added that digital 

storytelling was very interesting and made it easier for them 

to understand because it included both images and audio, 

making it simpler to learn English, memorize vocabulary, 

and foster creativity. Based on the students' explanations 

about their perception on digital storytelling above, they 

believed that digital storytelling was an active learning tool 

that helped them improve their speaking skills. 

According to the study conducted by Syafryadin, 

digital storytelling introduces some steps that call for 

students to use their critical thinking skills. It also generates 

students‟ curiosity and improves their speaking abilities. By 

using an attractive medium, students became more confident 

in their speaking.
73

 In various contexts, studies on digital 

storytelling show a strong tendency towards positive findings 

in enhancing the learning process, outcomes, and learner 

motivation to participate in learning activities. The Global 

Sharing Pedagogy (GSP) approach discovered through 

qualitative research that digital storytelling strongly supports 

the development of 21st-century skills, particularly when 

digital storytelling is used in a collaborative learning 

context.
74
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3. The Challenges Experienced by The Students in Using Digital 

Storytelling 

According to the researcher‟s observations, the majority 

of the eighth-grade students felt that it was challenging for them 

to learn English using digital storytelling. The students expressed 

a range of opinions regarding the challenges they face in using 

digital storytelling. The researcher notices that there are three 

challenges explained by the students. The first challenge is that 

students feel challenged about how to tell the story in English, 

the second is how to create digital storytelling, and the last is how 

to create digital storytelling in groups. 

a. Students Feel Challenged in How to Tell The Story in 

English 

The first challenge, about how to tell a story in 

English, mainly deals with the students‟ English proficiency. 

Based on the research observations, the eighth-grade students 

admitted that the lack of language proficiency, such as 

vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation, was regarded as the 

obstacle to speaking that they faced. They also admit that it 

takes more time for them to practice telling the story and 

learning the correct pronunciation when speaking or telling 

stories in an interesting way. In order to improve students' 

speaking skills, vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation are 

crucial components that need attention. Vocabulary plays an 

essential role in language, as it allows a person to speak a 

language fluently. In other words, students will communicate 

effectively if they have a lot of vocabulary.
75

 

Additionally, the quality of the language that is 

spoken will depend on the speakers‟ vocabulary. It would be 

challenging to express one‟s thoughts, feelings, or points of 

view to others without a basic understanding of the 

vocabulary. Likewise, with grammar, every language has a 

system of grammatical guidelines that assist speakers in 

understanding the context of their sentences. For instance, it 

will be used to arrange sentences in English that are present, 

past, and future, and to retell a story, past tenses are 
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commonly used so that listeners may grasp what the speaker 

is truly saying. And the last one of the speaking components 

that need more attention is pronunciation. The production 

and understanding of sounds, intonation, and stress patterns 

are all important aspects of English pronunciation.
76

 Without 

good pronunciation, the listeners cannot understand or could 

misunderstand what the speaker is saying. Therefore, 

pronunciation has a central role in retelling a story. 

b. Students Feel Challenged in The Process of Creating 

Digital Storytelling 

The second challenge experienced by the students in 

using digital storytelling is the process of creating digital 

storytelling itself. As several students explained that it is 

challenging in the editing process, and it takes quite a bit of 

time to practice pronunciation and look for materials that are 

suitable to the story. In order to make it interesting, they also 

need to learn more about editing, which also tests their 

creativity. According to the study conducted by Nassim, even 

though the students faced technical challenges while 

recording and creating the digital storytelling, it provided 

them a chance to advance their technical skills. Students also 

proved their talents through their creativity, artistic skills, and 

music selection. Each group told stories in a unique style that 

set them apart from one another. The students' excitement at 

seeing their artwork gave them a boost and increased their 

self-confidence and motivation.
77

 

c. Students Feel Challenged to Create Digital Storytelling in 

Group 

Lastly, students feel challenged to create digital 

storytelling in groups, collaborate on assignments, and share 

their ideas and creativity with friends. In line with the study 

conducted by Stacey and Hardy, the group considered their 

motivation to create a digital story and take part in the 

storytelling process. The desire to take advantage of the 

chance to reflect on their experiences seems to be the main 

motivation. Although they realized the challenges of this, 
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they also saw its advantages, believing that their ability to 

reflect deeply was the reason for this. They felt the digital 

storytelling process would enable them to maintain an 

awareness of challenges and encourage them to improve their 

speaking proficiency.
78

 Even though creating a digital story 

could be challenging at times, it gave students a new 

opportunity to express themselves while utilizing multimedia 

technologies.
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