CHAPTER IV
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The findings and discussions sections were separated in this
chapter. The findings of the study are based on an analysis of data
from students' perceptions of the use of podcasts in listening
comprehension. The data on students' perceptions of podcasts
include how podcasts affect their listening comprehension and how
students perceive the use of podcasts in improving listening skill.

A. Research Findings

This chapter provides the research findings and discussion
to answer the research questions. The research shows related to
the use of podcast media in improving listening skill the case
at an English Department in Indonesia. The research findings
provide the use of podcast media in English teaching, the
obstacles faced by the seventh semester students in using
podcast media, and its solutions.

The data research was collected by observation in two
classes including A and B classes. To obtain comprehensive
data regarding the use of podcast media in English teaching the
researcher interviewed some students to get information more
deeply related to use of Podcast media. The data focusing to
the students’ perception on the use of Podcast in listening
comprehension were gained from the CEFR test. Relevant to
the research question, this study aimed to address the
following question.

1. The Use of the Seventh Semester Students of English

Department in Improving Listening Skill

The use of podcasts in the classroom has
influenced students' English skills as well as their
perception of it. The researcher interviewed 10 English
students, who can be identified as seventh semester
students, including 5 females and 5 males. In the research
findings, the researcher will present the results from
students A and B. The result will be presented based on
the result of the interview and data obtained by CEFR
test.

These data findings were related to students'
perceptions of using podcasts to improve their skills,
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particularly listening skill. The students were enrolled in
the seventh semester of an English Department in
Indonesia. The researcher used an interview guide to
answer the research question regarding to the
implementation of a podcast in teaching listening skills.
The researcher used the interview guide that contained
nine questions adapted from Clara Claudea about student
opinions on learning through podcasts as a supporting
media to answer the research question regarding students’
responses after being taught using podcasts. In addition,
an interview was used to explore the students’ opinions
about learning English through podcasts deeper. To
answer the first research question, the researcher
interviewed 10 students to know how the perception about
the using podcast media in the learning process to
improve their listening skills. There are five questions out
of six that ask participants’ perspectives on using podcast
to improve their listening skills.
a. The students’ perceptions about the podcast
The first question was about what they knew about
the podcast. The fact that they mostly know what the
podcast is, that can be proven by the results of the
interview with ten students as the representatives of
the seventh semester. That can be seen by the
perceptions all of the students. From the female 1 said
that the podcast is identical to casual yet meaningful
conversations." Female 2 said podcasts are one of the
most popular media in this era. Most of people make
podcasts to learn, or just do something else.? Female 3
said that a podcast is similar to radio but it is available
on the web via the internet.’* Female 4 said that a
podcast is an audio recording that can be listened to by

L ALN, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5, 2022, 1%
interviewer, transcript

2 NA, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 6" 2022, 2"
interviewer, transcript

® AK, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5", 2022, 3"
interviewer, transcript
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the general public via the internet.* Female 5 said that
podcast are digitally broadcast on different platforms,
both video and audio.” Female 6 said that a podcast is
a discussion recording on a specific topic, typically
audio or visual, that is viewable or listened to via
internet media.® Male 1 states that the podcast is a
digital audio file created and uploaded on an online
platform for sharing with others.” Male 2 state that a
podcast is a medium that can be used to learn by
listening.® Male 3 state that the podcast is an audio
recording that discusses discussion on a particular
topic that can eventually be accessed through the
internet media.’ Male 4 said that the podcast is an
audio recording that the public can listen to over the
internet media.™

The students’ perception about their listening ability
after learning using a podcast.

Then, the fifth question that the researcher asked
the students was about their listening ability after
learning using the podcast media. The result of the
interview shows that most of the students felt slightly
improvement in their listening ability after using the
podcast. It is proven by the statement below. Female 1
said that she thinks there is a slightly increase in her
listening ability."' Female 2 said that her listening

4 AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 4"
interviewer, transcript

AMur, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9™ 2022, 5"

interviewer, transcript

® MA, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5", 2022, 6"
interviewer, transcript

" Abd, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 7™
interviewer, transcript

& A, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9", 2022, 8"
interviewer, transcript

® WTR, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9™ 2022, 9"
interviewer, transcript

0 HF, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 10"
interviewer, transcript

1 ALN, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5% 2022, 1%
interviewer, transcript

42



ability is increase.”” Female 3 said that she felt more
confident in listening English after using the podcast
as a learning tool."™® Female 4 said that the podcast was
helpful enough to improve my listening skills.**
Female 5 said that before using podcasts as media
learning, her listening ability was bad, and after that,
little by little, it is going well. The podcast gained her
new vocabulary.™ Male 1 said that his listening ability
increased, as he already explained above.'® Male 2 said
that he thinks his listening ability has improved a
little."

But also, students felt their listening ability was
still not good after using podcasts as a media in the
learning process. It can be proven by the statements
below. Female 1 said that her listening ability does not
affect her at all."® Male 1 said that his listening ability
was just so after using the podcast media as a learning
tool."® Male 2 said that he thinks his listening ability is
still the same, but it may be more advanced if he
practices with a friend.?

The data collecting in this study using CEFR test.
There are several data levels in the CEFR test. Those
are beginner, elementary, intermediate, upper
intermediate, advance, and proficient. The data

2 NA, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 6", 2022, 2"
interviewer, transcript

B AK, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 3"
interviewer, transcript
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interviewer, transcript

15
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interviewer, transcript

6 WTR, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 9™
interviewer, transcript

Y HF, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 10"
interviewer, transcript
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AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 5"
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gathering in the study was done at the upper
intermediate level. As for the CEFR test results can be
seen as follows;
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Source: data processing, 2022%

In the CEFR reading score test, it became a
reference to assessing students’ ability to understand
literature. Based on the above chart, it is known that in
the reading test, respondents scored less than 60 by 3
persons (30%). Those who scored 61-85 increased
their score by 5 (50%), and those who scored above 85
increased their score by 2 (20%).

Listening Score
Listening score is used to measure students’
ability in listening to audio/ oral.

2L Source data processing CEFR 2022

44



Listening Score

100 +
80

60 -

40 - . .
0 M Listening Score

20 -

O .

¥ Q}Q/’b 'o\e’% &Q”L ¥
S L &

Figure IV.2
Source: data processing, 2022%

From the above chart, the results of 10 of the
respondents studied as many as 2 people who got 60
scores down. Respondents who got 60-85 as many as 7
people and 1 got over 85.
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In the CEFR test there are three levels based on the
scored, either the beginner level (1-60), the
intermediate level (61-85), and advanced (86-100).
Based on the above figure, it could be known that as
many as 40% (4 people) are on the beginner level,
50% of the people (5 people) reach the intermediate
level and 10% of the person (1 person) reaches the
advanced level.

The students’ perception about their feeling after
learning using podcasts.

Besides exploring students’ responses regarding
improvement that they felt, the interview also aims to
explore students’ opinions regarding the use of a
podcast in teaching listening. During the interview, the
researcher asked about the students’ opinion regarding
the use of podcasts for their learning activities in
listening skill, whether they found it fun or not. Most
of them are happy and enjoy when they learning with
podcasts. It is proven by the statement below. Female
1 said that she feels happy, has more relaxed
conversations, and does not just use text books. *
Female 2 said that she thinks it’s less appealing
because it’s only the audio, but it could be sharpening
our listening ability.”® Female 3 said that learning
would be more fun, especially if we learned some
podcast on a topic we liked.”® Female 4 said that
learning using the podcast media is, in her opinion,
very fun. Using podcast media we can improve our
English skills.?” Female 5 said that she feels it’s nice to
know a lot of new vocabulary.®® Male 1 stated that he

2 Source data processing CEFR 2022

2 ALN, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 1%
interviewer, transcript

% AK, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5 2022, 3"
interviewer, transcript

% AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5", 2022, 4™
interviewer, transcript

2 AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 5"
interviewer, transcript

MA, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5", 2022, 6

interviewer, transcript
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enjoyed himself, but also felt serious at times.?® Male 2
states that in his opinion learning using podcasts is
very good because it is more innovative.*® Male 3 said
that he thinks the podcast as a learning medium is fun
because it gives different impressions and experiences
that can add to the enthusiasm of the study.*! Male 4
said that learning through the podcast has so far helped
him to understand the learning material.*

d. The students’ perception about their values that they
get after learning using podcasts.

Besides exploring students’ responses regarding
the improvement that they felt, the interview also aims
to explore students’ values that they get after using
podcasts as a learning media. During the interview, the
researcher asked about the students’ values that they
get regarding the use of podcasts for their learning
activities in listening skill. However, most of students
get good value after using podcasts as a learning tool.
It is proven by the statement below. Female 1 said that
she is learning not to be bored with the podcast.®
Female 2 said that we can create a hew environment
when learning using podcasts. By using the digital
learning, most of students are familiar with digital
learning.®* Female 3 said that it is more practical and
interesting, especially for those of us who would like
to enhance our skills and learn a wide range of new
vocabulary for daily use.*® Female 4 said that learning

2 Abd, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9", 2022, 7"
interviewer, transcript

% AH, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 8"
interviewer, transcript

8L WTR, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 9™
interviewer, transcript

%2 HF, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 10
interviewer, transcript

% ALN, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5 2022, 1%
interviewer, transcript

% NA, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 6% 2022, 2"
interviewer, transcript

% AK, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 3"
interviewer, transcript
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how to use the podcast to learn English can be done in
a pleasant way.*® Female 5 said that she realized after
learning using the podcast media that we have to
increase our vocabulary first. She also realized that
learning using the podcast media can improve all her
English skills and very helpful.*” Female 6 said that
using podcasts as learning tools can gain listening
ability and moreover can enhance listening ability to
know what the native is talking about.*® Male 1 said
that he gets some advantages and knowledge.* Male 2
said that he got to know a lot of new vocabulary.*
Male 3 said that he feels having fun experiences.
Maybe if we’re going to upload our own podcast on
Youtube and be watched by a lot of people, and it’s
already set to earn money, on two sides, we can get the
learning from the podcast and we can get money from
the podcast, and the podcast seems to me to be very
helpful in booing the listening skills.**

From the interview results, we can conclude
that the use of podcasts as a supporting media in
learning got a positive response from students.
Students perceive learning through the podcast as more
fun, effective in improving their listening skills, having
more flexible time, and overcoming internal factors
that hinder their listening development.

% AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5, 2022, 4"
interviewer, transcript

8 AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 5"
interviewer, transcript

® MA, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 6"
interviewer, transcript

% Abd, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9th, 2022, 7%
interviewer, transcript
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interviewer, transcript
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2. The Challenges Faced by the Seventh Semester
Students of English Department Using Podcast Media
to Improve Listening Skill

The data discussion in this section is about

students' difficulties using podcasts to learn English.
According to the interview, the students encountered a
number of issues. The following are the specific
elaborations.

a.

The first issue is the inability to distinguish between
sounds.

Students have difficulty distinguishing individual
sounds and word boundaries in a stream of speech.
Students may struggle to distinguish between different
sounds in English, such as words like “there,” and
“they’re”. As a result, they are unable to accurately
interpret the sound. It can be proven by the statements
below. Female 1 said that she felt the challenge was
not able to capture the details of his vocabulary.*
Female 2 said that sometimes the pronunciation is
vague, depending on the speakers.”* Female 3 said that
she had a little trouble understanding a native
speaker’s accent if it was not repeated while listening
to the podcast.* Male 4 said that sometimes it’s
misunderstood and has to be repeated, but so far it’s
been very helpful.®®
The second issue is the students’ limited vocabulary.

Unknown words can be a barrier to getting
information from the text for students who study
English as a foreign language. One issue that everyone
who speaks a foreign language has encountered is
being left behind while trying to figure out what a

42 ALN, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 1%
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previous word meant.”® As a result, they are unable to
obtain the following information from the listening
text. It can be proven by the statements below. Female
1 stated that her listening skills and vocabulary
mastery were insufficient to meet her challenge.”
Male 1 said that the challenge he faced was that
practicing the podcast would take a long time because
he was used to learning from a textbook, he too often
forgot if he heard some new grammar being spoken by
a native speaker.*®
c. The third challenge is concentrating.

It is caused by a number of factors, one of which is
that the students are uninterested in the listening
materials. Another factor is unfamiliarity with the
sounds, words, and sentences. When students are
uninterested or unfamiliar with the materials, they will
believe that they are difficult. As a result, they find it
difficult to focus on the listening material. Long
periods of concentration on interpreting unfamiliar
sounds, words, or sentences can be exhausting for
students.”® It can be proven by the statements below.
Female 1 said that she had to pay attention to what the
man said in the podcast.® Female 2 said that using the
podcast media made her extra focused.® Male 1 said
that he must focus because sometimes the topic is a
little hard.®> Male 2 said that he often missed the
meaning of listening to the podcast, so focused on

% Case, Why Your Students Have Problems with Listening

Comprehension, 2008, http://usingenglish.com.

4 AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 4"
interviewer, transcript

“ WTR, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 9"
interviewer, transcript
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interviewer, transcript
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listening to the meaning of the first sentence that the
next word he didn’t understand, didn’t even catch what
was being said by the speakers.*

3. The Strategies Used by the Seventh Semester Students
of English Department in Using Podcast Media to
Improve Listening Skill

The obstacles faced by the students have been

presented in the previous section. In this section, the
researcher will present the solution and strategies to get
the meaning and understanding from the podcast to the
obstacles faced by the students.

a. Turning on the subtitles.

The first obstacles faced by the students are
related to their ability to distinguish between sounds.
In this case, the students try to hear some podcasts
with clear pronunciation for the first time and for not
too long. Based on the statement from the seventh
semester, we can use a transcript while listening to a
podcast. Female 1 stated that she feels better after
turning on the subtitles.> Female 3 said that she was
looking for subtitles, so she wouldn’t have any
trouble.” Female 4 said that she would turn on the
subtitle.®® Male 1 said that he kept repeating the
podcast to get the sense of it.>’

With a transcript or subtitle, the listener can just
look down and see what was said. Even if the listener
has never seen that word before, they will be able to
know how it is pronounced and how it is used in a
sentence. In this case, it could also show that there

% AH, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 8"
interviewer, transcript

% ALN, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 1%
interviewer, transcript

% AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5", 2022, 4™
interviewer, transcript

® MA, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 6"
interviewer, transcript

S HF, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 10"
interviewer, transcript
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are some obstacles for students when listening to
podcasts in foreign languages.
Writing down new vocabulary.

The second obstacle was limited vocabulary. It
means that vocabulary is still difficult to master by
students just listening in once. It must be done again
and again. Although audio listening is an excellent
tool for achieving the goal.”® The solution to dealing
with the second obstacle related to the lack of
vocabulary is that the students cannot just hear the
material from the podcast because the native
speakers’ pronunciation is really hard to understand.
Female 1 said that she looks up a dictionary or
Google translate and writes down a few new words
for learning.”® Female 2 said that she would write
down the vocabulary that I didn’t know the meaning
of and translate it. Then get the conclusion after
listening to the podcast.®® Male 1 said that the
strategy he used was to find topics similar to the
topic on the podcast, and then he wrote in the text to
understand the content of the podcast.”*

So the students should be creative in their
learning materials. The students can make their own
podcasts to increase the opportunity for listening
activity. It could be challenging for students because
they must produce and record their own voices in the
podcast. But students are not afraid to speak English
when their English is not good. Because they can
repeat and replace the podcast recording until their
listening skills are better. So, a podcast can be a
reflection place and a correction tool for students’

%8 Sartika Dewi Harahap, Podcast Impacts on Students’ Listening Skill:
A Case Study Based on Students’ Perception, Jurnal Inovasi Penelitian 1, No. 4,
September 2020:895, http://repository.iainpalopo.ac.id
AK, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 3"
interviewer, transcript

® NA, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 6%, 2022, 2"
interviewer, transcript

81 WTR, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 9™
interviewer, transcript
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listening proficiency. On the other hand, before
students record their voice on the podcast, they can
imitate how the native speaker speaks English. Thus,
the students can develop their listening English
skills.®? The students have great enjoyment in using
this media and they prefer to use this media because
podcasts can be used anywhere they want. In
addition, podcasts are easy to use by students.
c. Focusing while listening to the podcast.

The last was about concentration. In the listening
section, it takes full concentration to get what’s in the
material. If we do not pay close attention for just a
second, especially in the classroom, we will miss the
information or material presented by the speaker.
Female 1 said that she listens with focus while
writing down what is heard.®® Male 1 said that he
repeated it sometimes and replayed it.** Male 2 said
that he listened carefully so as to understand the topic
under discussion.”

B. Discussion

1. Data Analysis of the Use of Podcast Media of the
Seventh Semester Students of English Department in

Improving Listening Skill
The study sought to learn about the perceptions of
podcast media in improving listening skills among
seventh semester English department students, as well as
to make some recommendations for using podcasts as a
medium in teaching listening. The interview was used as
the instrument in this research. To answer the first

2 \Wulan Rahmasari, Yousef Bani Ahmad, Acep Bahrun Kamil,
Students® Perception on Utilizing Podcast in Learning Speaking, Journal of
Applied Studies in Language 5, Issue 1, University of Singaperbangsa Karawang,,
June (2021):106, https://ojs.pnb.ac/index.php/JASL.

8 AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9", 2022, 5"
interviewer, transcript

 Abd, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 7
interviewer, transcript

% AH, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 8"
interviewer, transcript
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research question, the researcher interviewed 10 students
with six questions.
a. The students’ perceptions about the podcast

The researcher asked the first questions

about the definition of podcast. The researchers
want to know how far the seventh semester students
know what the podcast is. As a relatively new term,
podcasting has quickly become one of the most
prestigious terms in the digital world.®® Most of the
students know what the podcast is. The first
participant said that the podcast is identical to
casual yet meaningful conversations.®” The second
participant said that podcasts are one of the most
popular media in this era. Most people make
podcasts to learn, or just do something else.®® The
third participant said it is similar to radio, but it is
available on the web via the internet.® The fourth
participant said that podcasts are audio recordings
that can be listened to by the general public via the
internet.”® The fifth participant said a podcast is a
discussion recording on a specific topic, typically
audio or visual audio, that is viewable or listened to

via internet media.” The sixth participant said that
they are digitally broadcast on different platforms,
both video and audio.’® The seventh participant said

% |smal Yaman, The Potential Benefits of Podcast For Language
Learning, Journal of Educational and Instructional Studies in The World 6, issue
1, Ondokuz  Mayis  University = Samsun  Turkey  (2017): 62,
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/314364155.
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the podcast is a digital audio file created and
uploaded on an online platform for sharing with
others.” The eighth participant said podcasts are a
medium that can be used to learn by listening.”
The nine participants said a podcast is a discussion
recording on a specific topic, typically audio or
visual audio, that is viewable or listened to via
internet media.” The last participant said that the
podcast is an audio recording that the public can
listen to over the internet media.”® From the
students’ statements above, it was found that almost
all of the students know what the podcast is. Thus,
it is very important to inform the students about
podcasts and suggest more resources on the
importance of learning.”” Podcasts in higher
education have many possibilities.”® Podcast was
first known in 2004, and it is defined as an internet
audio blog or internet audio publishing.” Until
now, podcasts have existed and are more variable.

" Abd, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 7"
interviewer, transcript

™ AH, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 8"
interviewer, transcript

™ WTR, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 9"
interviewer, transcript

" HF, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5", 2022, 10%
interviewer, transcript
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b. The students’ perception about their listening
ability after learning using a podcast.

The fifth question that the researcher asked
the students was about their listening ability after
learning using the podcast media. The latter is a
fluency-oriented approach that believes
grammatical or  pronunciation  errors  are
unimportant.®® The result of the interview shows
that most of the students felt slightly improvement
in their listening ability after using the podcast.
They also said that the podcast was helpful enough
to improve their listening skills.

Although, there is also one of the
participants’ listening abilities that remains the
same and there is no increase. Essentially, it was
caused by the teachers' technique, which prevented
the students from practicing listening optimally.
They almost never used English in their daily lives,
except in the classroom where English was taught
and learned. It means the students had very little
time to practice listening.

According to the researcher, in order to
master listening, students must first learn the
fundamentals of the language, which includes not
only knowledge but also skill. It improves the
speaker's ability to communicate effectively.®
Furthermore, without knowledge and skill, teaching
listening will be ineffective. The study's findings
also revealed that podcasts motivated them to

8 Ali Dincer, Savas Yesilyurt, Ali Goksu, Promoting Speaking
Accuracy and Fluency in Foreign language Classroom: A Closer Look at English
Speaking Classrooms, Erzincan University Egitim Fakultesi Dergisi Cilt Sayi 14,
No. 1, (2012); 100, https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED574887.

8 siska Askia, Konder Manurung, Wahyudin, Improving Speaking
Skills Through Active Learning Strategy of The Year Eight Students, E Journal of
English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) 4, No. 2, (2016): 2,
https://media.neliti.com/media/publications/243482-improving-speaking-skills-
through-active-22e0733f.pdf.
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improve their listening skills and boost their self-
confidence.®

c. The students’ perception about their feeling after
learning using podcasts.

Some advantages of using podcasts include
portability, ease of access to the materials, and
flexibility.® In this case, the Podcast material is
easily accessible to the students. They are free to
use the Podcast wherever they want. Podcasts are
portable, allowing students to practice listening
anywhere and at any time.** Learning would be
more fun, especially if we learned some podcast on
a topic we liked.® The statement believes that when
the teacher teaches listening comprehension using a
podcast, the students will feel more at ease and
happy because they can choose their own content.
Learning with the podcast media also makes the
participant feel as if they are enjoying the learning
process. The participant feels more fun because it
gives different impressions and experiences that
can add to the enthusiasm of the study.

From the CEFR test it can be known that as
many as 2 of the respondents at the beginner level,
7 of the respondents are at the intermediate level

8 A.S. Dianithi, The Use of Podcast to Improve The Speaking
Competency of the tenth Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 Amplaura in Academic
Year 2015/2016, Journal of Education Action Research 1, No. 1, (2017): 39,
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/fcd1/dedac02f0578095866eb1cfd099733623648.p
df

8 Serkan Sendag, Nuray Gedik, Sacip Toker, Impact of Repetitive
Listening, Listening aid and Podcast Length on EFL Podcast Listening, ELSEVIER
Computer & Education 125, 2018: 279,
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Impact-of-repetitive-listening%2C-
listening-aid-and-Sendag-Gedik/7bb4b23ae5eeh2045¢8a8¢258690340d87780090

8 Muhammad Galuh Elga Romadhon, Utilizing Podcast in Listening
Class: The Advantages and The Challenges, Proceeding of 1% Conference of
English Language and Literature (CELL), Universitas Islam Malang, 2019,
https://semnas.untidar.ac.id/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Muhammad-Galuh-Elga-
Romadhon_Utilizing-Podcast-in-Listening-Class_-The-Advantages-and-The-
Challengess.pdf
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and 1 of the respondents is advanced in listening
skill.

d. The students’ perception about their values that
they get after learning using a podcast.

Aside from exploring students' responses to
perceived improvements, the interview aims to
investigate students' values as a result of using
podcasts as a learning medium. During the
interview, the researcher inquired about the
students' values regarding the use of podcasts for
their listening English learning activities. However,
most students benefit from using podcasts as a
learning tool. This can be seen from the opinions of
the participants. They revealed that the podcast
made the lessons more fun and less boring. They
also stated that the podcast helped them improve
their listening and speaking skills, particularly
when it comes to pronouncing words and learning
new vocabulary. Podcasts have great potential in
the online classroom, not only because they help
differentiate learning and provide additional
support to students with specific learning needs, but
also because they foster a sense of inclusivity and
belonging to the learning community.®

2. Data Analysis of the Challenges Faced by the Seventh
Semester Students of English Department Using
Podcast Media to Improve Listening Skill

The seventh semester certainly has some difficulties
in the use of podcasts to improve listening skKills.
According to the interview results with the seventh
semester students, there are some obstacles faced by the
seventh semester students.

8 Stephanie Maher Palenque, The Power of Podcasting: Perspectives on
Pedagogy, Journal of Instructional Research 5, Grand Canyon University (2016):
5, https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1127626.pdf
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a. The first issue is the inability to distinguish between
sounds.

The first obstacle was that the students had
difficulty distinguishing between sounds. Words with
similar  spellings are sometimes pronounced
differently due to surrounding contexts such as tenses
and phonemes.®” It was proven by the statement from
the first participant that the challenge was not able to
capture the details of his vocabulary.® She stated that
she is perplexed by what the native says, and that she
only understood a little bit from the podcast’s topic.
The second participant said that sometimes the
pronunciation is vague, depending on the speakers.®
She said that sometimes she feels it is easy to catch
the meaning from the podcast, but sometimes she
feels it is hard to catch the meaning from the podcast.
It depends on whether the pronunciation is clear or
not. Listener can often deduce meaning from context
and key word knowledge without paying attention
grammatical form.* The third participant said that
she had a little trouble understanding a native
speaker’s accent if it was not repeated while listening
to the podcast.”® Because they are fluent in the
language, native speakers can express themselves
freely.® The fourth participant said that sometimes

8 Lai Mei Leong, Seyedeh Masoumeh Ahmadi, An Analysis of Factors
Influencing Learners’ English Speaking Skill, International Journal of Research in
English Education, University Sains Malaysia, (2017): 37,
https://ijreeonline.com/article-1-38-en.pdf
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interviewer, transcript
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% |ai Mei Leong, Seyedeh Masoumeh Ahmadi, An Analysis of Factors
Influencing Learners’ English Speaking Skill, International Journal of Research in

59


https://ijreeonline.com/article-1-38-en.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/234673878.pdf

things are misunderstood and have to be repeated,
but so far it’s been very helpful.”® Based on the
interview above, they claimed that they could not
understand the content of the podcast because the
speakers spoke too fast. Even though some proficient
students considered the speech rate in the podcasts
normal, students with middle to lower proficiency
levels considered the audio podcasts too fast and hard
to understand. Podcasts also tended to contain
unscripted authentic material, which confused
students because they couldn't follow the whole
conversation.**
b. The second issue is the students’ limited vocabulary.
The second obstacle was that the students
had difficulty getting the meaning from the podcast.
The students often found the new vocabulary and felt
it was hard to understand the meaning from the
podcast. Poor vocabulary knowledge among
Indonesian students is a serious concern, and their
search for a suitable way to improve vocabulary
knowledge is intensifying.” Both students in this
study claimed that they found unfamiliar words when
they listened to podcasts in the classroom. It was
proven by the statement from the first participant.
She said that listening skills and mastery of
vocabulary have not been enough to be my

English Education, University Sains Malaysia (2017): 37,
https://ijreeonline.com/article-1-38-en.pdf
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challenge.*® She felt it was hard to get the meaning
and understand the podcast because she did not have
enough mastery of vocabulary. Their ability to
recognize words and their meanings in
communicative use was hampered by a lack of
language proficiency in vocabulary, pronunciation
and grammar.®” The ability to understand language is
defined by one's ability to master vocabulary.”® The
second participant said that the challenge he faced
was that practicing the podcast would take a long
time because he was used to learning from a
textbook, he too often forgot if he heard some new
grammar being spoken by a native speaker.” He felt
it was hard because he was already accustomed to
learning to use a textbook, so he was always
confused with that the native speaker said on the
podcast. Moreover, both students agreed to say that
their vocabulary obstructed their comprehension of
the content of the podcast. From students’ responses
towards these statements, it could be inferred that
vocabulary mastery has a great impact on how
students listen to and understand the content of the
podcast. Most students agreed that their English
vocabulary was limited. They believe that English is
difficult to learn, that it contains difficult words, and
that there are many new words that must be

% AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 4"
interviewer, transcript
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FKIP Universitas PGRI Yogyakarta (2015): 65,
http://repository.upy.ac.id/375/1/FK10_Sri%20Wiyanah%20F1X%2058-67.pdf
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remembered.’® Consequently, they could not
understand the words in the spoken language and
could hardly understand the content of the podcasts.
The third challenge is concentrating.

The last obstacle was that students have
difficulty focusing on podcast material. It was proven
by the first participant saying that she had to pay
attention to what the native said in the podcast.'®
The second participant said that using the podcast
media made me extra focused.'” The third
participant said that he must focus because
sometimes the topic is a little hard.*® The fourth
participant said that he often missed the meaning of
listening to the podcast because he was so focused on
listening to the meaning of the first sentence that the
next word he didn’t understand, didn’t even catch
what was being said by the speakers.’® While
listening to podcast, students must focus in order to
catch up with what the native speaker has said in the
podcast. To comprehend the nature of the listening
process, we must consider some of the characteristics
of spoken discourse as well as the unique problems
they present to the listener.’®® As we have learned,
English is a foreign language to us. If students do not
pay attention to the podcasts during the learning
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1, No. 1, English Education Department University of Mataram, (2018): 31,
http://www.ejournal.undana.ac.id/AJES
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listening process, the value that the podcast or native
speakers want to instill cannot be conveyed properly.
In everyday life too, we are very rare and almost
never use English in everyday conversations. It will
also be hard to understand native speakers if you do
not listen carefully. So it takes concentration and
focus to understand the listening material.

It can be concluded that the seventh semester has
three obstacles or difficulties in using podcast media
to improve listening skills. The first is due to the
students’ difficulty distinguishing between sounds.
They could not understand the content of the podcast
because the speakers spoke too fast. The second
difficulty stems from the material, which is mostly
difficult to find the meaning of the material that
students have been given. And the last difficulty is
that the students must focus in order to catch up with
what the native speaker said in the podcast. If
students do not pay attention to the podcast during
the learning listening process, the value that the
podcast or native speakers want to instill cannot be
conveyed properly.

3. Data Analysis of the Strategies Used by the Seventh
Semester Students of English Department in Using
Podcast Media to Improve Listening Skill

Several obstacles appear in the process of the use of
podcasts to improve listening skills. Yet for every
obstacle, there must be a solution to overcome it. Based
on the research findings, the seventh semester provides
some solutions. When we listen to someone or something,
we employ various strategies in order to comprehend the
message, and it is critical for teachers to assist their
students in learning how to listen."® The researcher and
the students solve the first obstacle related to the students’

106 Sri wiyanah, Improving Listening Skill Using Podcast for English
Department Students of UPY, Seminar Nasional Universitas PGRI Yogyakarta,
FKIP Universitas PGRI Yogyakarta (2015): 59,
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difficulties by keeping motivating the students to try to
hear the material podcast in free time to improve our
skills in distinguishing between words in the podcast.

a. Turning on the subtitles.

The first participant stated that she felt better
with the subtitles on.*” The second participant said
that she was looking for subtitles, so she wouldn’t
have any trouble.'® The third participant also said,
like the first and second participants, that she also
turned on the subtitles.’®® The fourth participant said
he kept repeating the podcast to get the sense of it."*°
Using English subtitles demonstrated that students
found it easier to understand the podcast and learned
some new words from it. Podcasts also tended to
contain unscripted authentic material, which
confused students because they couldn't follow the
entire conversation.* As a result, the students
learned more quickly because they used podcasts.
The use of English subtitles in podcasts as a learning
medium was extremely beneficial. It may help them
to stimulate the material more easily, and learning in
a fun environment may make students more willing
to learn.’*? Increasing students' vocabulary by using
podcasts, particularly those with English subtitles,
was an interesting and enjoyable activity in which
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interviewer, transcript
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10 HF, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5 2022, 10"
interviewer, transcript
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some students learned by doing their favorite
activity, which was directly listening to podcasts.
The teaching-learning process becomes more
engaging, enjoyable, and enthusiastic. Using this
method could help students expand their vocabulary
while constantly asking them to watch movies with
English subtitles. From the interview above, we can
see that the students feel it is easier to get the
meaning and understand the podcast with the
subtitles turned.
b. Writing down new vocabulary.

The second obstacle that the students faced
was limited vocabulary. The strategies used by the
students to get the meaning and understanding of the
podcast we get from the students. The first
participant said to look up a dictionary or Google
translate and writing down a few new vocabularies
for learning.**® She has a more understanding podcast
with writing down the new vocabulary and finding
the meaning of that word. In terms of learning
English vocabulary, English vocabulary differs from
Indonesian vocabulary in terms of form, including
pronunciation and spelling, meaning, and word
use.!™ The second participant said the strategy he
used was to find topics similar to the topic on the
podcast, and then he wrote in the text to understand
the content of the podcast.™ By expanding their
vocabulary, language learners can enrich their word-
repository and develop their linguistic repertoire.*'®

13 AK, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 5" 2022, 3™
interviewer, transcript
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To get the meaning and understanding from the
podcast, the second participant finds the topics that
are similar to the podcast, and he writes down the
new vocabulary to get the meaning of the new word
from the podcast. The third participant said that she
would write down the vocabulary that she didn’t
know the meaning of and translate it.""" Then get the
conclusion after listening to the podcast. Instead of
concentrating on taking notes during class, students
will have taken notes during the podcast (before
class) and will be prepared to participate in the class
activity.™® They could think hard, which made them
more creative in making sentences, and they could
practice and apply the vocabulary based on what they
had listened to or watched by acting out.™* It will be
better for the teacher to always combine some media
and techniques in teaching in order to make the
students interested and not feel bored in learning
English, especially in learning vocabulary.
c. Focusing while listening to the podcast.

The last obstacle was that students have
difficulty focusing on podcast material. The
strategies used by the students to get the meaning and
understanding of the podcast we get from the
students. The first participant said that she listens
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with focus while writing down what she hears.*”® She
said that she needed to concentrate while listening to
the podcast in order to grasp its meaning. She also
wrote the story idea from the podcast to help
understand the podcast. The second participant stated
that he alternates between repeating and replaying
it."”! The second participant stated that she needed to
repeat and replay the podcast to fully grasp its
meaning and understanding. The third participant
said to listen carefully so as to understand the topic
under discussion.’?? From the third participant, we
know that to understand the podcast, he must listen
carefully. If participants do not pay attention to the
podcast, they will also not grasp the meaning the
podcast. From the statement above, we know that
learning with podcast media must be carefully
listened to get the meaning and understanding of the
material from the podcast.

According to Retno, when using audio
podcasts as a medium of learning in English
language teaching, it is necessary to pay attention to
some of the following steps of use, such as listening
to audio using a slowed version and doing the
process of silence to increase processing time.'?®
Based on the data, participants struggle to understand
the meaning of the podcast if only once in listening
to the podcast, so they try to repeat it to understand
the meaning of the podcast. Participants also said that
if listening to the podcast unfocused, they would lose
importance and not know what had been presented

120 AM, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 5"
interviewer, transcript

21 Abd, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 7"
interviewer, transcript

22 AH, Interview conducted by the researcher, July 9" 2022, 8"
interviewer, transcript
3 Retno Rahayuningsih, Yanti Rosalinah, Ibnu Subroto, Teaching
Listening AbilityThrough Podcast for 8" Grade Students At SMP 181 Jakarta,
Journal Bahasa dan Sastra 13, No. 2, Universitas Bina Sarana Informatika (2021):
96, https://ejournal.bsi.ac.id
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by the native speaker. Therefore, listening to the
podcast requires more focus and attention to
understand the meaning of the podcast.
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