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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. Research Finding 

In this chapter there is research findings based on research 

conducted by researcher on several English teachers at junior high 

schools in Pati, the data was obtained starting from observation, 

interviews, and documentation. So researcher finding the data in the 

field. The purpose is to answer the research problem in the first 

chapter. Furthermore, the finding of this research will be linked to 

existing theories include the following: 

1.  Analysis of English Teachers Preparation in Implementing 

the Merdeka Curriculum Teaching Learning 

From the results of interviews and direct observation also 

documentation, it can be seen that the readiness of English 

teachers in implementing the Merdeka Curriculum in 

implementing teaching learning English subjects is divided into 

several parts: 

a. Understanding the Meaning and Structure of The 

Merdeka Curriculum 

The Merdeka Curriculum refers to regulations from the 

Minister of Education and Culture, Number 13 of 2022, which 

state that the structure of the junior high school curriculum 

consists of intracurricular learning, Pancasila Student Profile 

Strengthening, and extracurricular activities. The adage 

“Change Minister Change Policy does not always happen,” but 

the changing education minister to Nadiem Makarim proves 

this adage is true. The Indonesian Ministry of Education and 

Culture triggered it for the first time during a speech at the 

National Teacher‟s Day Ceremony in November 2019.
1
 There 

are two aspects to understanding the Merdeka Curriculum 

Structure. First is intracurricular education, and the second is 

Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening (P5). Allocation of 

lesson hours, if delivered regularly or weekly, in the Merdeka 

Curriculum structure is written for one year. There is no 

change in the total lesson hours, but each subject is cut by one 

                                                 
1
 Ministry of Education and Culture, “Speech by the Minister of Education 

and Culture at the Flag Ceremony on National Teachers' Day 2019”, quoted 

from. https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2019/11/pidato-mendikbud-pada-

jasa-bendera-peringatan-hari-guru-nasional-tahun-2019. Accessed March, 25 

2023. 

https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2019/11/pidato-mendikbud-pada-jasa-bendera-peringatan-hari-guru-nasional-tahun-2019
https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2019/11/pidato-mendikbud-pada-jasa-bendera-peringatan-hari-guru-nasional-tahun-2019
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hour for project lessons: intracurricular learning and P5 (co-

curricular). For intracurricular learning is as much as 75%, and 

25% is co-curricular. As an interview with Mr SU as an 

English teacher said that the time allocation in the Merdeka 

Curriculum was cut by 20-30% in one year for projects in all 

subjects.  This is also by informants 2 and 3, that 

intracurricular learning is between 70% - 80% while project 

learning is between 20-30%. So, it can be concluded that the 

three of them already understand the structure of the Merdeka 

Curriculum and are ready to carry out the following steps.  

About the Merdeka Curriculum Informant 1 said that he 

has known about the Merdeka Curriculum since one year ago, 

so this has entered the second school year implementing the 

Merdeka Curriculum, he said that: “I have been implementing 

the Merdeka Curriculum since one year ago since the 2022-

2024 academic year, so this is already entering the second 

academic year.”
1

 Based on the teacher‟s answer, The 

informant 1 is fully ready to implement the Merdeka 

Curriculum, and according to informant 2 said that: “The 

Merdeka Curriculum is suitable and good, the aim of which is 

to adapt the child's abilities because perhaps those who design 

it conceptually even though they don't know how to apply it in 

the field, what the Merdeka Curriculum is like is applied in 

schools that have predetermined levels and they have to be 

sequential, so the implementation is quite difficult”.
2
  

And the informant 3said that: “This Merdeka 

Curriculum is new in its implementation in every school, I 

have known about this curriculum since 2022, but it is being 

implemented here only this semester, namely in the 2024-2024 

lesson. So in terms of meaning, I understand, but in terms of 

application, I'm still a little confused.”
3
 Based on result of 

interview, they only found out that this Merdeka Curriculum 

existed at the end of 2022. It will only be implemented in the 

2023-2024 school year.  

 

 

                                                 
1

 SU, “The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 1, SU-01, 

Transcript”, November 18th, 2023. 
2
 YM, The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 2, YM-02, Transcript, 

November 15
th

, 2023. 
3

 SK, “The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 3, SK-01, 

Transcript”, November 10
th

, 2023. 
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b. Learning Plan Readiness 

In this aspect, the researcher divided learning plan 

readiness into (1) Analyzing  Learning Achievement/Capaian 

Pembelajaran (CP) to develop Learning Objectives/Tujuan 

Pembelajaran (TP), and Learning Objective Flow/Alur Tujuan 

Pembelajaran (ATP), (2) Planning and implementation of 

diagnostic assessment, (3) Developing Teaching 

Modules/Modul Ajar (MA), (4) Adapting learning to stages 

students achievement and characteristics, (5) Planning, 

implementation, and processing of formative and summative 

assessment, (6) Reporting learning assessments. (7) Learning 

evaluation and assessment. Mr SU as informant 1 said that: “I 

have made learning tools in the form of CP, TP, ATP, teaching 

modules. The preparation of CP, TP, ATP is made by MGMP 

and modified by their respective teachers according to their 

needs.”
1
 Based on the result of interview he already had 

complete learning tools, as mentioned by the researcher.  

Mrs YM as informant 2 said that: “I have never made 

learning tools that are in accordance with the Merdeka 

Curriculum, so I am still using the previous curriculum.”
2
 The 

result of interview she still uses the old teaching module in the 

form of lesson plans before who they had in the K13 

Curriculum.  

Mrs SK as informant 3 said that: “I have made a 

learning tool, even though it is in file form, but it already 

exists, I looked for my own examples from the internet and 

then modified it according to what I needed for the lesson.”
3
 

The result of interview is she had made a learning tool even 

though he is looking for his examples. 

c. Learning Process Readiness 

Readiness for learning here begins with an 

understanding of differentiated learning, which is the first step 

for a teacher to differentiate the characteristics of different 

students. Teachers can design differentiated learning in 4 

ways: Content Differentiation (Material), Process 

Differentiation (Method/Strategy), Product Differentiation, and 

                                                 
1

 SU, ”The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 1, SU-02, 

Transcript”, November 18
th

, 2023. 
2
 YM, The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 2, YM-02, Transcript, 

November 15
th

, 2023. 
3

 SK, “The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 3, SK-02, 

Transcript”, November 10
th

, 2023. 
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Learning Environment Differentiation. According Mr SU as 

informant 1, he said that: “The application is differentiated 

learning, which you have a lot of understanding about, 

adapting to the child's circumstances, such as the child's 

learning style, interests, and early discoveries. Later, when you 

know which section it is grouped into, what do you want the 

lesson to be different about? In the content, in the process, in 

the assessment or in the learning environment.”
1
 in general, 

this Merdeka Curriculum is the same as the previous 

curriculum, but there are differences in the perception of our 

perspective towards students. 

According to Mrs YM as informant 2, she said that: “As 

far as I know, using differentiated learning involves looking at 

and grouping children's abilities first and then using an 

appropriate learning model, but I haven't practiced it in class.”
2
 

he already understood a little about differentiated learning but 

had never put it into practice directly in class. And according 

to Mrs SK as informant 3, she said that: “The application of 

learning materials is based on student centered learning, 

namely the teacher is the only facilitator and all learning 

activities are student centered.”
3

 she already understands 

differentiated learning. It can be concluded that two out of 

three informants do not know in detail about differentiated 

learning, so only one teacher is ready and has implemented 

differentiated learning in his class. 

d. Learning Project Readiness 

The government has also published guidelines for 

implementing P5, namely learning based on educational unit 

projects, which follows the Ministry of Education and Culture 

planning guidelines. In the book "Guide to the Development of 

the Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project," there is a  

profile project planning flow, which consists of five stages, 

including forming a P5 facilitator team, identifying the level of 

readiness of education units,  and then design of dimensions, 

themes, and then set time allocations in P5, and then compiling 

project modules in one academic year, and the last is design a 

                                                 
1

 SU, ”The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 1, SU-03, 

Transcript”, November 18
th

, 2023. 
2
 YM, The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 2, YM-03, Transcript, 

November 15
th

, 2023. 
3

 SK, “The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 3, SK-03, 

Transcript”, November 10
th

, 2023. 
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strategy for reporting project results.
1
 Based on the interview 

with Mr SU as informant 1 said that, “P5 project themes for 

junior high school at least 3 in one year of study, for 

elementary school at least 2 the theme that was implemented 

yesterday, namely democracy in the next phase, is the theme of 

local wisdom. The output produced is not only products but 

also activities, namely work titles.”
2

 his school has 

implemented one theme and a maximum of 3 pieces in one 

phase of one school year. 

While Mrs YM as informant 2 said that: “I don't know 

about implementing P5, I just carry out teaching and learning 

activities according to the schedule given by the school, I see 

less material in the textbook so I will master less material.”
3
 

her themes that have been carried out are also about 

democracy and the ones that will be implemented next 

semester, he doesn't understand. From Mrs SK as informant 

3said that: “For the P5 theme, 1 year requires 3 themes that we 

have done, the first is Democracy and the next one is bullying 

and the environment. The results of the project depend on the 

theme, for example democracy and bullying. Yes, the report is 

a presentation, if the theme is sustainable living, it can produce 

a product that can be sold, for example, a living pharmacy 

becomes herbal medicine and can later be sold. So everything 

is from children and for children.”
4
 The conclusion is has three 

same the themes at one academic year phase.  

e. Readiness of Facilities and Infrastructures 

In the readiness implementing the Merdeka Curriculum, 

the learning process is more oriented towards project-based 

learning, where a project requires facilities and infrastructure 

capable of supporting the project‟s success. There are 

supporting factors in implementing the Merdeka curriculum, 

namely facilities and infrastructures consisting of (a) textbook,  

(b) laboratory equipment and materials which must be 

available in sufficient rations and which meet minimum 

                                                 
1

 Educational Curriculum Assessment Standards Agency, Ministry of 

Education and Culture, 2022. 
2

 SU, ”The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 1, SU-04, 

Transcript”, November 18
th

, 2023. 
3
 YM, The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 2, YM-04, Transcript, 

November 15
th

, 2023. 
4

 SK, “The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 3, SK-04, 

Transcript”, November 10
th

, 2023. 
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laboratory quality standards, (c) availability of various types of 

learning media, form or model, where the learning media can 

be in the form of media print, electronic and school-based 

media, and (d) accessibility use of facilities and infrastructure 

by students and educators.  

The learning process in the Merdeka Curriculum is 

slightly oriented towards project-based learning, where a 

project requires facilities and infrastructure that can support 

the project's success. There are many supporting factors in 

implementing the Merdeka Curriculum; according to Mr SU as 

informant 1 said that: “In junior high school, there are lots of 

facilities and infrastructure. One of them is complete batik 

equipment, complete technological media in the form of 

internet, Wi-Fi, projector with material from YouTube. There 

are also many at the school he attends. One of them is a tool 

for making batik, complete technological media in the form of 

internet, Wi-Fi connection, and projector media with 

multimedia from YouTube.”
1
  

Meanwhile, from Mrs YM as informant 2 said that: 

“The availability of digital TV which really helps the learning 

process is all for now, and even then sometimes signal 

problems make it ineffective to play directly on YouTube.”
2
 

This is concluded that is main supporting in the teaching 

learning. Mrs SK as informant 3 said that: “There is digital TV 

in the classroom and we also have an adequate computer 

laboratory to support technology-based learning. With a 

smooth internet connection, we can access whatever material 

we need for learning the Merdeka curriculum. Because we also 

live in a mountainous area, we also benefit from a comfortable 

and beautiful learning environment.”
3
 The result is she has 

many supporting infrastructure and environment that can 

support learning. 

Based on the research results conducted by the 

researcher, it was found that all schools managed by the three 

informants already have adequate facilities and infrastructure 

to support the curriculum learning process. This means that the 

                                                 
1

 SU, ”The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 1, SU-05, 

Transcript”, November 18
th

, 2023. 
2
 YM, The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 2, YM-05, Transcript, 

November 15
th

, 2023. 
3

 SK, “The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 3, SK-05, 

Transcript”, November 10
th

, 2023. 
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schools are ready to implement the Merdeka Curriculum 

together with the existing stakeholders, such as school 

principals and curriculum development teams, and the teacher 

plays the most important role. 

f. Learning Assessment Readiness 

Learning assessment in the Merdeka Curriculum 

consists of 3 aspects: formative diagnostics and summative 

assessment; each or all of the three can be carried out. Mr SU 

as informant 1 said that: “We have implemented 3 

assessments, namely: two diagnostics, namely cognitive and 

non-cognitive (psychological, learning styles: visual, audio-

visual, kinesthetic) carried out at the beginning of the semester 

which are included in the teaching module learning planning, 

that's the initial diagnostic before learning begins, namely 

trigger questions. 

Formative is an assessment during the learning process 

to determine the child's progress and to correct the teacher's 

progress towards achieving the learning objectives 

If it is summative at the end of TP, it can also be called 

final material summative or it can also be at the end of the year 

as a combination of several TP. If at the end of the material, 

it's like when you go to college, at the end of the semester the 

grades will immediately come out. 

Reporting learning outcomes is different from K13, K13 

uses 2 values, namely knowledge value and skills value, 

whereas in the Merdeka Curriculum there is only 1 round 

value, you can choose between knowledge or skills or both, 

but only one round value is taken which will later be assessed. 

process via the E-raport application. 

We have implemented 3 assessments, namely: two 

diagnostics, namely cognitive and non-cognitive 

(psychological, learning styles: visual, audio-visual, 

kinesthetic) carried out at the beginning of the semester which 

are included in the teaching module learning planning, that's 

the initial diagnostic before learning begins, namely trigger 

questions. 

Formative is an assessment during the learning process 

to determine the child's progress and to correct the teacher's 

progress towards achieving the learning objectives 

If it is summative at the end of TP, it can also be called 

final material summative or it can also be at the end of the year 

as a combination of several TP. If at the end of the material, 
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it's like when you go to college, at the end of the semester the 

grades will immediately come out. 

Reporting learning outcomes is different from K13, K13 

uses 2 values, namely knowledge value and skills value, 

whereas in the Merdeka Curriculum there is only 1 round 

value, you can choose between knowledge or skills or both, 

but only one round value is taken which will later be assessed. 

process via the E-report application.”
1
 

From the interview with Mrs YM as informant 2, said 

that: “If the assessment that I understand is basically the same, 

it's just that the name has been changed, and I have 

implemented both the summative and formative assessments.”
2
 

It conclude that the assessment and tests were the same in their 

implementation. 

According to the interview with Mrs SK as informant 3 

said that: “In the Merdeka Curriculum, there are 3, namely 

diagnostic, formative, and summative. If here what has not 

been implemented is the diagnostic because it is at the 

beginning of learning."
3

 it is true that there are three 

assessments, but only two have been implemented here, 

namely formative and summative. 

2. Factors Support and Inhibit the Implementation of the 

Merdeka Curriculum  

a. Supporting Factors in the Implementation of the Merdeka 

Curriculum 

Supporting factors exist in everything, including in the 

preparation of English teachers in implementing the Merdeka 

Curriculum; this is what motivates English teachers in their 

readiness to face this Merdeka Curriculum, as expressed by Mr 

SU as informant 1 said that: “The supporting factor is that the 

government provides PMM (Independent Teaching Platform), 

so if you want to read, it's easy to read yourself. In the 

application there are examples of everything but they are not 

                                                 
1

 SU, ”The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 1, SU-06, 

Transcript”, November 18
th

, 2023. 
2
 YM, The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 2, YM-06, Transcript, 

November 15
th

, 2023. 
3

 SK, “The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 3, SK-06, 

Transcript”, November 10
th

, 2023. 
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satisfactory.”
1

 supporting factor is that the government 

provides PMM (Merdeka Teaching Platform).  

According Mrs YM as informant 2 said that: “If this is a 

supporting factor, that's just the infrastructure in the form of 

Digital TV. Then there are trainings for teachers so that they 

can increase their knowledge about the Merdeka curriculum. I 

myself have only attended training 3 times, 2 times face to 

face, and once online.”
2
 the supporting factor that she has now 

is that only digital TV can create an interesting learning 

environment.  

Then, from the interview with Mrs SK as informant 3, it 

was said that: “Factors that support this readiness are in the 

infrastructure, of course, and also cooperation between 

teachers and students, as well as cooperation between teachers 

so that they can be related to each other.”
3
 the driving factor 

was adequate facilities and infrastructure so teachers and 

students could make the most of it.  

b. Inhibiting Factors in the Implementation of the Merdeka 

Curriculum 

Many factors hinder the readiness of English teachers to 

implement the Merdeka Curriculum, either from within each 

teacher or external factors that can become obstacles in 

implementing the Merdeka Curriculum. The results of the 

interview with informant 1 show that the factor that hinders 

oneself is the lack of references, for example, if we make a 

curriculum there are not many samples, we have to look for it 

ourselves. For example, there is a comparative study with other 

favorite schools outside the city, they are not much different, 

the implementation is still difficult, the concept of 

implementing the project is still confused. Then the results of 

the interview with informant 2 The obstacle in English lessons 

is the skills of the students, if the basics are lacking then 

lessons at the next level will also be difficult unless you have 

studied English in elementary school then it will help a little 

with the technical aspects. Then the results of the interview 

with informant 2. The obstacle is many factors, but the main 

                                                 
1

 SU, ”The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 1, SU-07, 

Transcript”, November 18
th

, 2023. 
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 YM, The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 2, YM-07, Transcript, 

November 15
th

, 2023. 
3

 SK, “The Interview from The Researcher, Interview 3, SK-06, 

Transcript”, November 10
th

, 2023. 
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thing is that it requires a lot of capital because the curriculum 

refers to projects, so a lot of material will be needed. 

The main inhibit in the readiness implementing the 

Merdeka Curriculum, first the lack of understanding and 

awareness of the concept and objectives of the Merdeka 

curriculum among teachers, school principals and local 

governments. And second imited resources, financial, teaching 

materials and references, needed to support independent 

learning, the difficulty of finding one's own sources of 

information also influences a person's desire to know more 

about the Merdeka Curriculum. 

 

B. Discussion 

This chapter presents the results and discussion of the finding 

of English teachers' readiness in implementing the Merdeka 

Curriculum, which has been analyzed using descriptive qualitative 

research methods in methodology through observation, interviews, 

and documentation techniques that researcher has collected from 

informants. In addition, this chapter outlines the researcher's 

interpretation of the findings, which will be explained in more detail 

in connection with the research questions in the previous chapter. 

The presentation of research results that focus on the readiness of 

English teachers in implementing the Merdeka Curriculum must truly 

represent its relationship to the objectives and theoretical framework 

as discussed in the previous chapters. In carrying out the teaching and 

learning process, an educator must have planned and structured steps 

or procedures so that every lesson can run effectively and follow the 

expected goals.  

In implementing English language learning in this Merdeka 

Curriculum, teachers must first understand and be ready to 7 

readiness from before during and after learning, there are (1) 

Understand the meanings and structures of Merdeka Curriculum, (2) 

Learning Plan Readiness in English Subject, (3) Learning Process 

Readiness, (4) Learning P5 Readiness, (5) Readiness of Facilities and 

Infrastructure, (6) Learning Assessment Readiness. What material 

will be presented and conveyed to students, what techniques will be 

used, and what supporting media will be needed until the end of 

teaching and learning activities? English teachers also have support 

and inhibit factors during implementing the Merdeka Curriculum. 

This will be divided into two parts: first, an analysis of English 

teachers' readiness preparation in implementing learning in the 
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Merdeka Curriculum and an analysis of factors that support and 

inhibit the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum.  

1. Analysis of English Teachers Preparation in Implementing the 

Merdeka Curriculum Teaching Learning 

a. Understanding the Meaning and Structure of the Merdeka 

Curriculum 

Based on the data above, three of English teachers 

already understand the structure of the Merdeka Curriculum 

and are ready to carry out the following steps, based on the 

schedule and the regulation in their school. And it can be seen 

that the structure of the junior high school curriculum consists 

of intracurricular learning, Pancasila Student Profile 

Strengthening, and extracurricular activities. There are two 

aspects to understanding the Merdeka Curriculum Structure. 

First is intracurricular education, and the second is Pancasila 

Student Profile Strengthening (P5). Allocation of lesson hours, 

if delivered regularly or weekly, in the Merdeka Curriculum 

structure is written for one year. There is no change in the total 

lesson hours, but each subject is cut by one hour for project 

lessons: intracurricular learning and P5 (co-curricular). For 

intracurricular learning is as much as 75%, and 25% is co-

curricular.  

 

b. Learning Plan Readiness 

Based on the data above, three of English teachers 

readiness for learning here begins with an understanding of 

differentiated learning, which is the first step for a teacher to 

differentiate the characteristics of different students. This 

Merdeka Curriculum has an innovation, namely differentiated 

learning. Students who have difficulty understanding the 

subject matter are the target of this point because differentiated 

learning is the implementation of learning adapted to students‟ 

circumstances, while still providing the same educational 

rights for all students according to the needs and differences of 

each individual. In this aspect, the researcher divided learning 

plan readiness into (1) Analyzing  Learning 

Achievement/Capaian Pembelajaran (CP) to develop 

Learning Objectives/Tujuan Pembelajaran (TP), and Learning 

Objective Flow/Alur Tujuan Pembelajaran (ATP), (2) 

Planning and implementation of diagnostic assessment, (3) 

Developing Teaching Modules/Modul Ajar (MA), (4) Adapting 

learning to stages students achievement and characteristics, (5) 
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Planning, implementation, and processing of formative and 

summative assessment, (6) Reporting learning assessments. (7) 

Learning evaluation and assessment. Changes from lesson 

plans to teaching modules. The difference felt by teachers from 

the 2013 curriculum with the independent curriculum is the 

change in core competencies (KI) in the 2013 curriculum to 

Learning Achievements (CP) in the independent curriculum. In 

the independent curriculum, KI is changed to Learning 

Outcomes. From these changes there are differences between 

CP and KI. The difference is that in the independent CP 

curriculum, the time allocated to achieve targeted goals is 

designed based on phases. This CP will be translated into a 

flow of learning objectives (ATP). The aim of developing this 

teaching module is to enrich some of the teacher's reference 

tools for the learning process. The difference between RPP and 

teaching modules is the implementation of a learning objective 

flow/Alur Tujuan Pembelajaran (ATP) which is developed 

from learning outcomes (CP) with the target of the Pancasila 

student profile. Meanwhile, in the 2013 curriculum, core 

competencies (KI) are described as basic competencies, 

competency achievement indicators, learning objectives, as 

well as learning implementation plans/Rencana Pelaksanaan 

Pembelajaran (RPP). Learning outcomes/Capaian 

Pembelajaran (CP) in the independent curriculum are a 

renewal of the core competencies in the 2013 curriculum 

which are designed to strengthen students' focus when learning 

on competency development. These changes also affect the 

freedom to manage study time in each field of science in the 

independent curriculum. We know that in the 2013 curriculum 

each learning hour/Jam Pelajaran (JP) is set per week. The 

unit has set time allocations for learning which is carried out 

regularly every week in one semester. The aim of minimizing 

the learning implementation plan/Rencana Pelaksanaan 

Pembelajaran (RPP) which has been converted into a teaching 

module is to simplify teacher administrative tasks so that 

teachers have more time to focus on varied learning. The 

teaching modules in this independent curriculum provide 

freedom to educators in the process of creating learning that 

suits students. This freedom of time is also related to the 

development of components in teaching modules that are 

adapted to the environmental context and students' learning 
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needs. Below, the researcher attaches examples of CP, TP, 

ATP, and Teaching Modules from informant 1: 

Figure 4.1. 

CP, ATP Page 01 

 
Figure 4.2. 

CP, ATP Page 02 
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Figure 4.3. 

CP, ATP Page 03 

 
 

Figure 4.4. 

Learning Achievement (CP) Page 04 

 
c. Learning Process Readiness 

Readiness for learning here begins with an 

understanding of differentiated learning, which is the first step 

for a teacher to differentiate the characteristics of different 

students. This Merdeka Curriculum has an innovation, namely 

differentiated learning. Students who have difficulty 

understanding the subject matter are the target of this point 

because differentiated learning is the implementation of 
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learning adapted to students‟ circumstances, while still 

providing the same educational rights for all students 

according to the needs and differences of each individual. 

Merdeka Curriculum is the same as the previous curriculum, 

but there are differences in the perception of our perspective 

towards students. They have different characteristics, so the 

approach must be different. Previously, in our view, all 

children in one class were the same, so we used differentiated 

learning. This is also proven by the results of observations that 

the researcher made by observing classroom learning; it was 

seen that the teacher grouped the students based on the 

learning styles that had been carried out previously. 

 

Figure 4.5. 

Differentiated Learning 

  
 

According to the interview results from informant 2, she 

said that he already understood a little about differentiated 

learning but had never put it into practice directly in class. And 

according to informant 3, she said that he already understands 

differentiated learning. He applies the student-centered 

learning model, so the teacher is only a facilitator here. So she 

also forms and groups her students according to the students' 

interests and talents, as in the picture above. 

d. Learning Project Readiness 

Based on the data exposure above, there are several 

findings related to the implementation of P5, including the 

number of project themes implemented, project orientation, 

and the role of teachers in project implementation. The 

government has set a minimum and maximum number of 

themes to be selected for the project. The division of this 

number is categorized based on the phase that the student is in. 

In the book "Guide to the Development of the Pancasila 
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Student Profile Strengthening Project," there is a  profile 

project planning flow, which consists of five stages, including 

forming a P5 facilitator team, identifying the level of readiness 

of education units,  and then design of dimensions, themes, and 

then set time allocations in P5, and then compiling project 

modules in one academic year, and the last is design a strategy 

for reporting project results.
1
 Based on the interview results 

with Informant 1, his school has implemented one theme and a 

maximum of 3 pieces in one phase of one school year, and 

what has been implemented is the theme of democracy. At the 

same time, the plan for the next semester is the theme of local 

wisdom and bullying. 

While the informant two her themes that have been 

carried out are also about democracy and the ones that will be 

implemented next semester, he doesn't understand. from 

informant 3, the themes that have been carried out are also 

about the theme of democracy and the ones that will be 

implemented next are the themes of bullying and sustainable 

living. The government only gives the option of 3 themes in 

the phase first year These three themes are implemented in the 

implementation of P5. 

The following finding is related to the orientation of 

project implementation at Junior High School. Informant 2 

explained that P5 is oriented towards a comprehensive 

approach that instructs students to work individually or in 

groups and relates to real-world topics. The two orientations 

chosen represent an understanding of the concepts according to 

the project theme. From these three findings, in the aspect of 

implementing P5, is at the ready stage. Based on the criteria in 

the Implementation Stages of the Merdeka Curriculum by the 

Ministry of Education and Culture, an educational unit is said 

to be at the ready stage if it implements P5 in the amount 

recommended by the government. In addition, the project runs 

with the teacher as a facilitator so that project activities begin 

to be oriented towards understanding the concept of the theme 

taken. 

Furthermore, based on the data, the English teachers has 

not integrated English learning into the projects implemented. 

In this case, several ways can be considered, including 
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Education and Culture, 2022. 
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incorporating English learning into projects. Projects can 

provide students with more opportunities to develop their 

English language skills, for example, by asking students to 

research, analyze, and present the results of their projects using 

English. 

e. Readiness of Facilities and Infrastructures 

The learning process in the Merdeka Curriculum is 

slightly oriented towards project-based learning, where a 

project requires facilities and infrastructure that can support 

the project's success. There are many supporting factors in 

implementing the Merdeka Curriculum, According to 

informant 1's statement, there are also many at the school he 

attends. One of them is a complete tool for making batik, 

complete technological media in the form of internet, Wi-Fi 

connection, and projector media with material from YouTube. 

Meanwhile, from informant 2, the supporting infrastructure is 

digital TV provided in the classroom so it can be used for 

interesting learning for students. And not much different from 

the third informant, the available infrastructure also includes 

adequate technology, a fairly large computer laboratory, digital 

TV in the classroom, and also a smooth internet connection, 

and because the school is located in the mountains, Having a 

beautiful and very supportive environment can fully support 

interesting learning. Below, the researcher attaches a picture 

while observing the Mrs SK listening class in the computer 

labroratory. 

 

Figure 4.6. 

Facilities and Infrastructures 

 
Based on the research results conducted by the 

researcher, it was found that all schools managed by the three 

informants already have adequate facilities and infrastructure 
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to support the curriculum learning process. This means that the 

schools are ready to implement the Merdeka Curriculum 

together with the existing stakeholders, such as school 

principals and curriculum development teams, and the teacher 

plays the most important role. 

f. Learning Assessment Readiness 

Learning assessment in the Merdeka Curriculum 

consists of 3 aspects: diagnostics formative and summative 

assessment; each or all of the three can be carried out, unlike 

the assessment paradigm in the Merdeka Curriculum, teachers 

are expected to focus more on formative rather than summative 

assessments. The formative assessment results will be used to 

improve the continuous learning process. Therefore, the 

assessment in the Merdeka Curriculum is more of a learning 

process (assessment as learning) and an assessment for the 

learning process.
1
 

From the interview, that had been implemented 3 

assessments, namely: two diagnostics, namely cognitive and 

non-cognitive (psychological, learning styles: visual, audio-

visual, kinesthetic) carried out at the beginning of the semester 

which can be included in the teaching module learning 

planning and also can do diagnostics at the beginning before 

learning begins, it's called trigger questions, then formative is 

an assessment during the learning process to find out the 

child's progress and to correct the teacher's development, 

where the learning objectives have been, if it's summative at 

the end of the TP (Tujuan Pembelajaran)/Learning Objectives 

it can also be called summative at the end of the material or 

you can also at the end of the year as a combination of several 

TP.  And from the results of the interview with informant 2, it 

was said that the assessment and tests were the same in their 

implementation, only different in the names which changed in 

the terms in this Merdeka Curriculum.  

According to the results of the interview the first is 

observation. It is an assessment of students carried out on an 

ongoing basis through periodic observation of observed 

behavior, which can be carried out in daily tasks or activities 

that done by herself on the students' learning process, how 

their abilities and understanding develop, how students 
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respond to the tasks given, and how students' attitudes are 

during the learning process. The second is performance. The 

assessment requires students to demonstrate and apply their 

knowledge to various contexts according to the desired criteria, 

such as practicing, producing products, doing projects, or 

creating portfolios and conducted performance assessments by 

giving students tasks like producing products such as writing 

to measure students' writing skills. And also applies practices 

such as speaking practice to measure students' speaking skills 

and vocabulary mastery. The last is giving tasks to students to 

measure knowledge and facilitate students to gain or improve 

knowledge. Informant 4 gave assignments to students in the 

form of group assignments. Students are asked to observe an 

object, write down vocabulary related to the object, then 

compile it. Moreover, both English teachers carry out 

formative and summative assessments intending to evaluate 

students' abilities, which will then be used to present learning.  

2. Supporting and Inhibiting Factors in the Implementation of 

the Merdeka Curriculum  

a. Supporting Factors in the Implementation of the Merdeka 

Curriculum 

Supporting factors definitely exist in everything, 

including in the preparation of English teachers in 

implementing the Merdeka Curriculum, This is what motivates 

English teachers in their readiness to face this Merdeka 

Curriculum, as expressed by informant 1 in the interview that 

supporting factor is that the government provides PMM 

(Merdeka Teaching Platform), if want to read herself, it's easy 

to read everywhere and every time. In the application, there are 

examples of all but those that are not satisfactory. Even so, the 

government has provided it. The informant 2 said that the 

supporting factor that she has now is that only digital TV can 

create an interesting learning environment.
1
 Then, from the 

interview with informant 3, it was said that the driving factor 

was adequate facilities and infrastructure so that teachers and 

students could make the most of it. 

Based on the results of observations and interviews with 

3 informants. There are several factors that becomes supports 
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for English teachers in implementing the Merdeka Curriculum 

in English learning is as follows: 

1) There is training, workshops or other similar things that are 

useful for increasing insight in understanding the Merdeka 

Curriculum in more detail. 

2) There is a clear example of a document regarding learning 

planning that can be used as a benchmark by all English 

teachers so that it will make it easier for teachers to develop 

learning creativity in accordance with predetermined plans 

which are of course adjusted to the needs of each teacher. 

3) The existence of basic English lessons at the elementary 

school level makes it easier for students and teachers to 

enter the next level, so there is no need to sort and repeat 

basic lessons from the beginning that should have already 

been learned. 

4) The importance of adequate facilities and infrastructure 

adapted to the current digital era, which will greatly 

facilitate learning and also increase the creativity of both 

students and teachers. 

5) Another important role that is really needed is from a 

financial perspective, because according to the inhibit 

factors that has been obtained, all financial burdens are still 

placed on each school. 

b. Inhibiting Factors in the Implementation of the Merdeka 

Curriculum 

There are many factors that hinder the readiness of 

English teachers in implementing the Merdeka Curriculum, 

either from within each teacher or external factors that can 

become obstacles in implementing the Merdeka Curriculum. A 

new policy and regulation will of course have obstacles and 

constraints when implemented. English teachers also face the 

same thing in implementing independent learning, of course 

there are obstacles. The problems that arise also of course 

come from external or internal or from the educational 

community itself. Teacher as an integral part of education and 

an important component in learning, it also has a series of 

problems that must be addressed completed.  

As the results of the interview with informant 1 show 

that the factor that hinders oneself is the lack of references, for 

example, if we make a curriculum there are not many samples, 

we have to look for it ourselves. For example, there is a 

comparative study with other favorite schools outside the city, 
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they are not much different, the implementation is still 

difficult, the concept of implementing the project is still 

confused. Then the results of the interview with informant 2 

The obstacle in English lessons is the skills of the students, if 

the basics are lacking then lessons at the next level will also be 

difficult unless you have studied English in elementary school 

then it will help a little with the technical aspects. Then the 

results of the interview with informant 2. The obstacle is many 

factors, but the main thing is that it requires a lot of capital, 

because the curriculum refers to projects so quite a lot of 

material will be needed. 

Based on the results of observations and interviews with 

3 informants. There are several factors that becomes obtacles 

for English teachers in implementing the Merdeka Curriculum 

in English learning is as follows:  

1) Some teachers are comfortable with the old curriculum and 

have no experience in implementing the Merdeka 

Curriculum. 

2) The English teacher will adjust the English material again 

to the new curriculum in the learning planning which is in 

accordance with the Merdeka Curriculum and in preparing 

the learning material later the teachers must coordinate and 

work together in preparing the material, which is in 

accordance with the learning planning will be the material 

that needs to be prepared by English teachers so that the 

material delivered to students is appropriate with the 

appropriate syllabus in the Merdeka Curriculum. 

3) The quality of student resources, because the characteristics 

of people who enter junior high school are diverse, some 

have been taught basic English before, some have not at all, 

so teachers need to explore and identify the different 

abilities of students first.  

4) There are no adequate facilities and infrastructure for 

learning resources to support optimal learning processes 

implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum learning. 

5) From a financial perspective, there is no financial 

assistance from the government for implementing the 

Merdeka Curriculum for schools and funding is only 

focused on the school. 

 

 

 


