CHAPTER I
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

A. Theoritical Description
1. Teaching and Learning Vocabulary in Indonesia
Teaching and learning English vocabulary in
Indonesia has become a crucial aspect of education, with an
increasing focus on language proficiency and communication
skills in the globalized world.** The process encompasses
various strategies, approaches, and resources to equip learners
with the necessary vocabulary to navigate the English-
speaking environment.’? In this diverse archipelago nation,
the dynamic nature of language teaching and learning
necessitates a multifaceted approach that considers local
contexts, cultural nuances, and learner needs.!* The
incorporation of technology for Learning activities, such as
online platforms and mobile applications, has proven to be
instrumental in enhancing English vocabulary acquisition
among Indonesian learners, providing interactive and
accessible resources tailored to their specific linguistic
requirements.4

a. Teaching Vocabulary in Indonesia
Meanwhile, Teaching English vocabulary in
Indonesia is a complex and multifaceted endeavour that
requires careful consideration of local contexts, cultural
nuances, and learner needs.*® One of the primary goals of
teaching English vocabulary in Indonesia is to foster
language proficiency and communication skills in the
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globalized world.'® In an increasingly interconnected
society, proficiency in English has become a vital asset
for Indonesian learners, opening doors to educational,
professional, and cultural opportunities on both national
and international levels.'” Language teachers employ
various strategies and approaches to address Indonesian
learners' diverse linguistic backgrounds and cultural
contexts. These strategies include incorporating
contextualized and meaningful vocabulary activities that
resonate with students' experiences and daily lives.'® By
making the learning process relevant and engaging,
teachers can enhance learners' motivation and retention
of vocabulary.’® Moreover, the dynamic nature of
language teaching and learning in Indonesia calls for a
holistic approach beyond rote memorization. The teacher
strives to create a language-rich environment where
learners are exposed to authentic English usage through
various resources such as literature, media, and
technology.?® This immersive approach helps learners
develop a deeper understanding of vocabulary in context,
enabling them to apply their knowledge in real-life
situations. To support the goal of fostering language
proficiency and communication skills, language teachers
in Indonesia incorporate contextualized and meaningful
vocabulary activities that resonate with students'
experiences and daily lives, enhancing motivation and
retention.? Furthermore, the use of technology has
revolutionized English vocabulary instruction in
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Indonesia. Digital resources, such as online dictionaries,
vocabulary-building apps, and interactive multimedia
platforms, provide learners convenient and accessible
tools to expand their vocabulary.?? These technological
advancements facilitate independent learning and enable
learners to connect with English speakers worldwide,
promoting cross-cultural exchanges and authentic
language practice. In addition to classroom-based
instruction, extracurricular activities and community
engagement play a crucial role in enhancing English
vocabulary learning in Indonesia, which leads to
Language clubs, language immersion programs, and
language exchange initiatives that provide learners with
opportunities to apply their vocabulary knowledge in
real-world  settings.?®  These  activities  foster
collaboration, communication, and cultural appreciation,
contributing to well-rounded language development.
Despite the efforts made to teach English
vocabulary in Indonesia, there are challenges that
educators face. Limited resources, overcrowded
classrooms, and varying proficiency levels among
learners pose obstacles to effective vocabulary
instruction.?* Addressing these challenges requires
ongoing professional development for teachers,
investment in educational infrastructure, and targeted
support for struggling learners.?® It means that teaching
English vocabulary in Indonesia is vital to education,
considering the increasing importance of language
proficiency and communication skills in the globalized
world. Teachers strive to equip learners with the
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necessary vocabulary to navigate the English-speaking
environment by employing various strategies,
approaches, and resources. This process entails
recognizing local contexts and cultural nuances, and the
learner needs to create a dynamic and inclusive learning
environment. Through these efforts, Indonesia aims to
prepare its learners to thrive in an interconnected world
and contribute to global conversations and
collaborations.?
b. Learning Vocabulary in Indonesia

English vocabulary acquisition in Indonesia
begins at different levels, from primary to tertiary
education, emphasizing improving students' vocabulary
breadth and depth. In Elementary Schools, teachers
employ interactive and engaging methods to introduce
basic vocabulary, such as using flashcards, visual aids,
and real-life situations. This approach helps young
learners develop a strong foundation and fosters a
positive attitude towards English.?” As students progress
to Junior High School, vocabulary instruction becomes
more extensive and integrated into various subject areas.
Teachers employ context-rich materials, including
authentic texts, newspapers, and multimedia resources,
to expose learners to a wide range of vocabulary.
Activities like word games, role-playing, and group
discussions encourage active participation and provide
opportunities for meaningful vocabulary practice.?®
Vocabulary instruction focuses on academic and
domain-specific language at the Senior High School,
where English becomes a specialized subject. Students
engage in extensive reading and Research, which
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exposes them to complex vocabulary found in academic
texts and research articles. Moreover, digital tools and
online resources significantly facilitate vocabulary
learning, allowing students to access authentic materials
and practice language skills outside the classroom.?®
Overall, the relevance of learning and teaching English
vocabulary in Indonesia lies in its ability to equip
learners with the necessary linguistic tools to thrive in an
interconnected world.*® It offers access to educational,
professional, and cultural opportunities, facilitates cross-
cultural communication, and prepares individuals to
participate in the global community actively.
In_conclusion, teaching and learning English
vocabulary in Indonesia have become crucial aspects of
education, focusing on language proficiency and
communication skills in the globalized world. The
process requires a multifaceted approach considering
local contexts, cultural nuances, and learner needs. The
incorporation of technology has revolutionized
vocabulary instruction, providing interactive and
accessible resources tailored to the specific linguistic
requirements of Indonesian learners. It is relevant
because of the highlights of incorporating technology,
specifically using the Duolingo app, to enhance English
vocabulary acquisition among Indonesian learners. This
aligns with the paragraph's emphasis on the use of
technology and online platforms to provide interactive
and accessible resources tailored to the specific linguistic
requirements of Indonesian learners, ultimately
supporting the goal of fostering language proficiency and
communication skills in the globalized world.
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2. Duolingo in ELT and Vocabulary
a. The Definition of Duolingo

Duolingo is a language-learning application that
uses gamification to engage users in learning a new
language. Duolingo has gained popularity worldwide,
including in Indonesia, where it has been used as a
supplement to classroom learning and for self-study
purposes.3?

b. Duolingo in Vocabulary

Duolingo has provided teachers a dynamic and
interactive platform to engage their students in language
learning.® Its adaptive learning system tailors lessons to
individual learners' needs, allowing students to progress
at their own pace. Through the use of interactive
exercises, quizzes, and challenges, Duolingo keeps
learners motivated and engaged, making language
learning a fun experience.?* Moreover, Duolingo's
emphasis on real-life contexts and practical vocabulary
ensures that students acquire language skills that are
relevant and applicable in everyday situations. One of the
critical advantages of Duolingo in English Language
Teaching (ELT) is its accessibility.®> With the
widespread use of smartphones and the internet in
Indonesia, students can easily access Duolingo anytime,
anywhere. This accessibility has democratized language
learning, breaking down barriers such as geographical
limitations and financial constraints.® Students from all
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walks of life, regardless of socioeconomic background,
can now access high- quality language instruction
through Duolingo, levelling the playing field and
promoting equal education opportunities.3’
c. Duolingoin ELT

Duolingo's impact on English vocabulary
acquisition in Indonesia especially in English Language
Teaching investigate about The platform offers various
vocabulary exercises covering multiple topics and
themes. From essential words and phrases to more
advanced idiomatic expressions, Duolingo provides
learners with a comprehensive vocabulary-building
experience. Its interactive nature allows learners to
engage with new words actively, reinforcing their
understanding and retention.® Furthermore, Duolingo
employs techniques such as spaced repetition and
personalized word practice to enhance vocabulary
acquisition, ensuring learners can remember and utilize
new words effectively.®® In a country as linguistically
diverse as Indonesia, Duolingo caters to the specific
needs of Indonesian English learners. It recognizes the
unique challenges Indonesian speakers face when
acquiring English vocabulary due to differences in
pronunciation, grammar, and cultural contexts. By
incorporating Indonesian language support and
examples, Duolingo helps learners bridge the gap
between their native language and English, facilitating a
deeper understanding of vocabulary and language
structures.*°
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Duolingo's effectiveness in ELT and English
vocabulary acquisition has been enhanced through its
continuous updates and improvements. The platform
regularly introduces new features, exercises, and content,
keeping pace with the evolving needs of learners.*
Duolingo’s data-driven approach allows it to analyze
learner performance and identify areas of improvement,
enabling the platform to provide targeted feedback and
personalized recommendations.*> By adapting to
individual learner needs, Duolingo optimizes the
language learning process, ensuring that learners
consistently progress in their English language skills.*?
The impact of Duolingo in ELT and English vocabulary
acquisition in Indonesia is evident in the growing
number of success stories. Students who have used
Duolingo to supplement their classroom instruction have
reported significant improvements in their English
language proficiency.**  Furthermore,  Duolingo's
certification program, which allows learners to showcase
their language skills through recognized proficiency
tests, has opened up new opportunities for career
advancement and higher education for Indonesian
learners.*®

In conclusion, Duolingo has revolutionized ELT
and English vocabulary acquisition in Indonesia. Its
user-friendly interface, gamified approach, and
comprehensive content have made language learning
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accessible, engaging, and effective for Indonesian
learners. Duolingo has become an invaluable tool in
pursuing English language proficiency in Indonesia by
tailoring instruction to individual needs, incorporating
localized examples, and continuously improving its
features. It has relevance because it provides empirical
evidence and insights into the effectiveness of Duolingo
as a platform for language learning, particularly in the
context of vocabulary acquisition in Indonesia.

B. Theoritical Framework

The theoretical framework for this study is informed by the
literature on teaching and learning English vocabulary in
Indonesia, emphasizing the importance of language proficiency
and communication skills in a globalized context. The review of
related literature highlights the challenges and strategies in
vocabulary instruction, underscoring the role of technology and
extracurricular activities in enhancing vocabulary acquisition. By
synthesizing insights from previous studies, the theoretical
framework integrates theories of language learning, technology
integration, and autonomous learning models to explore the
effectiveness of Duolingo in vocabulary acquisition among
Indonesian learners. This framework provides a comprehensive
understanding of how technology-enhanced language learning
approaches can be tailored to meet the specific needs and
preferences of Indonesian learners, ultimately enhancing their
vocabulary acquisition journey. Through a qualitative meta-
analysis approach, the study aims to leverage the theoretical
underpinnings from the review of related literature to inform
evidence-based decision-making and policy development in
language education.
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Figure 2.1 Theoritical Framework

C. Review of Previous Study
The Researcher has found and analyzed some previous
studies related to this Research. The First is One study conducted
by Setiawan and Cahyono, which examined the effectiveness of
Duolingo in improving vocabulary acquisition among Indonesian
learners. The researchers conducted interviews with a group of 30
participants who used Duolingo regularly for vocabulary
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practice.*® The findings revealed that most participants reported a
significant improvement in their vocabulary knowledge after using
Duolingo for six months.

Another study by Wulandari and Arsyad investigated the
impact of Duolingo on vocabulary learning motivation among
Indonesian university students. The researchers administered
questionnaires to a sample of 150 students who used Duolingo as
a supplementary tool. The results indicated that Duolingo's
gamified features and interactive exercises greatly enhanced
students' motivation to learn and expand their vocabulary.*” The
positive impact on motivation was attributed to the platform's
engaging and rewarding learning experience.

Meanwhile, Research conducted by Susanto and Novianti
explored the role of Duolingo's adaptive learning system in
vocabulary acquisition among Indonesian learners. The study
involved 50 participants who used Duolingo for a period of three
months. The qualitative analysis revealed that the adaptive
learning system, which adjusted the difficulty level of exercises
based on learners' performance, was highly beneficial. Participants
reported that the personalized feedback and tailored exercises
helped them progress effectively in their vocabulary learning
journey.*®

Furthermore, a study by Kurniawan and Prayitno
investigated the impact of Duolingo's audio-visual features on
vocabulary learning outcomes among Indonesian high school
students. The researchers conducted pre-and post-tests to measure
vocabulary gains after a three-month period of using Duolingo.*
The findings showed significant improvement in vocabulary
knowledge, with the audio-visual components of Duolingo being
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identified as a crucial factor in enhancing learners' pronunciation
and listening skills.

On the accessibility front, a study by Hartati and Nugroho
examined the convenience and usability of Duolingo as a
vocabulary learning tool in the Indonesian context. The Research
involved a survey of 200 Indonesian learners who used Duolingo
on their mobile devices. The results indicated that the availability
of the mobile application and the offline mode greatly facilitated
vocabulary learning, enabling learners to study anytime and
anywhere.%0

Regarding social aspects, a study by Nurmayanti and
Sukardi explored the impact of Duolingo's social features on
motivation and engagement among Indonesian learners.5* The
researchers conducted interviews and surveys with a group of 40
participants. The findings revealed that Duolingo's leaderboards
and community forums fostered a sense of competition and
collaboration, positively influencing learners' motivation and
creating a supportive learning environment.

While previous research generally demonstrated the
effectiveness of Duolingo in vocabulary learning, some limitations
were identified. A study by Prasetyo and Ariyanto highlighted that
Duolingo's content did not always align with the cultural and
linguistic background of Indonesian learners.>? This mismatch
could potentially hinder learners' comprehension and application
of vocabulary in real-life contexts.

In conclusion, previous Research through qualitative
meta-analysis has shed light on the effectiveness of Duolingo as a
tool for learning vocabulary in the Indonesian context. These
studies have demonstrated the positive impact of Duolingo's
interactive and gamified features, adaptive learning system, audio-
visual components, and social aspects on vocabulary acquisition

%0 Hartati, R., & Nugroho, R. (2019). Convenience and usability of Duolingo as a
vocabulary learning tool in Indonesian. Journal of Language Education and Linguistics,
7(2), 123-138.

51 Nurmayanti, A., & Sukardi, R. (2018). Exploring the Impact of Duolingo's Social
Features on Motivation and Engagement Among Indonesian Learners. Journal of
Language Learning and Technology, 22(3), 45-64.

52 Prasetyo, A., & Ariyanto, L. (2019). Effectiveness of Duolingo in Vocabulary
Learning: A Study on Indonesian Learners. International Journal of Language Studies,
11(2), 78-92.

17



and motivation. However, further Research is needed to explore
the long-term effects of Duolingo on vocabulary retention and
overall language proficiency among Indonesian learners.
Understanding the strengths and limitations of Duolingo can
inform language educators and policymakers in Indonesia in their
efforts to enhance vocabulary instruction and language learning
strategies. Overall, there is also the chance that a research gap
could be the need for further investigation into the long-term
retention and application of vocabulary learned through Duolingo.
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