CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problems

One issue that has become an increasingly bigger concern in
recent years is extremism and radicalism. In today’s pluralist
societies, the emergence of conflict is inevitable. Radicalism, in the
context of religion, is defined as ideology that aims to make drastic
change within the social and political system by using extreme or
violent means in the name of religion." This ideology can affect
anyone, including children, teenagers, and adults.” The conflict and
violence caused by this type of ideology can occur between people
from different ethnicities, tribes, races, groups, religions, * and
even within the same religion. This problem, if not fixed
immediately, will threaten the harmony and peace within the
society and can damage the unity of any nation, especially one that
is as highly multicultural and diverse as Indonesia.

To combat the influence of these extreme or radical ideas as
well as fostering tolerance and harmony, moderation is believed to
be the key. Moderation means choosing a middle position between
two extremes. Its Arabic equivalent, wasath or wasathiyah, can
also signify “superiority, justice, purity, nobility, and elevated
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status,” as well as “the best choice.”® Moderation is a value that

can help develop harmony in social affairs from personal all the
way to global level. The concept of moderation itself is deeply
rooted in the teachings of almost all major religions on a
fundamental level. Therefore, if all believers of any religion truly
understand the teachings of their religion, extreme or radical
ideologies should not emerge.

Considering its significance in maintaining peace and
harmony in our modern world, it would be very beneficial if the
values of moderation are integrated into the curriculum. Its
importance is further underlined by a report from Indonesian
National Counter Terrorism Agency’s which shows that students’
involvement in radicalism is high.” In fact, students are one of the
most vulnerable group targeted by radical ideology. Therefore,
there needs to be an effort to instill the values of moderation to our
students’ mind. One of the ways of doing that is by integrating
them into the hidden curriculum of the textbooks used, including
English textbooks.

Az-Zafi states that intolerant doctrine is suspected to have
infiltrated some educational institutions.® Therefore, religious
moderation values which are already contained in Al-Quran should
be integrated into formal education system. The study found that
the values in Al-Quran that can be integrated into formal education
include justice, openness, wisdom, and balance. Furthermore,
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Siswanto’s study entitled Islamic Moderation Values on the
Islamic Education Curriculum in Indonesia: A Content Analysis®
analyzed Islamic moderation values in Indonesian national
curriculum through Religious Education textbooks. He recognized
the importance of religious moderation in the curriculum because
of the emergence of extremism, intolerance, as well as radical and
terrorist movements in educational institutions. The study found
that Islamic moderation concept is reflected in the content material,
even though it is not explicitly mentioned.

The use of textbooks is ubiquitous in English classes around
the world, including Indonesia. The vast majority of teachers
around the world use textbook to give their teaching structure and
direction as well as to help their students.'® Meanwhile, to facilitate
language learning, textbooks cannot simply present the language as
an abstract system by describing its grammatical rules and
vocabulary. Textbooks must present the language as how it is used
in the real world by discussing various kinds of topics and subject
contents so that learners are able to use the language in real
situation.* The topics and subject contents being discussed in the
textbook will inevitably convey some social and cultural values
which are embedded in them."? Furthermore, according to Schissler
as quoted in Pingel, textbooks do not only convey knowledge, but
also transmit a general understanding of the rules and norms of the
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society.”® In other words, besides the subject material itself, the
social and cultural values carried in a textbook are also important.
Because of the effects they bring to students’ perception and
attitudes in general,* the values carried in a textbook must be
taken into consideration when choosing which textbook to use in a
classroom. Consequently, numerous studies have been done to
analyze the values carried in textbooks. The issues raised in these
studies are varied, ranging from human rights,™ religion,*® gender
representation and stereotypes,’’ *® disabilities," to LGBT topics.”
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To put simply, any topic that is relevant to the social issues of the
time can be raised and used to analyze the value content of
textbooks.

An example of textbook analysis is a study by Behnam et al
entitled Identity, Religion, and New Definition of Inclusiveness in
Iranian High School EFL Textbooks? which analyzes the inclusion
of religion and culture in EFL textbooks in Iran. It was found that
Shi’ite Islam, which is the dominant religion in Iran, is represented
in subtle way in Iranian high school EFL textbooks. Meanwhile,
religious minorities in Iran are not represented. Even though this
can be considered as a failure in a “western viewpoint of equality,”
the researchers argue that this is not the case in Iran which has
theocratic government system. This, according to the researcher, is
the government’s effort to foster unity among all Iranians.

Even though many studies have been done on the value
content of textbooks, it is still hard to find one that specifically
deals with religious moderation in EFL Textbook. For that reason,
and after taking the aforementioned issues into consideration, the
researcher is motivated to conduct a study on how the values of
moderation are represented in English textbooks used in Indonesia.
The book chosen is English textbook entitled “Bahasa Inggris:
When English Rings a Bell” for 7" grade. The book is chosen
because it is published by The Ministry of Education, which means
that they should best represent the Ministry’s vision of the ideal
English textbook and be the default choice for most English
teachers in Indonesia.

Focus of the Research
The research focuses on the values of religious moderation
carried in the EFL textbook intended for 7" grade Junior High
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School published by The Ministry of Education. These values can
be embedded in texts and images found in the book.

. Formulation of the Problem

Based on the aforementioned background, the problem in
this research is what are the values of moderation represented in
the EFL textbook for 7" grade Junior High School published by
The Ministry of Education?

. Obijectives of the Research

Based on the aforementioned problem, the objective of this
research is to explain what moderation values are represented in
the English textbook for 7" grade Junior High School published by
The Ministry of Education.

. Significance of the Research
The result of this research is expected to contribute
theoretical and practical significance to teachers and students.
1. Theoretical Significance
This research is expected to provide new findings on
the integration of moderation values in English textbooks.
2. Practical Significance
a. For teachers
The result of this research is expected to help
teachers in choosing textbook based on the integrated
moderation value. Additionally, it gives teachers
awareness of the moderation values integrated in the
book, which helps them convey those values more
effectively.
b. For principals and supervisors
The result of this research can help school
principals and supervisors in considering which textbook
to use, as well as supervising the circulation of textbooks
used at schools.
c. For English textbook writers
The research is expected to give additional insight
for textbook writers to take moderation values into
account in the development of English textbooks.



d. For education officials
The research can provide additional findings that
can be considered in creating policies regarding the
development of English textbooks.

F. The Organization of the Paper
This paper is divided into five chapters, which include:
1. Chapter | — Introduction

This chapter presents the foundation of the research,
including  background, research  focus, problems,
objectives, significance, and the organization of the paper.
2. Chapter Il — Literature Review

To maintain the validity and reliability of the
research, theories related to the topic are provided in this
chapter.
3. Chapter Il — Research Methodology

This chapter presents the method used to conduct
this study.
4. Chapter IV — Findings and Discussions

This chapter contains an overview of the research
object, description of the research data, analysis of the
research data, as well as the results of the analysis.
5. Chapter V — Conclusion and Suggestion

What can be concluded from this research as well as
suggestions based on the conclusion are presented in this
chapter. This is the end of the paper.



