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CHAPTER IV  

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 

In this section the findings and discussion are separated, for the 

findings section of this research is based on interview data of student’s’ 

perception towards the use of TikTok to enhance vocabulary mastery. The 

data on student’s perception also include what are the benefits and 

challenges faced by students when using TikTok to enhance vocabulary 

mastery.  

A. Research Results  

The researcher conducted interviews with 6 sixth semester 

students in the English education department who met the criteria to 

become informants in this research. The following findings have been 

obtained by the researcher related to the results of interviews with 

informants: 

Based on the results of the interviews that the researcher has 

conducted, the data obtained that all informants are active users of the 

social media TikTok, and the reasons for why they use it are very 

diverse, most of them said it was an entertainment medium to fill spare 

time.123456 Then apart from being an entertainment medium, they also 

used it to find news that was being discussed or in other words news 

that was going viral.78 Informant ISN also added that she used TikTok 

to enjoy interesting content.9 Informants MH and ANM also added that 

 
1 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January  2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript.  
2  I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
3 IN  Interview conducted by the researcher on 26th January 2024  student interviews 

3  transcript. 
4  MH  Interview conducted by the researcher on 5th February 2024  student 

interviews 4  transcript. 
5  FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February  2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
6  LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February 2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript 
7 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript.  
8  FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February 2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
9 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
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they use TikTok apart from entertainment as well as a means of 

obtaining new information, insights, and knowledge.1011 

Then for the duration of their use, they also vary, some stating 

that on an average day, they can spend approximately one hour.1213 One 

even said that he could spend five to eight hours a day, he further added 

that this time was not immediately but accumulated in a day.14 While 

others convey that the time is not measurable and depends on how busy 

they are on that day, if they have a lot of free time then the duration of 

using TikTok can be long. They also added that compared to other 

social media, they spend more time opening social media TikTok.1516 

This research has three questions, to answer the research question 

the researcher describes it as follows: 

1. Student’s Perception of Using TikTok to Enhance their English 

Vocabulary Mastery 

a. Simplicity of Features and Ease of Access to Use  

Based on the interview results, there is no difference of 

opinion among the informants regarding the ease of features and 

use, all informants stated the same thing if TikTok is a social 

media that is very easy to access and has simple features that are 

easy to use. The following are the students’ statements translated 

from Indonesian to English:  

Yes  it’s easy  very easy even.17 

 

Yes, for young people like me, it is certainly very easy to  

access and use social media TikTok.18 

 

 
10 MH  Interview conducted by the researcher on 5th February 2024  student 

interviews 4  transcript. 
11  LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February 2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript. 
12 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January 2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
13  FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February 2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
14 MH  Interview conducted by the researcher on 5th February 2024  student 

interviews 4  transcript. 
15 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
16  IN  Interview conducted by the researcher on 26th January 2024  student 

interviews 3  transcript 
17 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January 2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
18 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
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It is very easy because the appearance of TikTok’s features  

is simple and easy to understand. In fact, for first-time 

users,  

there are clear instructions on how to use the features. 

There  

are also short videos that are easy to access, so they can be  

used by various ages and wherever and whenever they 

are.19 

 

It is easy, very easy to use and the features are also easy to   

understand.20 

 

It is very easy because you can sign up only by using email 

and using it is also quite easy by searching in the search 

box for what type of content you want to see, after that just 

scroll.21 

 

Yes, in my opinion, it is very easy to use.22 

 

b. Attractiveness in Appearance  

Regarding attractiveness in appearance, based on the data 

that has been obtained there is no difference of opinion among 

the informants, all of them said that they are more interested in 

learning vocabulary through visual and interactive content as 

offered by TikTok compared to conventional methods for the 

reason of the appearance on TikTok very interesting, there are 

good edits and visuals.2324 The information and delivery model is 

packaged and presented in an interesting, creative, and 

 
19 IN  Interview conducted by the researcher on 26th January 2024  student 

interviews 3  transcript. 
20 MH  Interview conducted by the researcher on 5th February 2024  student 

interviews 4  transcript.  
21 FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February 2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
22 LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February 2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript.  
23 LS,  interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January  2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
24  IN  Interview conducted by the researcher on 26th January 2024  student 

interviews 3  transcript. 
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innovative format that can attract attention.25262728 The duration 

of the video is not too long29  and it is easier to imagine the 

insights conveyed. Lastly TikTok is full of the latest 

information.30 This shows that TikTok is a social media that in 

terms of appearance is very attractive to students. 

The following are the answers from the informants: 

Yes  it’s clear  because the average content on TikTok uses 

quite interesting edits so it makes it easier for me to understand 

the content conveyed by the content creators, especially 

regarding English content on TikTok.31 

 

So far, I am more interested in learning through visual and 

interactive content such as YouTube and TikTok. I feel this 

method more interesting and easier to understand, because the 

information is presented in a format that can attract the 

attention of its users.32 

 

Yes, of course, I am more interested in visual and interactive 

content, it is because the model of delivering the material as 

far as I can see is so creative and innovative and, in my 

opinion, it also really keeps up with the times, so that it makes 

it more enjoyable and easier for me to learn.33 

 

Yes, I think so. Because the delivery of material on TikTok is 

more interesting and in my opinion, it is easier to imagine the 

insights shared there, besides that social media TikTok is also 

 
25 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
26  MH  Interview conducted by the researcher on 5th February 2024  student 

interviews 4  transcript. 
27  FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February 2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
28  LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February 2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript. 
29 IN  Interview conducted by the researcher on 26th January 2024  student 

interviews 3  transcript. 
30 MH  Interview conducted by the researcher on 5th February 2024  student 

interviews 4  transcript.  
31 LS,  interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January 2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
32 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
33 FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February 2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
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full of the most up-to-date information, of course I am very 

interested in learning through TikTok, but it does not rule out 

the possibility for me to learn in other media such as journals, 

online books, and websites as well.34 

 

c. Having Shorter Duration 

The short video duration owned and offered by TikTok can 

make students faster and easier to understand the material 

presented because it can be clearer and directly explain to the 

point than long videos which they think are too long-winded and 

can make them feel bored and tends to be skipped.  

The following is the statement from the informants: 

Through short videos, it is easier and faster to understand.35 

 

I prefer the short videos because they get to the point.36 

 

I prefer short videos because can get straight to the point, if 

it’s a long video it’s long-winded and sometimes I get bored.37 

 

d. Ease of Understanding Vocabulary Material 

Regarding the vocabulary learning material on TikTok, 

when the students were asked about the ease of understanding the 

material presented on the platform, there was no difference in 

their answers, the majority of them stated that the material 

presented was easy for them to understand and quite 

comprehensible. As the following informant said: 

In my opinion, the content of English lessons delivered 

through TikTok, especially related to vocabulary, is usually 

understandable and easy to comprehend. The short and creative 

video formats offered on TikTok often make the learning 

material more interesting and digestible, and the use of visual and 

 
34 MH  Interview conducted by the researcher on 5th February  2024  student 

interviews 4  transcript.  
35 IN  Interview conducted by the researcher on 26th January 2024  student 

interviews 3  transcript. 
36 FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February 2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
37 LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February 2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript.  
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interactive methods in the videos can also increase 

understanding.38 

 

I think it’s really easy.39 

 

So far, from the videos that I have watched, I can say that it is 

quite understandable.40 

 

e. Being Able to Enhance English Vocabulary Mastery 

According to the data obtained by a researcher from 

interviews with all informants, it is known that they agree that 

using social media TikTok can enhance their vocabulary 

mastery. ALS expressed her agreement that social media TikTok 

can enhance vocabulary mastery, she explained as follows: 

I agree about enhancing the vocabulary, because the 

education creators, especially the English language in 

TikTok, if there is a new language or word that is going 

viral, they usually discuss it immediately so that it is very 

updated  and I can gain new insights too.41 

 

Then informant ISN said: 

 

Yes, I agree that using TikTok can make a positive 

contribution to enhancing English vocabulary mastery. 

Through short and creative videos, TikTok can help 

introduce and familiarize new vocabulary interestingly. 

Although it is not the only source of learning, TikTok can 

provide variety in the approach to learning vocabulary, 

especially for me who likes learning through visual and 

interactive media.42 

 

 
38 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January  2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
39 MH  Interview conducted by the researcher on 5th February  2024  student 

interviews 4  transcript.  
40 LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February  2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript.  
41 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January  2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
42 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January  2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
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Informant IN also expressed her agreement and even 

stated that not only her vocabulary but also her pronunciation 

has improved.  

I agree that using TikTok can enhance my vocabulary. 

Not only in vocabulary mastery but also in improving my 

pronunciation to a better pronunciation than before.43 

 

Then when asked how their vocabulary mastery was 

after using and watching the video content of vocabulary 

material in English on TikTok, they all agreed that there was 

an enhancement although not significantly much, but at least 

there was insight and something new that they could finally 

know, as the following informants stated: 

After watching English videos on TikTok, I feel a little 

helped by the addition of vocabulary even though it is 

limited. This platform contributes positively to my 

vocabulary mastery.44 

 

It depends on each individual, whether after getting new 

vocabulary they want to practice it in their daily life, if I 

am, myself the type of person who always applies 

analysis and practice. So yes, it has enhanced quite a bit 

even though it is not significant, but at least there is a 

new insight that enters my brain.45 

 

For me personally, I feel that there is an improvement in 

little by little, although not much, but at least I know the 

meaning of vocabulary that was initially unfamiliar to 

me.46 

 

Yes, in terms of vocabulary, I think it has enhanced quite 

a bit,  

 
43 IN  Interview conducted by the researcher on 26th January  2024  student 

interviews 3  transcript. 
44 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January  2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
45 MH  Interview conducted by the researcher on 5th February  2024  student 

interviews 4  transcript.  
46 FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February  2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
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 I know more about this vocabulary, this word means 

this.47 

 

f. TikTok as an Exciting New Media 

All of the informants agreed that TikTok is utilized as a 

new medium in learning English, especially related to vocabulary 

that can be used by English teachers, lecturers, or other 

educators. They need to try to utilize it because now we are in a 

digital era that has made TikTok a social media that is so popular 

in various circles, especially in Generation Z where college 

students are included in the generation category.48 Informants 

said that sometimes teachers and lecturers when teaching only 

tell students to practice and present directly, they should not only 

be like that, but they can take advantage of the use of social media 

TikTok in their learning not only about vocabulary but also other 

materials by making their videos with a short duration like on 

TikTok in the form of a brief explanation so that students can 

understand better, will be more interested in learning if played 

like that49 and can also enjoy learning.50 

FTF expressed its thoughts as follows: 

Yes, it is necessary, to be able to attract students, in my 

opinion they also have to keep up with the times where 

now many use TikTok.51 

 

One of the informants also explained that the use of social 

media such as TikTok by English educators can make it an 

innovative and interesting method, especially in teaching 

vocabulary that can make learning more fun, in her narrative, she 

further said that the use of social media must still be wise and if 

the teachers take content from there, then the selected content 

should also be by the learning objectives. 

 
47 LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February  2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript.  
48 Sinwei uu  Coomparative Lnalysis of iideo ,tories and sser eehaviors on 

ueohat and Tik Tok ” 3rd International Conference on Humanities Education and Social 

Sciences (ICHESS 2020) 496  no. Ichess (2020): 329–33  
https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.201214.518. 

49 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January  2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
50 LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February  2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript.  
51 FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February  2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
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I think the use of social media such as TikTok by English  

lecturers or teachers can be an innovative and interesting  

method to teach vocabulary. TikTok can enrich the 

learning experience with a visual and interactive approach, 

increase student engagement, and make learning more fun. 

However, it still needs to be used wisely and content 

selection should be in line with the learning objectives.52 

 

The above statement is the same as that expressed by 

informant IN, who said that English educators, both teacher and 

lecturer, should also be able to use and utilize not only social 

media TikTok but also other media platforms as additional 

information that can be taught to students. She also added that 

lecturers or teachers also need to sort out that the English 

educational content videos used are indeed quality videos and 

suit the characteristics of their respective students.53 

2. The Benefit that Students Get when Using TikTok to Enhance 

their English Vocabulary Mastery 

Based on the research data that has been obtained through 

interviews with all informants, the researcher can describe that the 

benefits that students get from using social media TikTok to enhance 

English vocabulary mastery are as follows: 

a. Gaining New Insights into Vocabulary  

The first benefit they get is that through TikTok they can 

gain new insights related to English vocabulary, as explained by 

informant ISN she can get to know new vocabulary in such a 

creative and fun way.  

I started using TikTok as an English learning tool when I 

realized that this platform is not only entertaining but can 

also provide educational benefits. Whenever I come across 

an English video on TikTok, especially one on vocabulary, 

I feel drawn to watch it all the way through. Some of the 

benefits I get include the introduction of new words in a 

more creative and fun way. The short videos often use 

pictures or illustrations that help visualize the meaning of 

the words, making it easier for me to remember them. In 

addition, some of the content also provided examples of 

 
52 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January  2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
53 IN  Interview conducted by the researcher on 26th January  2024  student 

interviews 3  transcript. 
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the word’s use in sentences  which helped me understand 

the context in which it was used. Although the benefits 

may not be comparable to conventional learning methods, 

TikTok still makes a positive and fun contribution to my 

English vocabulary development.54 

 

     Informant MH also thinks so, that through TikTok he 

gained new vocabulary knowledge, further he also added that in 

addition to gaining vocabulary knowledge, he also gets the 

opportunity to practice in his daily life because as has been told 

during interviews with the researcher informant MH also likes to 

practice his English-speaking skills on TikTok through the 

content there  such as the content ‘I say red  you say green” 

created by content creators.  

Yes, I get benefits such as gaining new insight into 

vocabulary and getting space to practice in my daily life. 
55 

b. Enhancing the Number of Vocabulary 

The second benefit is that the number of their vocabulary 

can be enhanced, although the enhancement is not significant in 

large numbers at least there are new things that they previously 

did not know that can finally be known.  

Yes, I get benefits, namely enhancing my vocabulary, my 

pronunciation can be better, I also get insight regarding 

idioms and slang in English, and I also get information that 

is trending or being talked about.56 

 

ANM also explained: 

Yes, of course I can, including enhancing the number of 

vocabularies, besides that I can gain insight into the correct 

pronunciation and can know when to use the vocabulary.57 

 

 

 

 
54 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
55 MH  Interview conducted by the researcher on 5th  February  2024  student 

interviews 4  transcript.  
56 FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February 2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
57 LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February 2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript. 
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c. Knowing the Meaning of New Vocabulary 

The third benefit is knowing the meaning of a vocabulary 

and also knowing about what vocabulary is trending among 

young people today, as experienced by informant ALS who said 

as follows: 

Yes, I get a lot of benefits, especially being able to know 

more about the meaning of new vocabulary, knowing how 

to use the vocabulary class, knowing how to pronounce it 

correctly such as how to pronounce American and British 

accents, and for example, if there is vocabulary that is 

trending on TikTok, usually immediately discuss it which 

makes me more knowledgeable.58 

 

d. Knowing the Use of Vocabulary Classes 

The fourth benefit is knowing the use of word classes as  

perceived by the following informants ALS, ANM, and ISN: 

...know the use of the vocabulary class.59 

...and be able to know when the vocabulary is used.60 

...in addition, some content also provides examples of 

word usage in sentences, which helps me understand the 

context in which they are used.61 

 

 

e.   Knowing How to Pronounce Vocabulary Correctly 

The fifth benefit is knowing how to pronounce vocabulary 

correctly, informant ANM said as follows: 

...in addition to the insight into correct pronunciation.62 

Then, FTF also said more or less the same thing as follows:  

...my pronunciation could be better.63  

ALS also stated that one of the benefits she gained was 

being able to know the correct pronunciation, she added, such 

 
58 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January 2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
59 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January 2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
60 LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February 2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript. 
61 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
62 LNM  Interview conducted by the researcher on 8th February 2024  student 

interviews 6  transcript. 
63 FTF  Interview conducted by the researcher on 6th February 2024  student 

interviews 5  transcript. 
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as knowing how to pronounce between American and British 

accents:  

....knowing the correct way of pronunciation such as  

pronunciation in American and British accents.64 

3. The Challenge that Students Faced when Using TikTok to 

Enhance their English Vocabulary Mastery 

From the interview data with all informants, it is known that 

not all informants face and experience challenges, but some of them 

do. Therefore, researcher have classified some of these challenges 

as follows: 

a. Limitations in Delivering Information 

The first challenge faced by them was that because of 

limited time, sometimes they felt that the explanation of the video 

content was less in-depth, this was felt by ISN and IN. 

Yes, for me, there were a few challenges or obstacles that 

I encountered when learning English vocabulary through 

TikTok. One of the main challenges is the limited delivery 

of information. Short videos on TikTok have a duration 

limit, which can make the explanation of vocabulary 

limited and less in-depth. Some concepts may not be fully 

explained in such a short time. In addition, some videos 

are informative and creative, but some are less structured 

or do not provide a clear explanation.65 

 

Furthermore, informant ISN also explained how she 

overcame the challenges she felt. 

To overcome these challenges, I implemented a few 

strategies: first, I made sure to choose my videos carefully. 

I look for content that is delivered in a clear and structured 

manner, which is complemented by pictures or 

illustrations to help visualize the vocabulary. Next, I use 

TikTok as an additional resource in learning which means 

I do not rely entirely on TikTok to understand the 

vocabulary. I also seek further information from reliable 

sources such as dictionaries, textbooks, or online learning 

materials.66 

 
64 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January 2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
65 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
66 I,N  Interview conducted by the researcher on 23rd January 2024  student 

interviews 2  transcript. 
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In line with ISN, informant IN also said the same thing that 

the challenge she faced was that sometimes she encountered 

video content that lacked depth in its explanation and there was 

not even a next section to explain in more detail, then to 

overcome the challenges she felt, she would try to find more in-

depth information on other media platforms such as YouTube, 

the following is a statement from IN: 

For me, yes, there are some challenges in using TikTok to 

learn and enhance my English vocabulary, namely the 

limited availability of material, especially for vocabulary 

material which is still limited and sometimes there is no 

continuation, and to overcome this I usually look for other 

source information on other platforms that are more in-

depth and detailed, such as YouTube or websites.67 

b. Distraction of Entertainment Content Videos 

Then the next challenge is being distracted by 

entertainment content because not always what appears is 

content about education but there is also content in the form of 

entertainment content, so it can make unfocused which in the 

end makes only watch entertainment content, this was 

experienced by the following informant ALS: 

... sometimes I am easily distracted by entertainment 

content videos, for example, I want to see English content 

but what always appears is entertainment content which 

makes me end up not seeing the English educational 

content.68 

 

As for how to overcome it, ALS says that if she has a 

strong desire to learn English, not just vocabulary, then she 

will search by writing in the search box what she wants to 

learn. This can prevent her from being easily distracted by 

existing entertainment content.  

.... then for the second challenge, I overcame it by having 

to gather strong intentions and desires first so that later I 

would not easily distracted by content other than English 

content as I have said before, I do like to save and repost 

 
67 IN  Interview conducted by the researcher on 26th January 2024  student 

interviews 3  transcript. 
68 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January 2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
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English videos so later if I have a strong desire to learn 

later I will search and reopen and if there is a strong desire 

to learn English not only vocabulary then I will search by 

writing in the search box related to what I want to learn. 

Well, if it's like that, the content that appears will 

automatically only be about English educational content 

so that it can make me not be distracted by other content.69 

c. Confusion in Distinguishing between the Accents Used by 

Content Creator 

Then there are also challenges in the form of confusion and 

difficulty in distinguishing what accent is being used by the 

content creators and the way to overcome this challenge is by 

looking for additional information in other sources such as 

Google or YouTube. This challenge is the challenge felt by ALS: 

There are no significant challenges, for me the challenge I 

feel is the pronunciation between American and British 

accents because not all content creators declare whether 

they use an American accent or they are British, so I learn 

it mixed and there are some cultures that are different 

between the two as in the way of writing itself, sometimes 

there is vocabulary that is different in writing between 

American and British and that sometimes makes it a little 

difficult for me to distinguish it and to overcome the first 

challenge, I usually look for information in other sources 

such as Google and YouTube.70 

 

B. Discussion  

This section will present a discussion analysis of the research 

findings. This research has three questions that must be answered. 

Therefore, the researcher presents the discussion as follows: 

1. Student’s Perception of Using TikTok to Enhance their English 

Vocabulary Mastery 

Based on the research data that has been collected, it can be 

seen that all informants are active users of social media TikTok with 

varying durations of use. On average, they use it for more than an 

hour a day and some even use it for up to five to eight hours then 

others use it depending on how busy they are that day. The reasons 

 
69 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January 2024  student 

interviews 1  transcript. 
70 LS,  Interview conducted by the researcher on 21st January 2024  student 
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for what they use it for are very diverse, most of them use it as an 

entertainment medium to fill their spare time. Then, apart from being 

an entertainment medium, they also use it to find news that is being 

talked about or news that is going viral and also to obtain new 

information, insights, and knowledge.  Researcher can conclude that 

they use social media TikTok not only as entertainment but also as 

a means of finding information and viral news and also as an 

educational tool to gain new insights and knowledge, especially 

related to learning English. This is very similar to what Yang said 

that there are four main purposes of a person using social media, the 

first is as entertainment, the second is as a means of socializing and 

interacting with other users, the third is as a means of information 

and the fourth is as a means of education.71 

Regarding perception, all informants agreed to state that 

TikTok is a social media that has simple features and is easy to 

access, for users who are using it for the first time there are clear 

instructions on how to use these features and to access them they 

only need to create an account with register using email and how to 

use it is also quite easy, by typing keywords in the search box for the 

type of content you want to see, then various videos will appear that 

match the keywords you have typed, after that just scroll. Because 

of the simplicity of the features and easy access for users, it is also 

easier for students to get the things they want to learn, including 

acquiring new English vocabulary. This is the same as what was 

expressed by Sinta who said that the ease of features and the use of 

social media TikTok allows users to search for and select 

educational video content with any theme or topic that they want to 

improve.72 

Referring to the next findings, data was obtained that all 

informants agreed that social media TikTok is an attractive media in 

its appearance for them because the content delivered through 

TikTok is packaged interestingly, creatively, and innovative 

following developments in today’s times by using edits that are so 

interesting and good that in the end it can attract the attention of its 

users so that it is easier to imagine the various insights shared there 

and also makes it easier to understand the content delivered. The 

 
71Huining Yang  C,econdary-,chool ,tudents’ Perspectives of stilizing Tiktok for 

English Searning in and beyond the EFS olassroom ” 2020 3rd International Conference 

on EducationTechnology and Social Science (ETSS 2020)  no. Etss (2020): 162–83. 
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statement was conveyed by one of the informants who stated that 

TikTok follows the development of the current era73 which is the 

same as what Veronica has stated who mentioned that social media 

TikTok is by the times and with its various unique features and the 

novelty offered there has made it an attractive social media in terms 

of its appearance which causes students especially generation Z, to 

be interested in using it in learning English vocabulary because it 

fits their characteristics that cannot be separated from the digital 

world.74 

From the results of the interviews, it was also found that most 

of the informants stated that they prefer TikTok video content that 

is not too long so that watching it does not feel boring which 

ultimately makes it tend to be skipped, to more quickly get the 

essence or points of the video content about vocabulary so that it can 

be easier to understand it. Zhai Xiuwen stated that with the short 

duration of video content, it will not quickly get boring because it 

does not require a long time for students to watch it it can make the 

learning process through social media TikTok more effective and 

efficient.75 

Then according to them, the content of English educational 

videos, especially the material about vocabulary that is there is very 

easy to understand this is because the short and creative video format 

offered on TikTok often makes learning material more interesting 

and easier to digest, and the use of visual and interactive methods in 

the video can also increase understanding of the new knowledge 

conveyed. It is by what Ifthina said that the use of social media, 

especially TikTok in learning, especially English learning can help 

make it easier for students who use it to understand the material 

conveyed through this platform, and this is a new and fun thing that 

needs to be tried and done by students.76 
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interviews 5  transcript. 
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In addition, they also expressed their agreement that TikTok 

can indeed enhance the amount of their vocabulary mastery, 

although it does not make a significant enhancement directly, there 

is still a new insight that they have received and gained, this is 

because TikTok can help introduce new vocabulary in a fun and 

interesting way and every time there is something either a new word 

or expression that is going viral, the content creators quickly make 

a video explanation so that the users are also updated with 

knowledge related to their vocabulary.  

Currently, the social media TikTok has become so popular, 

that students and even English teachers, lecturers, or educators can 

participate in taking advantage of the existence of social media 

TikTok by using it in teaching and learning activities. Afrah in his 

research argues that creating educational video content of English 

vocabulary supported by the existence of image edits and graphics 

that are so interesting and creative can make TikTok a tool that can 

be used by language learners to enhance vocabulary mastery and can 

also be used to support other English language skills.77 Elsa Dwipa 

et al., also agree with this, she found in her research that the TikTok 

application is considered a unique and interesting new media that 

can effectively and efficiently enhance students’ English 

vocabulary.78 

Based on the interview data and discussion description above, 

the researcher can state that the informants fall into the category of 

passive vocabulary mastery, and the approach they use to enhance 

vocabulary mastery by using TikTok is implicit because they can 

acquire and know new vocabulary through the activities of seeing, 

reading and listening to various audio-visual educational content 

about vocabulary found on TikTok. This refers to what has been 

stated by Sonbul and Schmit that an implicit approach is an indirect 

approach to vocabulary learning where students recognize and know 

vocabulary from the reading and listening activities they have 

done.79 
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Then, vocabulary mastery strategies that are most widely used 

by informants are cognitive strategies and social strategies. The 

definition of cognitive strategy refers to the opinion of Sonbul and 

Schmitt cited in Rupina, which is a strategy that refers to how 

students practice the vocabulary they have acquired.80 The cognitive 

strategy they use is to remember the new vocabulary they know and 

also note the vocabulary, this is what informant IN did.81 The social 

strategy is a strategy where students practice by practicing directly 

with others82 and this is the way informant MH did it.83 

In the context of using TikTok for vocabulary mastery, 

multimedia learning theory is very relevant. TikTok as a video-

based social media platform provides a rich combination of verbal 

and visual elements such as text, images, sound, and music can 

support learning, can improve understanding of new vocabulary by 

utilizing the dual-channel assumption. The short and concise nature 

of videos also helps overcome limited processing capacity (limited 

capacity assumption), while interactive features and comments on 

the platform can increase active student involvement (active 

processing assumption). 84  According to Mayer, the use of 

multimedia in education must be designed to facilitate the 

integration of information through various representation formats, 

and TikTok with its video format offers this opportunity effectively 

and by applying multimedia learning theory in using TikTok, it is 

hoped that students’ vocabulary mastery can be significantly 

enhanced through a richer and more interesting learning experience.   

2. The Benefit that Students Get when Using TikTok to Enhance 

their English Vocabulary Mastery 

Based on the results of interviews with informants, researcher 

have recapitulated and concluded the various benefits, including the 

first benefit is gaining new insights into vocabulary, and research by 

Vera Nurlia that supports these findings.85The second is enhancing 
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the number of vocabularies, this is in line with what Elsa Dwipa 

stated in her research.86 The third is students can know the meaning 

of new vocabulary and the fourth is students can know the use of 

word classes, the findings in the research of Muflihah et al., also said 

the same thing87 and the last benefit is students can know how to 

pronounce a word correctly, research by Adnan also claims the same 

thing which states that using TikTok can improve English language 

skills such as pronunciation and vocabulary.88 Seeing these various 

benefits  it can be said that in today’s digital era  social media 

TikTok can be used as a tool or media for teaching and learning 

English because it offers many benefits for its users, especially 

Generation Z as stated by Pratiwi.89 

3. The Challenge that Students Faced when Using TikTok to 

Enhance their English Vocabulary Mastery 

For the challenges and obstacles that students experience, the 

researcher noted, among others, the first is that due to the short 

duration, sometimes they felt that the explanation of the video 

content was less in-depth in its explanation and there is not even a 

next section to explain in more detail, then to overcome this 

challenge they will usually try to find more in-depth information on 

other media platforms such as YouTube. This is the same as the 

findings in Elsa Dwipa’s research which revealed that sometimes on 

TikTok the discussion of content is indeed less detailed so they also 

learn more in detail on other media.90 

,econd  students’ focus while watching English learning 

videos is sometimes easily distracted by other content, especially 

entertainment content, as indeed Zhang has said that TikTok can 

easily make students distracted and distract their attention which 

tends to make them interested in other interesting entertainment 
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content, this is because TikTok is entertainment-oriented software.91 

The way they overcome this problem is by writing in the search box 

related to what they want to learn, this can prevent them from being 

easily distracted by existing entertainment content. Then the last 

challenge is that students feel confused about what accent is being 

used by the content creators and how to overcome this challenge is 

done by looking for additional information in other sources such as 

Google or YouTube. 
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