CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Chapter I provided background information and the rationale of the

research. It introduces and describes the nature and content of the
proposed study. This chapter should address the questions of 1) what the
study is about, 2) how the study fits into the present context, and 3) what
the focus of the research is. To formulate that information systematically,
this chapter subdivided into eight sections.

A.

Background Research

Nowadays, people tend to learn the English language to fulfill
their demand to carry on the worldwide dynamic related to the
massive improvement of advanced communication technology. They
have to learn English if they want to communicate with people all
around the world.' Including, this can define as the case when
people seek jobs, one of the requirements is to be able to
communicate in English. Besides, for pronouncing a product's
component or feature, English has become the preferred language,
such as to pronounce features of the smartphone that have a function
for saving batteries in a certain amount and people like to use the
‘power bank’ term. Likewise, English language proficiency is one of
the major studies which students must learn thoroughly in the
classroom.

In college, students attend classrooms for each subject based on
the curriculum. Nevertheless, learning does not always about inside
the classroom. It should be noted that the school also provides
extracurriculars are casual activities carried out by college students.”
As the support tools for students’ interest field, through specification
skills, different methods, and enjoyable approaches that could bring
a better understanding to the students and generally, it takes time
outside of standard curriculum study hours.

English club is a popular extracurricular in most colleges, for
this reason, it offers comfort in doing English language skills drills
whereas it is not correlated to academic value but learning for
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pleasure which is free from nervousness.’ To clarify that students
join in extracurricular accomplishments not only for entertainment,
community, and enjoyment purposes.® Furthermore, to gain and
increase their competencies in the English language. And the
students needed to add further understandings and advance practices
from outside of the classroom terms.” As can be seen, the English
club considered being beneficial for the students. Clearly, In the
term ‘benefit’ there are some advantages of joining the English club,
Students could learn the English language from different sight than
the classroom did. Where according to Gardner et al, positive youth
development theory and research stress human development
transitions and indicate that building strong, supportive interactions
with people and social structures promotes healthy growth.’

Therefore, the English club is more enjoyable and offers some
‘choice’ to the students to choose what kind of skill that they want to
learn thoroughly. Even an English club with proper management by
the college could provide a better learning method than English as
the subject of the curriculum. Students can also participate in the
competition, attend the international seminar and even get an
exclusive pack of learning English language support by joining the
English club. As well Yeyen stated in her thesis that was students
who joined the clubs will get the benefit from the events, such as
increased students’ proficiency in socializing with their peers and
teachers who can assist them in fully participating in the learning
practice’.

As testified by Freeman that several of the benefits of joining
an English club such as; students will be able to contribute the
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frequent activities based on the club objectives, students will have an
opportunity to participate in the national and abroad English
competition, students can upgrade their listening and speaking skill
through formal and informal circumstances and the other option is
students will have a chance to go aboard and learn different culture
from an open-minded perspective.® Typically, English clubs might
have access to several options of supportive media learning that give
a sense of relaxation and fun learning. In between scheduled
activities, teachers may use interests in which students can join in
are predicting, previewing, giving presentations, practicing oral
reading, role-playing, storytelling, active listening podcast, singing a
song, and artwork making.” Thus, English clubs are comfier and
more enjoyable than the setting up like the classroom. These also
encourage the students to practice English in more real-life
environments. This can boost the students’ willingness to practice
and learn on their own.

The activities of the English club consisted of several students
who gather in a place based on common interest to learn English
together by discussing doing. The students must exchange thoughts
and listen to what their peers have to say to have a better
comprehension of the English language because they do not merely
learn directly from books and sources. An English club is a group
that consists of students who accomplish together to participate in an
activity for a similar aim that has been structural, particularly to
learn the English language.'” The researcher may connect the
discussion activity in the learning process as well written in The
Holy Qur’an Surah Asy Syura Verse 38:
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and from what We have provided them, they spend,"’

According to Tafsir Al-Maraghi, the verse above can conclude
that if they wish for a substance, they may talk and discuss it with
each other, so that the substance could be examined and learned
together, moreover, it is about the battlefield and things."

Based on Surah Asy Syura Verse 38 and Mubarok stated in his
thesis about the fafsir of the verse above, the researcher associated it
with the students who gather to do discussion or consultation in
English club to reach better comprehension and could have the good
result of English language learning improvement. Including, when
students can participate in a competition through their contribution
to the club, or students finally can pass their TOEFL test after having
an extra drill with the coach and targeted strategies.

When the prior researchers are interested in basic questions
about the reason some students seem to learn and thrive in school
contexts, and other students seem to struggle to develop the
knowledge and cognitive resources to be successful academically,
must consider the role of motivation.”” Meanwhile, factors
contributing to language learning are complex, but the role of
motivation in learning development is a particularly interesting issue
that is worthy to be studied.' Because this far motivation issue
becomes complex since there is a massive improvement of advanced
technology. Students' motivation becomes a vital point in their
learning process, it is the first thing that makes a stimulus that
students act and start to learn something, especially in learning the
English language. The more students have a motivation to experts in
a second/foreign language, the more successful they will learn it in
the process soon, on other hand it could imply whether they learn
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English as a foreign language or the second language.” Their
motivation is the key to mastering skills of the English language
further, also Weiner confirmed that motivation could be the
contributing factor to students' achievement and performance.'® In
addition, as Nazirovna defined that motivation is what motivates the
students to act to learn English in advance or even to teach English
to their peers.

Students’ motivation in learning English can develop from two
aspects, Deci and Ryan have noted that self-determined learner
behavior can obtain from both intrinsic and extrinsic motivation."’
The first is the intrinsic side, these students’ motivation is associated
with their intention, willingness, and awareness to learn and to imply
the English language, therefore, this was compatible with this goal
construct, which Brophy's definition of "motivation to learn" is that
students are focused on studying and understanding knowledge
while also showing a willingness to participate in the learning
process.”® The intrinsically motivated students have an internal
desire and are not dependent on external outcomes.

On the other hand, the extrinsic side is influenced by others’
encouragement, peer achievement, parental suggestion, or it is just
an obligation that should be accomplished. Malone & Lepper stated
that in constructing learning settings or selecting instructional
materials, extrinsic motivators such as cooperation, competitiveness,
and recognition can and should be considered.” Thus, Nazirovna
testified that her research has shown a link between important
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motivational studies for students and parental considerations.” If
case parent understands and even learned English, they will be able
to support and courage the students to learn English as well.
Students' motivation became a determinant of performance and
achievement in the students' English learning process, and it was
confirmed that students with better learning motivation also tend to
participate more actively in course tasks and group activities.?'
Moreover, motivation can lead students to continue learning even
after they fulfill their specific goals. When students are particularly
motivated, they enjoy studying a second or foreign language.” A
statement that motivation, favorable attitudes, and satisfying
learners’ learning preferences, will certainly result in successful
English language learning.” In short, motivated students
extrinsically can learn better and participate in groups optimally
because the environment supports their intrinsic motivation as well.

Furthermore, the post-pandemic era forces students to resume
their learning activities back to school and college. And they do no
longer have to learn thru Zoom and Google Meet, they do no longer
need to stare at the screen laptop when participating in classroom
activities, and they do not continue to deal with online learning
obstacles. Therefore, students can attend offline classrooms, they
could gather with friends, they could meet and talk to the teacher
directly, and the most necessary part is they can join clubs, where
they can meet people who have common personal interests and learn
together how to reach their goal that being a motive for them when
joining the club.

Numerous studies have been conducted by other researchers.
One of them is Fereni Nuris Salami, a college student at the Faculty
of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training of Universitas [slam Negeri of Ar-
Raniry Banda Aceh, who conducted research, entitled “Students’
Motivation In Joining English Extra Class”, This previous study was
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about to explore students’ motivation toward English extra class
which focused on the motivation and the gender issue about the
difference of female and male student motivation. she took the
conclusion that English extra class program gave some effectiveness
and benefits for female and male students motivation; they were
more confident in speaking English, they enjoyed doing exercises
given by teachers and enthusiasm in learning English increased after
attending the English extra class. And mostly used a quantitative
descriptive method to process the data, also this study confirmed that
female students have better motivation than male students in
learning English. However, the previous research above did not
include the discussion of how motivation takes part in the students’
experience during the learning English process. Here, the present
researcher exposed the supporting part that the students deal with
during joining the English club as the representation of the
experiences of students themselves.

In this opportunity, the researcher presented this study under the
title “EXPLORING STUDENTS> MOTIVATIONS FOR
JOINING STEC (STUDENT ENGLISH CLUB): A
PHENOMENOLOGY STUDY AT ISLAMIC INSTITUTE
STATE OF KUDUS” for the reason that the researcher did
preliminary research by observing one of the English Club’s
program and found out numerous students were enthusiast to
participate in it. Even the researcher also did observation to the
English Club’s Social Media and found out that even some of the
member joined competition and being the winner. Form the issues
that the researcher grasp about students’ motivation when wanted to
explore the motivations of students when they join English Club as
their extracurricular besides learning the English language amidst
the regular classroom. In otherside, the researcher wanted to figure
out how students” motivation can affect the English club program
from the students’ point of view. Researcher linked both of the
English Club and the English Education Department has similar
enthusiasm to advance the quality of English language learning and
teaching. It follows there has been no study about students’
motivation and experience conducted on this organization before.
And English Club is a prospective club that in the future students
could have a better opportunity to join and participate in
international events range.

Research Focus and Scope
After conducting a general study of students’ motivation to join



English club and plan to make an initial observation at the Islamic
Institute State of Kudus in Jawa Tengah. The researcher examined
the experiences of the student's motivations for joining the English
club, also the supporting factors that they might gain and the
obstacles that they might encounter while learning the English
language through the English club program. Along with the
researcher examined students’ point of view about their motivation
can affect the English club.

Research Problem
This problem formulation aims to limit a problem that will be
discussed concerning the title “Exploring Students’ Motivations for
Joining STEC (Student English Club): A Phenomenology Study at
Islamic Institute State Of Kudus” which being discussed in this
thesis and which in purpose to be clear and more focused some
research problems extended below:
1.  What are students’ motivations for joining the English club?
2. What supporting factors and obstacles do students deal with
when they join the English club activities?
3. How could students’ motivation affect English Club Program?

Research Objective
Based on the formulation of the problem above, this study

achieved the objective point, there are:

1. To find out what are the motives behind the student joining the
English club

2. To find out what are supporting factors and obstacles do
students deal with when they join the English club activities

3. To determine how could students’ motivations affect the
program of the English club.

Research Significant
Based on this research, it expected to provide both theoretical
and practical contributions to several related parties:
1. Theoretical Benefit
a. Contributing to the concerned club in the form of insight
related to the students' motivation for joining the English
club at the Islamic university institute.
b. Become a consideration for the future researcher who
develops research in the same field.



2.

Practical benefit

a. This research can be useful as input for the English club
for the future functionaries to count the students’
motivation to make program

b. Can distinguish the motive of the students for joining
English club, so the functionaries recognize which part the
students have passion on it.

c. The English teacher can learn students’ motivation in
learning English since it influences their understanding in
the learning process.

d.  Further researchers, hopefully, can complete the specific
aspect that will not discuss in this study.

Definition of Key Terms

In this study, three key terms used frequently in the discussion,

there are:

1. Students’ Motivation is an important aspect that boots students’
willingness to learn and affects students’ achievement during
the learning process.

2. Learning the English language is an acquisition activity that
focuses on the students’ improvement in process of mastering
English language skills.

3.  English club is an active extracurricular that give facilitation to

the students who have a common interest in learning English or
to the student who wants to master English language skill
further.

Organization of Thesis

Systematic writing is a basic framework or pattern that

determines the form of the thesis. In addition, systematic is a basic
set that will reveal each part and the connection between the part of
this study. To simplify the preparation, the systematic will arrange as
the next:

L.

The first is complementary pages which will contain several
requirement parts, such as; Cover, Approval Page, Declaration
Page, Abstract, Abstrak, Motto Page, Dedication Page,
Acknowledgement, Preface, and Table of Contents, List of
Abbreviations / Tables / Figures / Illustrations / Appendices.
The second is the main part of this study which will contain an
outline consisting of five chapters, between them will connect,
there are



Chapter 1 Introduction will consist of the Background
research, research Focus and scope, Research Problem,
Research Objective, research Significant, Definition of
Key terms, and Organization of the Thesis.

Chapter II will contain a Theory Framework which
consists: of theories related to the title, previous research,
and framework of thought.

Chapter III will be a research method that consists of types
and approaches, research settings, research subjects, data
sources, data collection techniques, data validity testing,
and data analysis techniques.

Chapter IV will be a data analysis that includes what
motivation students are to join English clubs at Islamic
University State.

Chapter V will be the closing chapter which will contain
the conclusion, suggestion, and closing words.
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